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PREFACE. 



The writer of the present work, near the 
close of the last winter, engaged, at the soli- 
citation of the printer, to revise, for immediate 
publication, " The New Week's Preparation 
for a worthy receiving of the Lord's Supper." 
He soon found that, though there was a vein 
of piety in this work which deserved respect, 
there were many glaring errors of sentiment, 
and improprieties of language, which were 
calculatec|p9 mislead and to disgust. From 
bis engagement with the printer, it appeared 
necessary for him either tn sani?>i<^ - ^r-^rrfsj- 
lo nis judgment, very imperfect, and in somife 

respects censurable ; or to attempt to prepare 
a new one. He was induced to adopt th« 
latter course ; and thus found himself engaged 
in the humble performance which is now pre- 
sented to the publici 

In the explanation of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper prefixed to the work, he has 
endeavoured to us^, as much as possible, the 
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words of the Church in her Catechism and 
Office for the Communion*. In this introduc- 
tory treatise, he has also made free use of an 
excellent tract on the Holy Communion, by 
Bishop Gibson, and of a Sermon of the late 
Bishop Seabury, on the same subject; and 
when he quoted their sentiments, he thought it 
proper to use nearly their language. As quo- 
tations from others are thus incorporated with 
remarks of his own, a variety of style may pos-? 
sibly be observed in this part of the work. It 
is necessary also to remark, that the devotions 
to be used at the administration dH the Holy 
Communion, are not all of them entirely bri- 

o- — 1 Tint fnr the rest of the work, the me- 
ditations and prayers to be used in* the weelc 

befof^e the receiving of the Communion, the 

author is solely responsible. 

■ > . ■ ■ . « 

- - In the following pages, the writer has en- 
deavoured to keep in view tvyo principles, 
which he deems most important and funda- 
mental. These principles are : That we are 

♦ And in doing this, he has taken for his guide a short explana- 
tion of the Lord's Supper, in the New Week's Preparation. 
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saved from the guilt and dominion of sin by 
the divine merits and grace of a crucified Re- 
deemer ; and that the merits aud grace of this 
Redeemer are applied; to the soul of the be- 
Jiever, in the devout and humble participation 
of the ordinances of the Church, administered 
by a priesthood who derive their authority by 
regular transmission from Christ, the Divine 
Head of the Church, and the source of all pow- 
er in it. These are the principles which at first 
promulgated by the Apostles, " in demonstra- 
tion of the spirit and with power," constituted 
the glory of the Primitive Church — that Chprch 
which was watered by the tears and blood of 
Confessors and Martyrs. These are the princi*- 
pies which, tho' in the present age unhappily 
disregarded and contemned, will again be che- 
rished with sacred and inviolable ardour, when 
it shall please the Divine and Almighty Head 
of the Church to restore her to her original 
purity and perfection. Could Christians be 
persuaded heartily to embrace these principles, 
and to regulate their faith and conduct by 
them ; the Church would be rescued, on the 
one hand, from those baneful opinions which 

A 2 
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am reducing the Gospel to a cold, unfruitful, 
and comfortless system of heathen morals ; 
and, on the other hand, from that wild spirit 
of enthusiasm and irregular zeal which, con- 
temning the divinely constituted government 
and priesthood of the church, is destroying en- 
tirely her order, unity, and beauty, and under- 
mining the foundations of sound and sober 
' piety. 

• It may possibly be objected to the strain of 
devotion in this work, that it is visionary and 
enthusiastic. But surely devotional writings, 

. in order to engage and interest the affections, 

•ought to be, in some degree at least, fervent 

and animated. The devotional strains of the 

• sweet Psalmist of Israel, breathe the rapturous 
spirit of those celestial courts, to which they 
are designed to lead the soul. If it be necessary 
to descend from sacred to human authority — the 
appeal may be made to the primitive Fathers, 
who poured forth their devotional feelings in 
language the most ardent and impassioned. 

:The Divines of the Church of England, who 
imbibed their principles and their piety at the 
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pure fountain of the primitive Church, are dis- 
tinguished for their lively and animating fer- 
vour. The writings of the venerable Bishop 
Andrews, of Bishop Taylor, Bishop Kenn, 
Bishop Hall, Dean Hickes, Dean Stanhope, 
Bishop Wilson, &c. — (the enumeration might 
be extended) — and the late eloquent and pious 
Bishop* Home, not less instruct by sound and 
forcible reasoning, than animate and warm by 
the sacred fervour which pervades them. Far 
be it from the writer, humble in attainments 
as in years, to presume to range himself, 
even in the lowest seat, with these eminent- 
ly distinguished servants of the sanctuary. 
Happy may he esteem himself, if, from the 
study of their works, which, next to the inspir- 
ed volume he sacredly cherishes as the invalu- 
able standard of his principles, and the ani- 
mating guide of his devotions, he has caught 
even a feeble spark of that celestial spirit which 
made them burning aiid shining lights in the 
Church on earth ; and has prepared them for 
the highest seats of Glory in the Church tri- 
umphant. 
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For the errors and inaperfeclions which he 
fears will be found in the work, he must offer as 
bis bestjjthough (he is sensible) feeble apology ; 
that from some unavoidable circumstances, the 
work, amidst the pressure of professional dur 
ties, was written and printed with a haste and 
rapidity that prevented those frequent and 
careful corrections, by which only a young and 
humble writer can hope to attain accuracy and 
excellence. 

That the work, notwithstanding its imper- 
fections, may tend to excite the attention of th? 
careless to that inestimable ordinance which 
is the means and pledge of the Saviour's Grace 
and Mercyi — that it may aid the Christian to 
receive, with lively penitence, gratitude and 
faith, the hallowed symbols of the Body and 
Blood of his blessed Redeemer, by which he 
is to be npurished and strengthened unto ever- 
lasting life — is the humble but earnest Prayer 

of 

THE AUTHOR. 

NetV'Yorky Maj/y 1804. 



7^ reader is regtieatvd to note the following ERRATji^ 

which escaped correction* 

Page 12| line IS, for « a" read an, 

^ .. 18, after *< redeeming" insert tf, 

17, .. 21, for ** none'* read no one. 

22, .. 9, after •* earnest" insert and. 

35, .. 20, for *• wberei" read were, 

40, .. 21, for ** a" read a«. 

61, .. 6, for ** tben*' read fAan. 

72, .. 20, for «* ^rflce" read strength. 

73t .. 13, £or ** utterable** readunutterable. 

76,^ .. 20, for *' unalterable** re?A unutterable. 

87, .. 12, dele *'from.** 

96, .. 8, for <* tremenduous" read tremendom. 

., ..11, for ** //tc/k fifty" read /i6y lively. 

98, ,. 5, for •* calamities*' read «>//». 
.. 28, after «* viortby" insert o^ 

107, .. S3, £oT** disappointed" retid disappointing* 

132, .. 6, for y awakens" read awaken. , 

135, .. 10, from bottom, for '* exbilerating"rt^exbilarating 

176, .. 22, for «• ffo«A" read c&Mf. 

183, .. 1, for '* establishes" read establish. 

229, .. 17, for " baptism" rtdjdpassion. 

274, .. Sand 15, for ««i(^f/M*' read ^j&o//o#,. 
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rsE trsEFULyjBss of actual PSEPAjRArroir 

-.-./ '• • . . * . 

BEFORE RfiCEIVING 

THE LORD'S SUPPER. 



(tkom dr* watkrland*) 



*• fm£f beat be seen by (n4r firefiaring or n^ tire^Kfin,g fo$'it 
*^ oMwe o^gkt.-^T7iere ia aotnxitfdng (^ a prt)pai»ytiQn (2^ 
** hearty mind and jfttgya^^ required for^ afl reUgiqiu0\.Bfice9i 
^^vrtuqhmor^^r ti^ ^tijci-is ttiiefi9V)er an^^si^kefim q/* 
H(p4., '• . .,%;. . \, .,.'.. . ..-;•• . 

. <<. J^ ^J^ l&^^fiMlftime to be t^f^yin. pmpmogp^. thfitc 
^ is no^punecert^rinrpfeto ^ ^^x«^'<^^ con ^^co^tff 
f^ or mcum9tq^e€ : or^y-fwhen.a pnn^ has x^fmfi^e^ify ad' 
*^ justed fiUuc€ounta^v^th God^ (M it sooner of.kUfirJ ihen 
<^ he is Jit to eome^ andnot till then. 

^ There is an habitual, and there is an actual prefiaration. 
** The habitual fireparation is a good life ; and the farther 
M vie are advanced in ity the less need there is of any actual 
** preparation besides, But^ because men are too apt to flatter 
** and deceive their own hearts, and to speak p«^ace to them" 
•< selves without sufficient ^ound for so doing ; therefore 
•* some actual preparation, self-examination, &c« is generally 
" necessary, even to those who may be habitually good, if it 
** be only to give them a well-grounded assurance, t/tat they 
*< really are so. 

** It were to be wished there were not many amongst us who 
<* have a great deal to consider of before hand ; many offences 
^ to correct, many disorders to set right, mttch to do, and 
** much to undo, before they presume to come to God*s altar. 

*' Fault has been sometimes found with these little treatises 
" o/* Weekly Preparation: I think without reason. They 
^ are exceeding useful in their ldnd«^— /r may be hapft^ 
*^Jbr them who need none of these he^: but they that lea«t 
^ need them, are not the men, generally^ who most 49#pi6e 

B 
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NECESSARY PREPARATION, ^u 

"... ' ^ \ , ■*■■ 

** them. Mme ofua^ fierhaps^ are aofierfect as not to wanff 
** at some seasons^ some such hints /or recollection, or helfis to 
** devotion* It is well for common Christiaris^ tfiat they are 
<* provided with nseftil mapiLtj^l^ of that Mud* They thai 
*' are well disposed^ will make use of them as qften as they 
^^ need them, and will at all times give God thanks and praised 
^forthemJ" 



To theah&lfejudicioits femarks it mail beftrofiet toadd^ 
that Christians shxndd tmdt no opportunity of receiving lh€ 
holy £uthtfriifij evHi i»hen it has not btenin tKeif'poi6er to 
go throujgh the usttcd previous preparatisn4 '^* < 

JH^'mw mneerely endeiioouri^ te-sef^ M^ 
vioury is ahoays pr^iared to receive the Lord*s Su/tfier'm 
Jiiwt he ^hotifdthAn/cfttkye^braee every k^ ^cbnu 

mpnortfUingi in thisstiersd Ordinance; the' isnfe of his blessed 
Redee^keTj arm of' 'receiving fresh sti^f^es - of "^tiee im 
' fmcken 4md strengthen him in Ms Christian course^ "' 
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A SHORT INTRODUCTION 

TO THE LORUS SUPPER, 

.£TAT!N<» THE NATUHJe OF THE jO^DlWANC^, THU NECES- 
Si^RY PREPARATION FOR IT, AND THE- OBLIGATIONS 
ON CHRISTIANS TO RECEIVE IT ; AND REFUTING THi; 
EXCUSES GOHMONLT UffGED FOR NEGLECTING IT* 
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Tlie S{icramient of the LordHs Supper y and tlic 
necessary preparation for ity stated 
' and explained. \, 



f * I \ . , xj 



it 



L HE church tefls us,, t^t Christ has 
erddined ojily'iwo SacramentSj as geiierally 
necessary to salvations that is to say. Baptism 
and tlie Supper of the Lord. Baptis)n was 
instituted hj Chrigt, to .be\the rite of aQpisr 
sion into his; i7/i2^rc/jv^iandi is answerable to iir^ 
cumcisiori arfiqn'^the /eiip'^A TKe Lfird's. Sup^ 
j^ei? was ordaiaefl -as. /a* memorial of die sacri- 

a Thtn tHey that gladly received his word iwerc baptized: and 
the sanid 'day there weiie added unioibctnt about three thousand 
souls. — Acts i$. 41. \ . . \ 

b In whom ^sopre are, circumcijsed with the circunncisioB made 
Without liaTvfi.*if\ ftuttiAi otf the body of W sins of t,he flesh hy 
the chtumcM6h'»f Christ : irfuried wif^i.him in b?wpti5ni, wherein 
ailso ye are risen with him througli tfte ftiith of *3ie ojieration oC 
God, who hath raised hira from the dead^— Co/, ii. 11, ' ^ 
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fice of the death irf" Chris V' and appointed by 
him, instead of the Jeioish passoverj*' These 
sawaments are ])oth necessary, io salvation^ 
Baptism is necessary thereto, being the or* 
dinance, whereby we are translated from our 
natural state into a state of grace, and bom 
againto a title to all the privileges of the Gos- 
pel covenant ;< and the Lord's Supper is ne- 
cessary to salvation^ because it conveys that 
spiritual JFood by which we are nourishe'd up 
to everlasting life/ The former is to be only . 
cnce^ the latter o/?^» received. ^ 

These ordinances ministering to such great 
ends, the chuixh' says, are only g^nero^ and 
not absolutely necessary to salvation; because 
she dare not take upon her to exclude all hope 
of GOP's mercy in those extraordinary cases, 
where the want of opportunity oi; cajJacity 
prevents ineii ffom* reteiving . theSe sacra- 



c For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered 
unto y^u, That the Lord Jesi^ the same flight in ; which he was 
betrayed, to'ok breaa: And' wheti he Tiad given thanks, he brake 
it, and said, Talce, ea^: thiit is mj b(3id^, whiob is bh>ksn foi^you s 
thifl do in remembrance pf me. Aft^r the same manner aisohf 
took th* cup, when he had 6upt>ed, saying, ^This cup is the ^ew- 
Testamelit iti itiy blood : this do Sye; 4ui 6^ 4.i ye drink it; in re-r 
membrance of me. — 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25. 

d For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:— 1 Cor, v. 7, 

e Jesus ahsy^red, Vcnly, verily, I say unto thee» Except a man 
be bom of watei*,' and of the Spirit, he dannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.— %i6» iii. 5. , 

/ Then Jehus' said tinto them. Verily; yer4y, 1 say unto yon^ 
Except ye eat' the flesh of the Sbn c^F^lan, axid 4p^ ^ bloody yc 
Jiave no life in yt>u;-^^« vil 53. 
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l6rd*s supper explained. 5 

fnehts,^ But as tbe Jetv^ were obliged under 
tfie sevefrest penalty to be circumcised/ and 
keep the passover;'- so our guilt and danger 
will be proportionablyg/rfl^^ in not observing, 
when it is ih our power, these txvo more easy 
institutiohs/ which are not only of a higher 
authority/ but also the distinguishing badges^ 
of a 'ktioit' exceHeif t profession .'• ' 

By the word Sacrament the church tells 
us, is meant an outzvard and visible sign of an 
hnvard and spiritual grace given unto vs, or- 
dairied by Christ himself y as a means xvhereby 
tve receive the same y (ind a pledge to assure us 
-thereof. Now for the clearer linderstinding of 
this account which the church gives .of a sacra- 
. fnenty it is necesj^ary that the several parts of 
which it consists, should be distinguished. 
According to this definition which the church 

* • ■ 

g Bkt if ye had known wh'it thift.msaneth,! will have mercy, 
9ndnc^s9cnfiQ^,. ye. would not have condcixmed ihergtiihless.-iA- 
Matt^ xU. 7. . . ^ 

• b- Arid the^untircitmdsed than child* whose flesh o^his foreskin 
it- n^t ciippttiQisod, .that soial- isliaH- be cut' oft froiiL his people ; he 
hath broken my covenant. — G£n^ xvix. 14. . 

i Btit the man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and for- 
beareth to keep the passover; .tverf the same tfoul shall be cut off 
from his people. — Numb. \x. 13. 

t For this is the loye of God that we keiep his commandments: 
and hip commanxinrthts are i^ot grievous; — 1 yobn v. 3. 
, / ^ee that ye ref usenothim that s^jeaketh. . For if they escaped. ■ 
■fwt who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not 
vr^^dscfape, i£.wcitusn away from him that speaketh from heaven* . 
— -Se^. xii. 25. 

m For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
5hc.w thjB Lord's death till he come. — 1 Cor, xi. 26. 

n For the HaW ^as given by Moses, biit grace and truth camc.^^ 
by Jesus Christ.— ^^^ i. 17. 
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gives of a sacrament, it appears that in qrder 
to constitute a sacramen/yUitre must be,,/?r^/, 
son>ething discernible and apparent to pur 
senses; wiiich, secondli;, must repre3ent som^ 
spiritual grace and fiavour yov^chsafed us by 
God'y thirdly^ the outward sign must be of 
Christ's own institution; ^n^, fourthly^ ap- 
pointed by him as a means of conveying to us 
the inward grace, and as a seal ajnd pl^d^e to 
assure it to us. As these properties are /only 
to be found in Baptism ana the Supper qfgux 
JLordy no other religious rite can be truly 
. called, Qr ought to be esteemed, a sacrament, 
Now the parts of which a sacrament coh-: 
siats are two, viz. The outward visible sign, 
and the imvard spiritual grace, Outwarci 
sensible things can, by the institution of God., 
be a means of conveying, and pledges to 
assiure to us, divine grace and favour. These 
sacramental signs were ordainedby GOD in 
gracious condescension to our infirmities, there- 
by to iufcrin our understanding,! tPi refresh 
our memories, and to excite our affections." 
Their ej^cacy is not owing to any power in 
themselvesy but to the blessing of Christ upon 
his own institutions and Appointments.^ We 
arc not therefore to doubt, but that, in the right 
use of the outward means^. he will, by th^ 
power ot his spirit, though in a manner un» 

o'So then neither is he that pUnteth any thln^^ neither he thit 
vatereth i but God that giveth the increase.—! Cor. iiit 7. 
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known .to jjoml^^tt^ 3Lti}ifCi^ 

tisrn,9 ^xidicokwj^ 

Supper, to th^.^Wdfirthgrreoeivers/tHercoF, the 

divine grace signified' thereby, according to 

his own most true promise. T * • '^ 

Th^ LoriTs Supper is so called!, bfcdause 
the feivish custom of eatiilgi bread abd drink^ 
ing wine, at the Gorrclu8ion.of the'/)a^c/lrffc«V^//>- 
//^> was^by our Lord converted-infe the sa- 
crament of his most precious boSf and bhodJ* 

The church teaches iis, that-fAe outivard 
part or sign of the Lord's Supper is Sread 
and ivine, xvKich the Lord has cominHnded 
to be received. .Though it is ouP'^*tyt6^est 
satisfied in our Lordls.wiil and pleasure, \Vith- 
out seeking after, a .reason for his appoint- 
ments; we cannot but observe, that as our 
spiritual purification is appositely represented 
by watery in the o/Aer. sacrament, so is our 
spiritual, sustfinance hy .bread and tviney in 
this. JRcead. and wiae being both parts of 

' p The^ wind Uoweth whefe it listdth* and thou )iearest the souind 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh» andwhij^er itg^oethi 
io it every one that is bom of the Spirit.— %^i iil. 8. 

q And now, why tarriest thou ? arise, and be baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.— ^u^cft xxii. 16.. 

r As the living Father hath sent me, and 1 live by the Father t 
so he that eateth Vne, even he shall live by me^-^ycim vi. ST. 

9 For this is my blood of the New Testament, which -is shed for 
many for the remissioa of sins*— ilfaff. xxvi. 2S. 

t For he is faithfulthat promised.— >^^1 x. 23. . 

If And he took breadj and g;ave thanks, and brake it, aJhd gar^ 
unto them saying*. This is my body which is givon for yoii r {his 
do in remembrance of me. Likewise aho the cup after supper; 
frying. This cup 2s the KewTestaiii^t iff tkiy'blo<U^hich \% sned 
foryou.— Xwiexxii. 19, 20. 
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one complete xtontishm^^tSlfKf^pariitety^ in- 
effectual,^ th-i? saoramtm-J^^^ranhianded • to 
be admiDiitered' ixiib^th JkiMj^i ^^ ' 
^^: , Thq church likewise' tells, ^s^ 'tnat fhe in^ 
xvard party or thifig stgnified^ ^is ^tbe ^ody and 
blqod qf Christ: Hence we ,are tounderkaind, 
th^tiGQD jdidnpt only give his i'Son^'Jesm 
Cbriit. to die iOT. us, but also to ) be our 'Sp^ri* 
ti^al fpodand'iaustcnance id this hbty sacra- 
ment;, s^nd that, ?if we. receive It with a true 
penitent heart an4: lively faith,' we do spirU 
tually eat the flesh of.Christ and drink his 
blp^d.^ . .^ t , . V . ...'■■ ^' ' ^» 
5,.^11i€ chmrch assures j us, that the sacrament 
oj the. Lord's- Supfier 'was: ardained for the 
cp(ntinuaL -, rimeriibrance\o/. the sacrifice of the 
4eaHjliOf Christy and of the benefits which zve 
f^eeeive ' thereby . - This memorial of'Chrrst^s 
death isi to be a standing service in his church, 
Bd Ipng^sit'jcohtinues^^ militant here: on earth. 
Fpri Christclid institute; and in his holy gospel 
command us to continue a perpetual memory 
of his precious death and sacrifice, until his 
idbming ^gain.^ Tlic de^fh of Chriat is called 

• «!■; Th6 cup of blessing which w& bless^ is it not the coTnmunion 
b'l'of^uie blopd of ^Cl^rist ? The bresul which we break, is it not the 
cominunion of the. body pf Cbrist* — 1 Ccr. x* 16. 

9C And.a^;(hey were eating* Jesus took breads aiid blesged it 
and brake it, ai^dg^y^.it.to. the-disoiples, and sa^d, Take,, eat; 
this is my body. And be took the <:up» atid gave i thanks, and 
gave 1^1 to them, sa^ying^ Drink ye. all of it»i^Matt. xxvi« 26, 27. 
\y For my ilesl^ is meat i<ideed» and any. bldod is drink ii.ueedv 
^ytibn vi. 54». • ! 

s For as Qftjeyr) as jfi eAt jthifr.bresld^ and d^k- this' iap, ye da^ 
shew th« Lord's de?^th till he come,— 1 C«r. xL^ 26.. v . ^ ► 
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^sacrifice, because our heavenly father, of his 
tender mercy, gave his only Son Jesus Christ, 
to Suffer death upon the cross for our redemp- 
tions who made thef6 (by his onfe oblation of 
himself orice offered) a full, perfect, and suf- 
ficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction fbt 
the sins of the whole jvorld.? By this sacri- 
fice we receive the remission of our sins, and 
are made partakers of the kingdom of heaven.* 
And as the Son of GOD did vouchsafe tb yield 
up his soul by death upon the cross for our sal- 
vation J sd it is. the duty ofall Christiaris to re- 
ceive the communion. In remembrance of the 
^sacrifice of his death, as he himself hath com- 
manded; and to do it so frequently, that they 
may always have a fresh and lively remem- 
brance thereof, in their minds.*? 

The Eucharist therefore is not only a Satra» 
ment, in which, under the symbols' 6f bread 
and wine, according to' the institution of Ghristi 
the faithfur, truly and spiritually receive the 
body and blood of Christ; but also a true and 
proper sa&ifice, commemorative of the original 
sacrifice and death of Christ for dur' deli-^ 



a And he is the propitiation for our sins : and not for ours onlji 
but also for the sins of the whole world.— 1 yobn ii. 2. 

^ For if , when we were enemies w.t were reconciled to God by 
tne death of his Son ; much more, being reconciled, we shall b« 
■inved b^ his life.— i?om. v*. 10. 

c After the same mai^ek* alsq he took the onp, when' ht had 
supped, saying thiff cup is the New Testament in my blood : this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often 
&s ye eat this bread, and drink thfs cup^ ^re do shew the Lord's death 
till he comet*-l Cor* xit 25, 26. 
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verance from sin and- death: a memorial made 
before God, to plead with him the meritorious 
sacrifice and death of his dear Son for the for- 
giveness of our sins, and all other benefits of 
Christ's passion. The Eucharist being, as its 
jiame imports, a sacrifice of thanksgivings 
t^e bread and wine after they have been of- 
fered or given to God, and blessed and sanc- 
tified by his holjr Spirit, are returned by th^ 
hand of his minister to be eaten by the faith; 
ful,as z feast upon the sacrifices both, to denote 
their being at: peace and favour with God,- be-' 
ing thus fed at his table, and eating of his food, 
^^^d also, to convey to the worthy receivers all 
the benefits - and blessings of Christ's natural 
body and blood, which were offered and slaii^ 
for tTieir redemption,^ 

. 'llie church tells us, that the benefits xohereqf 
xve are partakers, in the Lord's Supper are tht 
strengthening and refreshing of, our. souls, 6y 
/AiC body andblaodof Christy as our bodies arc 
by the bread and wine. As bread and wine^ 
conskjerejd only as naturq.1 foody strengthen 
and tefresh oiir bodie^; soj,. t^his bread ^nd 
wirie, considered and taken, as memorials of 
the body and blood of Christ our master, 
tend to the improvement arid health of 
our souls. In this ordinance our souls are 
strengthened by the most solemn exercise. 
ofi our faith; by the nitost lively acts oi gra- 
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d See Bi^op Seabury^s excelknt Dbcourse on pbe hoi); Kthu 
cbarist. • ' • 



htudeand love, and especially by that sitper^ 
natural grace whicli we receive from tlits 
•piritual.food.^ Our souls are also refreshed 
in this holy sacrament by the comfortable as- 
sutidhcc given us of GOti's favor and gracious 
^obAifSr^'towards u'g^r/that We are very inem-^ 
6^5" tticorpbfate in the mystical body of hi» 
S6ri,^ which is the blessed company of all faith- 
for people; and' also heirs through hope of 
his everlasting kingdom, by the merits of the 
most precioiis death and passion of his dear 

^ * We are'laiight by the cKurdi, ihdt if iire^ 
quired' of tndse who come lathe Lord's Supper 
to ^xamirie themselves, xvhether they repent 
thenf truly of their fom(er, sins, stedfastly pur^ 
■jMstiig to Ittid a new Hfe^' have a lively faith 
in GOD^s mercy ^through Christ, with a thank- 
^V^AA^Mby'dhce'^ofhisdpath, and bein'cha^ 
ritytOiiki^iill Men. ' AH'pers6n3 are to eidi^ine 
lrtt& t'he state bf their souls befdre they come 
to'thfc -Lbrd^s Slipper; because' v<rithout repen- 
tance we are not capable of that pardon which 
is hiti* offered ils:* nor can any but believers 

f He that eatt^tli>,in7 ^esh, and liniM^eth^ 'n^ bloodi dwelletk 
j& inc^ and I in hinw— ^i^^i vi. 56* 

' f Hd that 'spared' not his^oxrh > Son, Ihit delivered hJm np for us 
all, how shall lifB^ not with hia» also-^fi^pd^ gM^e ua all things*— 
jE^in..'viii. 3^« ■ . . . ' • 

- : g Fotwfi are tntmben of his body* of his flesh, ibd of his 
bones. — JSpb. v. 30 

6 And this is the record^ that God hath given to us eternal 
life, aiid'this life is in his 1Son.~l yobn v. !}• 

i Therefore let us keep die feast^ not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of madice and wickedness ; but with the an* 
leavened breaid of sincerity and trutht—- 1 Cor* v. 8. 
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discern the Lord's body in this saci3JX\e|it, or 
reap any spiritual advant^ag? from receiv- 
ing it/ 

The Lord's Supper is not designed for the 
nourishment of the body^ but for the refresh- 
ment of the. 4i(??//;,^nd therefore the fawi!,,must 
be put; in a^ prqp.er disposition to. receive ^iiy^pd 
Jf€<d upon, it.. It Js . a lively rtprtsentatiqn qf 
Christ & dyin^ far the sins of mankind; znA 
therefore to answer ;the end of the institution^ 
the soul niust be possessed, ivi^ fi^if^/ sense 
of the sufferings of Christ and his love to ina^ 
kind, ^nd also y^]!fh ^ h^njJbJe BXii^ Vvf^ly f^ith 
and hope ?jxd,\tvust. in |iis merits, It i$ an-^cc 
of praise and thanksgiving for t;he great^t delir 
verance and blessing that:?Yjer vy^s vouchsafed 
to n\en, or that mankind are capable of receiv- 
ing, jtjan^ely, the reci^eining , i^s fron\ ^^etemal 
de^tl^^ and rqstonng u^.^.tlie,^;^(WJ^;<^Qftd, 
and ^^i^kp^g U3 p^jtakera (»fevj^rljialwalif€| > a»d 
jtl]ierefore,!tq. cejerbratej^;anghti .the soji^r J»»st 
come, prepaf^.wiith. a djie ^<?»^ft: both ^f the 
extreme TWzV^ry ,of our conditiQP without , a re- 
dee/ner, ain,d alsQ pfthe blessings^nA benefits to 
which we are entitled through Christ. It is 
also a memo^iai 6/ ottr deli'perance from the 
pQZi^er of si]^,.^^\ \$j thk ,me'ans> bywhicn we 
hecomt partakers^'ctf-tke' Spirit ofGodj'jBitvi 
we. should ther^ore^ ^ring witii us'to this pr- 

> I saidtherefOfe. unto jqjh, That ;e shall die in your sins ; for 
if ye believe 90ttliAtI ana he^ /e.iball d^e iayottr^fins..-7,2^' 
^ii» ^. . . • 
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<lmance not only a willingness^ but a desire to 
be delivered from the power oj out siiis^ an 
earnest longing for the assistance of God's 
grace to subdue them, with firm resolutions 
to improve his grace to that end. In this holy 
ordinance, we behold the supreme claim 
which Christ has to our homage and obe- 
dience, since he bought us with the price of 
his own blood; and therefore we cannot par- 
take of this ordinance aright, without a just 
sense of our obligations to serve and obey him* 
as our Lord and Master, and without resigning 
ourselves to his holy will. The holy Sacmment, 
' under the most impressive and affecting em- 
blems> sets before us the covenant of mercy and 
pardon^ to whick God is pleased to admit man- 
kind, on condition of their repentance and 
amendment; and hence arises the indispensible 
necessity . of repenting of our, past sinsy and 
entering into resolutions of obedience for the 
fiiture, as often as we come to renew this cpve- 
iiant in the sacrament of Christ's body and 
blood. In this holy Supper we hold commu^ 
fiion with our fellotv Christians^ as brethren^ 
and members of th^ same bod^n^^r Christ our 
head; and hence it foUov^ that love, and 
unity^ must be necessary dispositions for a 
right participation of this holy ordinance. 

There are some people who suppose that the 
peril of unworthy receiving ' is so great, that 

/ The peril of receiving the Lord's Snpper unponiiify is 
lietghtetied in the apprehensions of some persons, by the declani- 
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they had better stay away, than run the ha^ar^ 
thereof. The danger indeed is great to them 
who will presume to eat this bread, and df ink 
this cup or the Lord, r^.v///?/ and tmadvisedly :^ 
But their guilt is not less, their situation ndt 
less hazardous, who persist m disobedience to 
the last and dying comnrand of their dearest 
saviour,." and reject his invitation -to so many 
g^r^a^and spiriitial ^dv^niKgeSy^ upon pretence 
of that danger, which it is in their own powder to 
avoid.:^ Our safety therefore consists in xesolv- 

tlon of St.TPaul, (1 Cdr. xi. '29.) Se ibat eateib and drinkeih itn» 
9>ortbily, eatetb and drinkttb damnation to bimself. But it is to* be 
observed, that the word damnation does not signify eternal coa- 
demnation, but ("Jisit is translated in the iharg;in trf'the Bible) tem- 
poral yuf/j'men^t And the un'ujortby recehing, for wlsiich the Co- 
rinthians were afflicted with ternporaljMfl(f went*, such as sickneti 
•and deatby (ver. 50.) consisted in their making no distinction be- 
tween the Lord** Supfier /^nda coTntnon Ttieai, — They did-not de- 
cern tbe Lord's Bfxiy, (ver. 29.) — ^They abused and profaned this 
solemn insiimtionby gluttony 2ind drunkenness, (ver. 21, 22.) and by 
fontentious and factions behaviour, (ver. 18.) Christians -in the 
present day, therefore, unless they in the saine nuay with the Corin- 
thians, conteonn and profane the Lord's Supper, tanncJt'he giiilty 
of that unviorthy receiving imentioned by St. Paul, for which the 
Corinthians su!>tained, not eternal condemnation, but, temporal 
j'udg^nent. 

m, WhereforeAvhosoever shalleat'this bread,' and drink this cup 
of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord. For this clause many are weak and sickly among you, 
and p.iany sleep. — ^1 Cor. xir27, 30. 

n For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered 
•unto you, I'hat the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was 
betrayed, tdok bread : And when he had given thanks, he brake 
ir, and said. Take, feat : This is my body, which is broken for 
you : this do in rcjilembrance of me. — 1 Cor. xi 23, 24. 

o Come unto me, ail ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. — Matt. xi. 28. 

p For if we would judge ourselve&, we should not be judged.— 
1 Cor. xi. 3J. 
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irig to do the duty required, and to take the 
best care so to prepare ourselves, that the per- 
formance may be accepted by God.^ 

It may now be proper to explain the nature 
of those duties which are required of those 
who come to the Lord's Supper. The first 
duty is to repent us truly of our former sins. 
We should examine our lives and conversa- 
tions by the rule of GOD's commandments f 
and zvherehzsoever we shall perceive ourselves 
to have offended, either by will, word, or 
deed, there we must bewail our own sinful- 
ness,' and confess our guilt to Almighty God.^ 

Having examined our lives and confessed 
our sins before God, and humbled ourselves 
under the sense of our natural depravity and 
actual guilt, we should then turn our thoughts 
upon the only means by which we can be re- 
deemed from our sins, and reconciled to GOD. 
The means of our deliverance from sin, and 
restoration to the divine favor, are provided ia 
the plan of salvation through Jesus Christ. In 
him we Iiave redemption^ even the forgiveness of 
our sins.^ Him hath God set forth to be the 

g But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup.— 1 Cor. x\. 28. 

r Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. 
•^-XflTn.. iii. 40. 

* Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, ^ut that ye sor- 
rowed to repentance. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to 
salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow gf the world worketh 
death.— 2 Cor. vii. 9, 10. 

t For I ^knowledge vtky transgressions ; and my sin is ever 
before me.-^F^aifn U. 3. . 

u Col. i. 14. 



^U THE SACRAMENT OP THE 

pfopitiationfor our sins. • He is the Mediator 
' between God and Man. He gave himself a 
ransom for all.* He is our advocate with the 
Fat her. y By his death we are reconciled to 
Godf He has made our peace with the Father 
through the btaod of his Cross.^ 

It is a comfort to us, under the sense and 
burthen of our sins, to consider, not only that 
we have a Saviour and Redeemer^ but that 
he has given humble and penitent Sinners 
the most gpacious invitations and encourage^ 
ments to come to him for parrfon and salvation. 
Come unto me (says the'blessed Jesus,)* all ye 
^that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
ymt rest. He thai cometh to mCyl will in n6 
wise cast out. ^ And he tenderly declares, ''"that 
He came^into the tvorld, on purpose to callsin^ 
ners torepentdnce; and to seek and to save 
that which was bst.^ 

The consideration of these gracious declara- 
tipns ^nd encouragements, together with the 
sense of our own vileness and misery , will pre- 
pare us id come to Christ, with a true and 
lively faith's neither trusting to our own merits, 
nor distrusting the mercies of God, but cast^ 
ing ourselves wholly upon the merits of Jesusf 
Christ J in a stedfast reliance that through his 



■W I^otn. ill. 25, x 1 Tiifi, ii. 5, 6. 

y 1 John ii. 1 z Mom. v. 10. 

a Col. i. 20. ^ Matt. xi. 28. 

e Xuj^e xix. 10. 
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blood we 'shall receive tlie remission of our 
sins, and being Justified by faiths shall have 
peace tvith 'Godj through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

But then we must remember, that the re- 
deifiption of Christ consists in his delivering 
lis, not only from the guilt of our sins past, 
but alsd from the poiver vlvlA dominion of sin 
ror the tfme to come. Christ gave hiins^lffor 
uSy riot only that he might redeem us from all 
iniqwity; - but likewise that *he might purify 
unto himself a peculiar people ^ zealous of good 
zvork^J/ He was manifested^ not only to 
take < away 'our sinsy but also by his blood to 
p^fge our consciences from dead works to serve 
ike Living GodM. No persons then inust hope 
for any benefit by the death of Christ, but they 
who will take the. redemption, which he 
wrought, virhole arid entire J and receive him as . 
a Saviour> not only from the guiUhwt from the 
dominion of siri. None mu$t hope for the par^ 
don of his sins past, but he who sincerely de-. 
sirestobe delivered frpiii them for the time to, 
come. ; • 

And therefore having begun the work of' 
repentance in the c(?72/<?^^/^/i*of our past sins,, 
and the humiliation of our souls under a 
sense of them ; we* riiust continue and per- . 
feet itj by solemnly professing, iri the pre- 
sence of God, our earnest desires to be de-. 

<52 
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livered from the poioer of shiy and our riesolu- 
tions, through the assistance of his grace, to 
forsake ungodliness and xvorldly lusts y^ and to 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, while Ixe 
shall please to continue us in this world. 

When, upon :examination, we think WQ 
have reason humbly to trust that we tjruly and 
earnestly repent of our sins, and are in love and 
charity with our neighbours, and intend to 
lead a new life, following the commandments 
of GOD, and walking in his holy ways. We 
must thep draw near without fear/ and take 
the holy sacrament to our comfort; firmly be- 
lieving that Almighty pOD, for the sake of 
our blessed Redeemer, and in regard to the 
merits of his death, will mercifully pardon us, 
and graciously receive us as worthy commu-^ 
jiicants. 

We should behave with all possible re- 
verence and devotion, when we present our- 
selves amongst our brethren whocometo feed 
on the banquet of that most heavenly food. 
.3Vith hearts impressed with penitence, with 
faith, with reverence and love, our principal 
business at the altar should be- to give most 
humble and hearty thanks to GOD the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Gm^i, for all the bles- 
sings vouchsafed unto Xm but especially for 
the redemption of the \»nd, by the death and 

h Tit. ii. 11. 12. * " 

i For God hath not given us the spirit of fear ; but of power, 
and of Iqve, and of a souud mind.— 2 Tim. i. T* 
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passion of oUr Saviour .Christ* both GOD and 
man. To the ever blessed Trinity we s;hould> 
at all times^ but more especially at these 
opportunities of commemorating the inesti- 
mable love displayed in the redemption, be 
most diankful ; ascHbing continual Jpraise to 
Father^ Son^ and Holy Ghost, who created, 
redeemed) and sanctifieth us, through Jesus 
Christ our Ix>rd. 



The obligation of teeeivin^ the Holy Commu* 

nion stated^ and the various pretences 

for negledting it, considered 

and routed. 
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FROM the foregoing account of the holy 
Eucharist, it appeiatrs that it is the highest and 
most important acti of Christian worship. It 
is the memorial of the passion and death of our 
blessed Redeemer, made before the Almighty 
Father, to render hirfi propitious/ to us^ by 
pleading with him the meritorious sufferings 
of his beloved Son. .It is a sensible pledge of 
God's 4ove to ns, who, as he has given his Son 
to die for us,* so has be given the precious body 
and blood of Christ; to be our spiritual food 
and sustenance. And as the bread of this 
.world, frequently^ taken, is necessary to keep 
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qfJGrodi' frequently: ce^iemdj fceccssiij' to p^- 
sefve - the soiil jn spiritual' health, rand to I keep 
the divine ilifeCii «£dth^and holinefib from be- 
coming extirict^in* us;' ^ / \ 
< 'An ^ oitiinance^ of so\ sublii»i«i aiidi e^oakdd fi:} 
ndtore^ fruitini of siieh in^iiki&ble;%^66irigli^ 
and enjoined bans bir that btessefd Rede^tn^tn 
who laid down his lire for us,^'^^ ^<>^ld si]^ 
pose, wouljd be highly valu<;d, and humbly and 
gratefully received by all who profess them- 
selves GhristiansV It is hdw'e ver, a lamentable 
truth, that the greater proportion of Christians , 
live ]n;t|ie lml^iti|?^l|h^^^^ 
ing badge, of thi^^ .Cjb^^ 
ordinance ' wki^h. uni(e3, i^p^ Re- 
deemer, and which i^. the invaluable seal and 
pledge of his mercy tind' gfrace. Let those 
who neglect this sacred ordinance be per- 
suaded to pauseptisd^^efrioaiBlj^ to cM&M^r the 
Weighty » op&gativns which th^y : ©otateihn, and 
^e fpllV aadrguilt: of the dxmses which they - 

Christians are^ bound to receive the holy 
tpminiani6n by; th« obfi|[ati6ns of d^tt/'y of 
gratitude, Bxsdx^interesi^ ^ ^ ' 

^ DutyW^^^^' O&iSkt our L6rd and Sa- 
viour has wmtd€mdi^m$ t^ret^i^^ the^doriv- 
Inunipn, in rem^mbmnpi • of his death and 
i>dssion. ** Do this, (saj^s We^) in'remembrance 
of tne/*^ Are we not bound to revere andr 

' k Luke xxii. 19* . 
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cherish, with the most sacred fervor, the com- 
mand of a dying friend 9 And shall we be in- 
sensible to the pressing injunction of our Lord 
and Master, who, at the moment when he 
was about to lay down his life for us, even for 
us, who were his enemies y commanded us ta 
commemorate his infinite love! 

The powerful claims oi gratitude ut^^ our 
obedience to his command. Transcendent 
-were the love and compassion which he dis- 
played for us. ** The Son of God, the bright- 
ness of the Father*s glory, humbled himself 
even to the death upon the cross for us, mise- 
rable sinners, who lay in darkness and the 
shadow of death." He instituted and ordained 
holy mysteries,''as pledges of this his infinite 
• lovCi and for a continual remembrance of hisf- 
death and passion. And shall we not grate- 
fully commemorate his infinite love towards 
us, in the way that he hath appointed ? Shall 
tve refuse to render him even the tribute 
oi thanh for the inconceivable sufferings he 
endured for us, for the inestimable blessing$ 
Me purchased for us^ By neglecting the insti- 
tuted memorial of his love and mercy, we 
virtually say to our blessed Redeemer, — We 
cherish no sensibility for thy sufFerinffS; we 
care not, though the displays of thine mfinite 
love be forgotten; we set no value on the in- 
finite conoesccnsions of thy mercy. — Pause 
and reflect, ye who neglect this sacred ordi- 
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nance, how great is the guilt of ingratitude^ 
which you incur. , 

But, if ditty does not impel you, if gratitude 
cannot excite you, listen at least to the calls 
o( interest. Consider how many great and 
inestimable benefits are annexed to this sacred 
ordinance. The pardon of sin; the assistance 
and consolations of God^s holy Spirit; and 
an earnest pledge of a glorious resurrection to 
eternal life, these are the blessings assured to 
us by a worthy participation of the body and 
blood of Christ. When therefore, we absent 
ourselves from the holy Sacrament,, we wil- 
fulljr deprive ourselves of the greatest blessings 
which we can receive in this world, peace of 
Conscience> the guidance and consolations of 
divine grace, the securjiy of a happy resurrec- 
tion to life and glory. Shall not then, the 
powerful considerations of interest urge us 
worthily to partake of an ordinance which 
rescues us from the guilt of sin, from the 
curse of God, from, everlasting woe? Shall we 
deliberately contemn the favour of God, the 
consolation and powerful operations of his 
Spirit, and the immortal felicities of his hea- 
venly kingdom ! Not less is the folly than the 
guilt of neglecting this inestimable pledge of 
divine mercy, -of grace, of immortal life and 
glorv. 

None of the various pretences that are 
urged, can justify the neglect of this' sacred 
institution. 
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The tares of the tvorld are urged \>y mao^ 
^s «n -excuse for not coming to the holy Com- 
TOunion. In this manner they reason : — ^They 
heartily wish they were more disengaged from 
the business of the world; but since thisis not 
their lot, they dare not approach so heavenly 
an institution, with hearts so much possessed 
^hd infected with earthly cares. But let such 
persons consider, that the i^kristian Religion 
'allows no man, whatever his condition be, to 
engage his heart so far in the affairs of this 
•world, «s to neglect the care of his soul, and 
the concerns of the next life. Whoever, there- 
fore, pteads thsct he is unfit for the holy Sacra- 
merit because his heart is over-run with the 
x:ares of the world, confesses that he leadis a 
life directly opposed to his Christian obliga- 
tions. They who were bidden to the supper 
in the Gospel,' excused themselves from com- 
ing, upon account of their worldly concerns; 
but they were pronounced unworthy of the 
heavenly feast for this very reason, because they 
••preferred their teniporal business before their 
•eternal welfare. No man is rendered unfit for 
^he Sacrament by the occupations and business 
of this life, who pursues them with moderation 
and honesty, with a due regard to the laws of 
God, and his good Providence over us; and 
whoever pursues them otherwise, makes him- 
iielf unfit for heaven. The hearts of men be- 

/ Lultk sir. 16. 
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ing apt to dwell too much upon the things of 
fliisr world, and to be buried in the cares and 
concerns of it; God has provided the holy Ordi- 
nances of the <jospel, to raise our souls §tom 
the earth, and to replenish them from time to 
time with heavenly thouffhts and pfieditations. 
And therefore, instead of making the cares. of 
this life piXi exQuse for abstaining h^om the h<^y 
Sacrament, those who desire in good earnest 
to live like Christians, and ait the same time 
find themselves much engaged in the afiairsof 
this world, will, upon mat : very account,' be 
.desirous to attend the ordinances of religion, 
in order to withdraw their thoai^hts from Qiese 
worldly concerns, and to r^ecjeive upon their 
jso^ftls, (sudi a sense of heaven and heaven Ij 
things, as may Ijeep them from being buried 
in the cares and pursuits ©f this life.. 

Others pretend, that they are desirous to 
cpme to the Sacfament ; but when they look 
back upon their past lives y they see so much 
sin and corrupt ion^ and are so much humbled 
and dejected at the sight oi it, that they can- 
not think themselves in any measure worthy to ' 
partake of so divine an institution. . But such, 
a sense of their vileness (when it produces a 
resolution to cast off the sins which have made 
them so vile) is the first qualification, of a woi^ 
ihy receiver, because it is the step towards our 
reconciliation to God, and our being rexeived 
into favour with him. They whom Chi;ist 
particularly invites to come to him, with pro- 
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lAises of pardon, and comfbrl, and spiritual 
strength/ are such only as being zveary un- 
der the sense and burthen of their sins, do ear- . 
nestly desire to be delivered from them. For 
it is an idle pretence in men, to sajr that they 
are ashamed of their vileness; while they re- 
solve to keep their sins, which they know will 
make them fevery day viler, i 

A third sort are afraid to come to the holy 
Sacrament, on account of the fnanj/ and great 
temptations with which the daily business of 
life is accompanied; arid they cannot think it 
the part of a good man to enter into solemn 
vows and resolutions, which, by reason of such 
temptations, he xnust despair of keeping. Some 
callings and professions do, indeed, lay n^n 
open to more temptations than others. ' But 
BO calling or profession, which is just and ho- 
nest, can expose a man to temptations, which 
may not be overcome with care and watchful- 
.ness^ and the assistance of God's grace. A 
foresight of temptations will induce eveiy 
•Christian, who heartily desires to live virtu- 
ously in. his vocation, to come* often to the 
holy Sacrament for new supplies of strength to 
resist them. They, who make the greatness of 
the temptations which may assail them a rea- 
son for abstaining from the Sacramento do, in 
effect, give thems^ves up to the..enjoyment of 

• : • ■ ; 

9 Come unto i^e, all ye ^hat labour and are kpxr^ iadeiii $ni I 
-will give you veit,-^Matt, xi, 28. 
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then' lusfSy yvYiichy in oA^r words^ is^o^ll^fc 
themselves up t© eternal destructitm. • 

There are others who are discouraged ftom 
coming to the Lord's Tabte^ iiot ofely Ijy flife 
probability of their falling afterwaQrds^ iialo sin, 
put by a persuasion that sin c&mmitted after 
the holy Sacrament tvill rwoer be Je^given^ 
This is so far from being true, that '^fe good 
ii^ason why CbristKins should cottie^fw^itlw^^ 
to the holy Sacmment, is, because^ by thej^^ 
quent omissicms of their dutyi they ha^e. Ac 
greater ne^d frequently to renew their cove^ 
jiant with .Cod. : If we could live in • a state of 
innocence, we should have no need of renetih 
ing ovLT covenant with him. But becou^ 
through the fraalty of our ccMTupt nature, and 
tb^ manifold temptations that encompass yS} 
we so. frequentily break our part ©f the cove- 
nant ; we have therefore the greater neied of 
4hat mercy i and those new supplies of grace, 
whijch are conveyed, to the sincere, and fcnb- 
tent, in this isacred ordinance. ^ 

Wheneve;r we come to renew our x^venant 
with <jk)d, yv^ engage, to forsake 6ur sins, hjr 
vety solemn vows and resolutions. These 
iare a great restraint from falling again into 
-sin. - Whoever makes /such vows with a sin- 
cera cfesire tO)be delivered, from his sins^ and, 
rememberingihis vows aftervrards, is rWat^h- 
ful Qver his ways, and prays for the grace of 
iGrod to' enable him to perform his vows | who- 
ever thus strives to get the mastery o verbis sins. 
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and to come daily, nearer to perfection, is cer- 
tainly inv a- state, of salvation; His honest en- 
deavours veil! be accepted by God, although 
he never arrive to a state of innocence to 
which' no man ever can attain. For as long 
as we continue in this world, it will be true> 
even of the best men, X\idXy If tliey say they havo 
no Siriythey deceive themselves^ and the truth is 
7iot in them. But then it is as true, that our sins 
become much less, and our righteousness much 
greater^ by frequently renewing our vows of 
obedience in this holy Sacrament; As to the 
sins, into which, notwithstanding these vows, 
and our most earnest endeavours to perform 
lhem> we may afterwards fall, God gives 
ys a lively assurance in these holy mysteries, 
ihsitjae have an Advocate zvitk the Father, Je- 
sus Christ the Righteous^ and> that he is the 
propitiation for our siiis. Although therefore 
men not pply may fall into sin, but are very 
Iur€iS[At they shall be sinning, more or less, 
^s long as they continue in this frail and cor- 
rupt state.; yet is this no reason to abstain from 
the Sacrament^ but a very powerful one why 
they should receive it ffegiiently. It is the 
means both of mak;ing us less sinful by far than 
ive otherwise should be, and of raising and 
enlivening our faith; in Christ for the pardon 
.of all those sins, which, notwithstanding a con- 
sciei\tious care and diligence on ppr part, we 
either have committed, or may hereafter com- 
mit. 
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The foregoing error, that there is no-pai-doft 
for sins committed after receiving the holy 
Saci^mient, has been fhe oeca»ion ^6f afftother 
unhappy and dangerous mistake> thatjhe way 
for Christians to Ibe safe^ is, never t^recehe^ 
the blessed Sacrament but upon their dtath-bedj 
or when they have no hope of living longefr in 
this world. This erroneous and dangerous 
idea is founded on the presumptuous^ and ab- 
surd opinion, that the Saci*ament of Christ's 
body and blood, saves men by some secret 
and resistless efficacy- that it has been insti- 
tuted to encourage them in wickedness ail 
their lives, upon an assurance, that it wfll cariy 
them to heaven when they die^ This daii^ 
gerous mistake, also, absut^dly supposed, -tlfift 
those persons can be partakers of the virtues 
and benefits of the holy eucharist, who are 
ignorant of its nature ^ its ^wrf, and benefits yZXidi 
who are so far from being preparedfor it, that 
they scarcely know what preparation is ne<^- 
sary. And, what preparation can men be sup- 
posed to make, who, begin ftot to think of 
receiving the communion, till they are seized 
with the pains, infirmities, and agonies of a 
dying-bed? With so short a warning, and 
under such wesikness of body, and ccmmsibn, 
perhaps, distraction df mind, hoVv can men ip*- 
mediately receive ihstnictipn concerrimg ^he 
highest arid most solemn ordinance of the ^sf- 
pel, or recollect and confess their sins before 
God ? At their death, and oft-times in theft: 
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old ?^gie, they want. to be taught the things 
\yhic£ christians are bound to learn betimes ni 
thejf?:yoUth. . Wlierr they are going out of the 
workJi they only begin to desire, and think of, 
th^t bread from keaven, which God designed 
for their spiritual nourishment in their passage 
through l^ff. By the very means which he ap- 
pointed foT a daily n^strmnt from sinning, they 
liQpe at Qiice tp wasl^ away the whole guilt of 
going on securely in a long life of sin. In 
the saiijie day or hour that they are first taught 
what the Sacrament is, and what is ncjcessary 
to prepare, them for the worthy receiving of 
it,_the preparation itself is at once to be be- 
gwo, carried on, and finished ! . » 

• They, who are yet in their youth, or at least 
in theenJQyment.of healthi ^ould be warned 
not to rely upon the prospect of length of 
days. Instead of fl^ttering^ themselves with 
.^uch uncertain hopc5, tjiey are to be warned 
to-enter immediately upon the oi;^ sure way 
-T-happily^ ^ plain znd clear way. They 
$hQiild inform themselves in the true nature 
and design ef the holy Communion. Then 
going through the preparations requisite to 
n^ake them worthy partakers, according to 
;thei decrees. of leisure which their circilm- 
sjtaniee^ wilhallow > tbie:y shoyld be frequently 
.^t the. Xoird-* table, iil the time of their health. 
When they cot&i to die, they will then under- 
stand the state of their souls. Their hearts will 
have been accustomed to the thoughts of hea- 

D2 
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ven and heavenly thittgs;' Thu3 habituated 

'" to the exercises and ' duties of tli^ Chri^ian 
life, they will j at 'the awftilhburdi^ death,- be 
properly fitted attd prepared to receive the holy. 
Eucharist, as the seal of God's final pardon, 
as their invaluable comfort and support bin- 
der the agonies of a dying-bed, as the joyful 

. pledge or a trhimphant passage, through the 
grave and gate of d^ath^ to immortal blessed- 
ness and' glory. - 

Viain^and idle -therefore; are all the pre- 
tetitiH which keep' us from the tSble of- our 
Lord. By this neglect and cobtOTipt of hfe. 
sacfcd iii[junction, we forfeit the, most iiiesti-- 
mable blessings, we ince* the ^hieavi*&t guUt. 
Nd longer let u§ remain Unsensible tp our duty, 
and our interest^ to our^ present and' etenial 
peace* The care of our souls is the one thin|f . 

/ heedfQJ-r^d work out dur salvatibn, a concern; 
of supreme importance^ In tender compas^ 
sion, the Redeemer 'h^h^J)rovided; in his- holy 
Supper, the means of our Teconciliatiop to bur 
offended God, arid of out- irestoration to holiness 
»rid immortal glory. 'Impressed with his in- 
finite co^ipassion for us, and earnestly desi- . 

' rotas to be partakers of his salvation, let us re- 
sob^e to commemorate his love-in the holy. 
Supper which ' he instituted, and receiviftg 
with penitent and believing ^beaiJtsihesymh 
bob of his body and blood; become partakers 
of his mercy, his grace, his everlasting glory^ 
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7b.be used by a /icriorif wAo, havi?ig lived in/orgeiJuineM of 

.Godjjand in the ne(^lect ^.Ids.C/iriiHan obHgcUiofu^.is'^ 

\ awakened to a ^enae^, qfhia guilt and^dangerj and ia de*^ 

mfOU9. to seal /as fiaf?don and reconciliation with Gody in tic' - 

hidy. JSacramenf* J. ." 
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O liORD GOD ; towhom I am boimd by the most ; 
ppwerfuj and endearing ties! 'For thou art the author and ^ 
preserVer,of my; being, the ^urce of all my mercies, my 
everlafiting'Ilede)emer- and J.udge*rtThou hast lighted up 
in my soul those ispiritual and immortal powers* by which 
I am rendered oapable of the fruition of .thee^ the fbun* 
tain of perfection., and rbliss---iThy. gracious Providence 
has conducted me through tbe^dangei? anditrials of life--- 
Thy rich; Upunty- has suf^lied all my wants, and crowned 
my lot with mercy and loving rkindness— Thy unmerited 
grace has ofEered to me the infinite blessings of everlast- . 
ing life and redemption. O.my God! I acknowledge 
tl^ the sincere, gratjEifijJ,, and ardent service of my past 
life wofuld ^ave.been a feeble^remm to the^i for thine, in- 
finite love« With shame ttien, I con&ss, that^^ven this 
inadequa!t0 tribute. hsAbeen withheld from thee. With 
shame, I .confe'Bs, th^t^ tnbugh the $olemn engagements 
and qtiitk^mg gr^c^ of JBaptism.wfereimposed.upQnme, 
though the fountain of thy mercy has been opened to me 
IB- the/ Sacrament of the body and blood of thy Son, 
tliough'the sacred obligations and exalted rewards of thy 
service have been continually displayed to me in the mi- 
nistrations of the sanctuary, though thy Providence has 
called, thy holy Spirit "wSrBed me, I have yet continued 
insensible to the claims of thy love, to my own highest 
duty and happiness. O Lot^, I have violated the most 
solemn obligations. I have been insensible to the most 
exalted privileges* I have resisted the solicitations of thj^ 
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, grace and mercy, though urged by the precious blood of 
thy beloved Son, which was poured forth a sacrifice for 
my sins. Forever blessed be thy long-suffering mercy 
O my God ! that thoii basft ncft given me up to the.^-zaV 
ofmxf own toaya^ that thou hast not inflicted upon me the 
awful punishment due to my ingratitude and guilt. 




dience^ ^O dd^bustrdngtherini^ desires of feturhing 
unto thee, my humble but earnest resolution^ oCchuising 
thee, as my satisfying and eternal portion. And for- 
asmuch as'diou teist opened ID tlie humble atidTpe^iitent;^ 
in the> < hcly- Sacrament of t6e altar, the renovatii^ foun- 
tain of grace and mercy ; let me no longer neglect this 
sacred and endearing^ pledge of my Sa^cmHs Love« Prc-^ 
pare my bearti^ by the 'powerfut^enftioas of thy grace, 
fop worthily receiv^irigthe chicifiea body and bkxxi of my 
4de»ied Lbrd; Awaken *my contrition, quicken liay &ith, 
'•nHven my 1o^ confirm my resohttioas of ob^ence, 
•that goiiigto the alta^ relying' on my Redeem^r^ merits ;t 
and arrayed in the robes of his righteousness, I may obtain 
reconciliation with thee my Godr— may receive ii^plies 
of that quickening grace- which willconduct me^ through 
the sorrows and temptations; of this mortal pilgrimage^ to 
- tiie Uiseful frttiiion, ■■ in the hbtfttenly Zion,^ i of l^e evid:- 
lasting glories of the Gcklli^dd; lo whom. Father,. Scm, 
and Holy Ghost, my AltiiJgh^Creator, tny teercifid He* 
deemer, my eternal SaAcdfif^-be ascribed, aM powerand 

v^ht^ majesty and dotmhioii} 'henceforth and fiTrerrcri 

• •■ ♦ ■■>■■•«•«•»«... ,. 

■ AMEN.; 

... • . » . :-•.»» 
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WEEK'S PREPARATION 



Monday Morning, 



[Prtfiaratory Prayer^ to be used every day*^ 

DIRECT ME, O LORD, in all my doings >wth th^ 
most gracious favour, and further me with thy C9ntinual 
help, that in all my works, begun, continued, cm<i ended 
m thcie, I may glorify thy Holy Name, and fiiiaHy', by thy 
mercy, obtain everlasting life through Jesus Christ' our 
Loi-d— AMEN. .'f 

MEDITATION ,. . 

ON THE NATURE AJWT BENEFITS OF THE 

1 

LORD'S SUPPER. 

I 

/ 

AND as they were eating, Jjesus took bread- and 
blessed it, and brulce it, and gave it to the disciples, and 
said, Take, eat ; this is my body. And he took the cup 
and gave thanks, and gave it to therti, saying, Drink ye 
all of it: For this is my bipod of the New Testament, 
tHiich is shed for many, for the remission of sins.-^il^/« 
xxvi. 26, 27, life, r 

IT was in the moment when a crael death 
was about to separate the blessed Jesus from 
his disciples, and when sorrow and despon- 
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dency in the prospect of losing their beloved 
master had ove/rwhelmed them — it was iff this 
solemn and interekmg mbment, that our Sa- 
viour instituted a holy rite to be the seal of his. 
mercy and grace, and enjoined it on his dis- 
ciples as the endearing, memorial of his dying 
love. Enjg^g^d in celebrating the pa5?>over, a^ 
rite commemorative of the deliverance of 
the Jews from the wrath of the destroying an- 
gel, he had been offering up the paschal lamb,. 
a memorial of that latnb> whose blogd,. sprink- 
led on. the houses of the Jews, had been the- 
pled^e of their deliverance.! But die time hadi 
airiycd^ whep, the sih^idows and types of the law 
W.er^ to be all consummated in the glorjouii 
person of 4;he^ayioup, whQm they had all, with . 
impre^ive significance, foreshewn^ to whom 
they had all, with radiant Ught,, borne witness.. 
Instead of the legal "oktinij he substituted him- 
self^ as the trn^ paschal la7nby and, to avert the 
wr^th of divine justice from a guilty world, . 
offered himself up vih all sn^cknt sacrifice to 
bis Almighty Father. He took bready and con- 
secrated it to, be the symbol of his torfy which 
Vas ^o be giv-€;n for the sips of the world; • H§ 
blessed the cz//> (j/* ?c;/we to represent his A'~' ^ 
which was to be shed to atone for sin. 
•appointed these satred elements to be the rfe- 
presentatiye symbols of the sacrifice of the 
^ross, the memorial, oi his^ precious sufferings 
and death by which our redemptiOii wa§ eflfe^i 
'ed. Arid, that the blessings of this . toi ** ' 
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•might be conveyed to his redeemed people to 
the end of the world, he gave authority to his 
Apostks and their successors to consecrate 
bread and wine as the memorials of his body 
and blood, thro' the devout participation of 
which, his humble and penitent followers 
should receive all the inestimable blessings of 
his solvation. 

Contemplate, O my soul, with holy awe, 
this sacred mystery; contemplate, with lively 
gratitude, the inestimable blessings whith thy 
Saviour conveys to thee, thro' this hallowed 
ordinance. Christians, uniting with their au- 
thorised ministers in the celebration of this 
holy sacfament, present beforfe God, a sacri- 
fice commemorative of that all-sufficient sTa- 
crifice which tlie Saviour made. Receiving 
with lively faith the consecrated elements, they 
are made partakers of all those blessings which 
where purchased by the offering which Christ 
made of his sacred body and blood. They 
are cleansed from siny they are restored ta 
communion and peace with God, they are 
strengthened by the presence and cotisolations 
-pf h\s holy Spirt tf they are preserved by the 
♦^vifying body and blood otChrist unto ever- 
lasting life. 

Oh! sublime and precious mystery! Jesus, 
exalted in glory, condescends to become, by re- 
presentative symbols, the ^"^miVLsXfo'ody support 
and strength of his people. Surrounding this 
^holy table Christians hear the voice of their 
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blessed Redeemer pronouncing their pardon ; 
they receive, as it were, ffom his own hands, 
the pledges of their Salvation, the sacred em- 
blems of his life-giving body and blood. ^^ As 
often as they eat this bread and drink this cup, 
they do shew forth the Lord's death till he 
come/' ^ 

Bless God, O my soul, for his infinite love 
in .giving \us.onl]f. Son, for thy redemption. — 
Bless thyi Saviour, for graciously condescend- 
ing to institute a'sacted rite, in which, under 
the most lively and affecting emblems, thou 
mayest commernorate his death and be made 
partaker of the benefits of his passsion. Art 
thou desirous, Oiny soul, to obtain that peace 
ond happiness which thou hast in vain sought 
from a disappointing world — Go to the holy 
Supper of thy Lord, where he waits to dispense 
to thee a peace which passeth all understand- 
ing, a peace which the world can neither givi^ 
nor take away, ,a peace which his infinite 
mercy inspires, which his almighty grac^ 
cherishes, land which shall flourish forever un- 
der t^e smiles of his love. Art thou weary 
and heavy laden, O my sou\, under the burden 
-of thy sins, under the oppressing cares and 
sorrows of the world — Go to the altar, where 
the arms of thy Redeemer are extended to Em- 
brace thee, to shield thee in his bosom from 
•every 'guilty pang, from every corroding sor- 
row. Do unholy passions invade thy peace, 
idoes temptation overcome thy frail resolutions. 
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does sin defile thee, O my soul, and render 
thee obnoxious to that God who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity — Go to the altar, 
where thy gracious Redeemer sits enthroned, 
glorious in his power, mighty to save. By his al- 
mighty fiat,he willquell the tumult of thy guilty 
passions; his heavenly grace descending upon 
thee^^jll purify and renew thy affections* will 
guide'thee through all difficulties, will arm thee, 
with victorious strength, oyer all temptations.. 
Id the imperfect and transitory gratifications. 
of the present life, thou dost in vain seek, O 
my soul, for that full and substantial enjoy- 
ment for which thy aspiring powers ardently 
pant-r- Go then to the altar, and receiving, with 
lively faith, the pledges of thy saviour's grace 
and mercy, enjoy a foretaste of that never-end- 
ing and ineffable bliss, which, in the kingdom. 
of heaven, thou shalt drink, at the everlasting 
fountain of perfection and love. 

Yes, O my God, thy service alone consti- 
tutes the perfection of my nature, thy service 
alpne leads to perfect and eternal bliss. Too 
long the sport of guilty and disappointing plea- 
sures, I now resolve to chuse thee, O my 
God, as my supreme good, my unfailing and 
satisfying portion. Blessed Jesus! thou, who 
art the only way of access unto the Father, 
conduct me to the light of his reconciled coun- 
tenance. ^ 



a 

4 



38 MONDAY MORNING. 



THE PRAYER. 



O MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS G OD, the forni- 
tain of being and lU] peifection ; I bless thee that thou hast 
ci*eated me capable of knowing, of k»ing, and of serving 
thee. Forever blessed be thy name, that when I had 
wandered from thee, the source of light and felicity, thou 
didst not g^ve me up to that blindness and misery, which 
I had couited, and which would have been my merited 
portion. Forever blessed be thy name, that when, by my 
sins, I had provoked thy just displeasure, thou didst, in 
mercy^ forbear to execute upon me the severity of thy 
awful wrath. Blessed, forever blessed O God, be tliy 
holy name, that thou didst even giv«, thy cmly begotten - 
and well beloved Son, to suffering and death, tx> -purchase 
my redemption. Glory be forever ascribed to thee, for 
the inestimable gift. O may tWs display of infinite love 
awaken, in my heart, the emotions orf iiveiy gradtudey and 
penetrate me with compunction for having so rlong ne- 
glected thee, my gracious Rede^iT[ier andGod. Dispose me 
now to return to tliee, to chuse thy service as my highest 
duty, my supreme delight and enjoyment. Blessed Je- 
sus, who, by thy precious blood hast atoned for nTy «in5,and 
in tlie powerful gi-ace of thy holy Spirit hast pi*ovided the 
means of my redemption, \nth humble reverence and 
gratitude, J adore thee "for thy infinite love, in conveying 
to me, by sensible pl-edges, the assurances of thy grace and 
mercy, in nourishing and strengthening me, under lively 
and affecting emblems, with thy spiritual body and blood. 
O'may my earnest desires be awakened to partake, in the 
holy sacrament of thy supper, of tliy life-giving body^ of 
thy purifying blood~to seal by them my pardon, my 
peace, my restoration to holiness and eternal felicity^. Do» 
thou, O GckI; awaken, by thy grace, these holy dehires^; 
and strengthen my resolutions of sening thee. " Dispel 
the doubts, allay the apprehensions, remove every indo- 
lent or sensual pretext, which- would deter me from receiT* 
inf>- the memorials of my Saviour's love, the pledges of mjr 
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eternal salvation* With lively desire, with humble peni- 
tehccyand stedfast &ith, approaching thy holy table, may 
I be accepted and blessed as thy devoted servant and 
subject) through Jesus Christ my Lord and Redeemer. 

AMEN. 
iTTien add your mud morning druoHons^ 
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MEDITATION. 



rBE CBKISTMN DIRECTED IN THE SERIOUS EXAMINA- 
TION OF UIS SPIRITUAL CBARACTER AND STATE, 
AS PREPARATORY TO HIS RECEIVING 
THE BOLT COMMUNION. 

WISE IS the choice thou hast made, O my 
TOul, to serve thy God; wise thy resolution 
io commemorate, in the holy eucharist, the in- 
finite love of thy Saviour, who, by his death, 
purchased thy redemption, and offers thee, in 
that holy ordinance, a'll the inestimable bless- 
ings of his passion, ' 
^ut recollect, O my soul, that if thou dost 
advance, unprepared and impenitent, to th6 
^saspffet of thy Lord, he will not accept thee 
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'^s his guest; thou wilt not be nourished with 
that spiritual food whic5h diffuses its life-giving 
energy, only, through the heart of the humble 
and penitent believer. The Saviour indig- 
rantly withholds the blessings of his grace 
from those, who, unaffected with the infinite 
condescensions of his mercy, and insensible 
to their own weakness an^ demerit, approach 
his altar, with impenitent, lukiewarm, unraor- 
•tified hearts. 

"> Unless therefore, I come to the altar under 
a lively sense of the weakness and sinfulness 
of my heart, by *which I have been led to 
transgress the holy laws of my God; unless I 
come to the altar, deeply sensible that the only 
pledge of mv forgivness, is the meritorious 
atonement or my Saviour, and stedfastly re- 
solving, that, by the aids of his grace, I will 
renounce all my sins, and humbly aiid faith- 
fully serve him; unless I come to the altar in 
this character of a humble and unfeigned peni- 
tent, earnestly desiring the mercy and grace 
of God, I must not hope to partake of the 
blessings of his salvation, or to experience those 
divine and ineffable joys, those strengthening 
and reviving consolations, which refresh J;he 
souls of those, who, by a true and living f^ith, 
spiritually feed on the body and blood of their 
crucified Iledeemer. 

To prepare then, for partaking of this holy 
ordinance, and to secufe the inestinjable blespr 
sings which are dispensed in it to sincere ain^ 
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penitent believers, I must deeply and impar- 
tially search my heart, and faithnilly examine 
the course of my life, in order to ascertain my 
spiritual character and state. 

Dispose me, earnestly and seriously to enter 
on this examination. Almighty God ! Impress 
on me the infinite importance of determining 
the state of miy soul — whether I am at peace 
with theCy through lively penitence and faith 
in the blood of thy Son ; or, am obnoxious, 
through unrepented sin, to thy just displeasure. 
Enable hie, with faithfulness, to search my 
heartj Jcnowing that my eternal destiny de- 
pends on the issue. Thy quickening grace 
onlyy can detect the numerous errors and sins 
of my life, and strip from my heart the veil of 
self-love which conceals its vices and sins. 
Do thpu, therefore, QGod, try me^ and seek 
the ground of my heart, prove me and exa- 
mine my thoughts', and see if there be any evil 
xoay ill me, and lead _ rrie i?i the ivciy ever- 



As in thy presence, and exposed to thy in- 
spection,,;?©;^,, thou, God, who searchest the 
heart, who cSns^t not bfe d^ceivedi and who 
wflt not be mocked;^ — :-as before thy awful 
tribunal, O* thou Sovereign Judge of. men, 
who wilt brijig tp IJghjt every secret thing 
whether it fee goo^, or whether it be evil, do 
I how seriously ehter on the examination of 
the condition of my soul. Press home on, my 
heart, O God, by thy powerful Spirit, the 

E2 
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solemn enquiries which I now make. May I 
faithfully answ^er them to my own conscience, 
as I shall cevtainly have to answer them at thy 
tribunal, to thee my Almighty Judge. 



>i>- 



AM I a member of the church of Christ, 
which he purchs sed with his blood, which he 
sanctifies with his spirit, and which, accord- 
ing to his unsearchable and sovereign plea- 
sure, is made the only channel of his fove- 
7iant€d mercies to a fallen world? ' 

Have I been admitted, to the partjcipation 
of the inestimable privileges of this church, to 
a title to the forgiveness of sin, to the favour 
of God, to the presence and aids of the holy 
Spirit, to an inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven, by that ordinance, which Jesus^ Christ 
its divine head instituted, the holy sacrament 
of baptism? 

Do I keep up ray cOtotnuiiion with this 
church by devout submission to the ministra- 
tions of \ti priesthood in the orders of bishops, 
priests, and deacons,, deriving their autho- 
rity, by regular tfiainsmLJssibn. from Jesus Christ, 
who is the only source of authority in the ' 
churchy— since he is its redeerAek and head'^ 
since to him "all powfer is given in heaven 
jand in earth," and since he promised' to be 
w^th the ministers of apostolic Succession ^ al- 
Vv'av, even to the end of the world?" 
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Have I been diligent in imploringyby earnest 
and constant prayer, the continued'aids of the 
holy Spirit, to enable me to fulfil my baptismal 
vows "to renounce the devil .and all his works; 
to believe in God and to serve him F' . r^ 

Have I r^tiiged, ii^ the holy rite of confirma- 
tion,, the^lemn vows and pfom^csx)f bapt ismv, 
rec€iving,.by tie ministry of Christ *s authorised 
servant, the manifold and ;Str^ng;thening g^ft» 
of die Holy Ghost? . 

Have all my violations of these solemn eiyr 
gagements,. all my infirmities and 'sind been 
cleansed by repentance, and renewed faith in 
the bloo4 of Christy . V : * 

. Have I; frequently cdntfemplatedi with eaf'- 
nest solicitude and deep humiliation, the state 
of depravity and guilt in which man is sunk. 
While destitute of ^^ interest in th^ merits of 
a saviour ? 

Have I reviewed, with lively compunctionv 
the. numerous transgression which have defiled 
my conscience ? 

In the bitterness of my spirit, have I ac- 
knowledged the justice of God in my condem- 
nation;, have I humbly and fervently adored 
the fulness of his grace and mercy in providing 
fer nie the means of redemption through Jesus 
Christ ? . 

Awakened to a pungent sense of my sin?, 
have I fled, with earnest supplication, to the 
throne of my incensed Almighty Judge, and 
reverently presented there, as the only plea of 
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which I am to eicploy for his glory and the 
good of my teUow Esen? 

When adzersitv asf sik me, do I still pre- 
serve mr confidence in God— still bless the 
Lord " who giveA," and humbly bow to the 
dispensations of that infinitely wise and mer- 
cifial God, " who taketh away ?'* 

Ever keeping in view the holy pattern of 
my Saviom-*s ViSc which I am 4iouad to imitate, 
do I constantly endeavour to obey his gracious 
commands, to become like him, meek and 
gentle, kind and compassionate, patient and 
long suffering ? 

Animated by that sacred spirit of love, which 
urged the Saviour to pour out his soul a sacri- 
fice for the sins of men> do I earnestly endea- 
vour to " do good unto all men," to soothfe 
the bosom rent with aiBiction, to restore, to 
peace and gladness, the suffering subjects of 
disease and poverty? 

Sensible of the inestimable value of the bles- 
sings, of redemption, and of the infinite im- 
portance of the souls of men, do I humbly 
endeavour, by every proper and prudent mean, 
to promote the everlasting salvation of man- 
kind. 

Under an habitual sense of my obligations 
to God, of the solemn account I must render 
to him who is the pi^sent witness, and who 
will be the final judge, of my conduct, do I 
earnestly endeavour faithfully to discharge all 
the relative and social duties of life^ of bus- 
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band and wife, of parent and child, of brother 
and sister j of master and servant, of magis- 
trate and subject, of neighbour and friend ?• 

Ever mindful that my " body is the temple 
of the holy Spirit," and that " into the kingdom 
of heaven entereth nothing that is unholy and 
unclean," do I endeavour, bv abstinence, by 
prayer, by holy resolution and watchfulness, to 
mortify my sinful lusts and passions; and do I 
sedulously avoid every ensnaring temptation 
which might lead me to violate the sacred laws 
of temperance, soberness, and chastity? 

Considering the present life as a state of pil- 
grimage, the days of whith are few, imcertain, 
and evil, am I careful not to fix my affections 
immoderately upon it; not to be too highly 
elated with its pleasures which may soon pass 
away, not to be too much depressed by its. 
sorrows which may* soon terminate? 

Does my heavenly inheritance, the eternal 
kingdom of God, with whom there is fulness of 
joy, at whose right hand there are pleasures 
fore vermore, engage my most devout and de- 
lightful contemplations? 

6oes the habitual prospect of the eternal 
glories, which, my Saviour hath prepared for me, 
in his heavenly kingdom, animate me in the 
discharge.of duty, elevate my spirit when un- 
der the pressure of grief, console me under 
the loss of friends and relatives, and bear me 
up, at all; times, above the sorrows and trials^ 
tfiescora iiijd persecution of t\\e vioA^'^ 
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Is this my situation ? this, my spiritual cha- 
racter and state ? these the dispositions of my 
soul?' 

THAT I have been called, from the dark- 
ness of error and sin, into the glpriotrs light of 
the gospel of salvation, and restbfed, from the 
corrupting bondage of Satan, into the glorious 
liberty of the soils' of Gt>d,— ' 

Blessed be thy namey O God. * 

That I have been admitted, by baptism, into 
that holy church, where thy jnercy is my solace, 
thy favour my portion, thy grace my guide and 
sareguard, the hope of heaven my exalted 
privilege, — 

Blessed be thy name, O God. 

That, in condescension to the w^eakness of 
my nature, thou hast graciously instituted sen- 
sible memorials of thy love, apd pledges of thy 
grace and meffcy; that, in the humble partici- 
pation of the ordinances of thy church, I can 
derive light, health, comfort, and salvation, — 

Blessed be thy name^ O God. 

r 

{The JbUomng' fiaragrafihj between brackets^ is to be tised^ 
^vohen a fierson w/w hofi lived in transgression of the laws 
<^ God and neglect of his christian obligations,^ is at length 
awakened to a sense of his guilt and danger j and is desi^ 
• rous^ to make his peace with his offended Oodm .4nd then 
the succeeding, f.ara graphs^ to the words ** Tb the ever 
blessed Jehovahy* tfc. are to be Qmittcd^l 

[THAT, though I haye lived wholly rcrard** 
/ess of the inestimable pnvWege^o? tcv^ ^\s!raldt 
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vocation, though by my habitual transgressions 
I have defied thy power, abused thy justice, 
and contemned thy mercy, though the strivings 
of thy Spirit have been exerted in vain, and 
the precious blood of thy Son been in vain in- 
terposed to arrest my rebellious career, — that, 
though my sins have been thus multiplied, my 
guilt thus aggravated, thou hast yet, O God of 
infinite mercies, displayed towards me the 
riches of thy forbearance ; that thine arms are 
yet open to receive the returning prodigal 
who left his father's house to riot in the sensual 
pleasures of a corrupting world; that thou dost 
even prepare for tne, to be the pledge and 
seal OT my forgiveness, the rich banquet of the 
body and blood of that Redeemer whom I 
have comtemned, and art ready to cover me 
with the spotless robe of my Saviour's righte- 
ousness';' that thou hast awakened, me to a 
sense of my guilt and danger, and inspired 
me with an earnest desire to enjoy the satisfy- 
injg light of thy countenance — 

Blessed be thy namCy O God. 

O Ix)rd, arise and save me and let not ini- 
quity prove my ruin,] 

That thou hast quickenecl me when I was 
careless and forgetful of thee, and instead of 
giving me up to hardness of heart, to the me- 
rited punishment of my sins, hast graciously 
awakened and restored me ; that when sunk 
under the " grievous remembrance" of «v^ %\xn&^ 
and bowed down under tVveVt ** \TA.cJvs\^i^^ 
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burden," thou didst enlighten :my-so.aHo dis- 
cern the riches of mercy and grace in Christ 
Jesus, an^ enabled me joyfully to rest in him 
as ivisdomy and rigkteousnessiy sanctification 
^nd rede??7ption, — 

Blessed be thy name y 'OXjO(L 

That, I have been excited to xphuse; thee, 
O God, as my portion; that my soul has been 
in any degree . inflamed with love and grati- 
*tude to thee, with trust in thy power and 
goodness; that the holy graces of huriiility, 
meekness, purjty, imd love.have m any degree 
established their reign in my heart; that I 
have been enabled to adorn the doctrine of 
God my Saviour, by a holy and virtuous life, 
and to imitate the blessed example of the holy 
Jesus, 'by doing good ^mtomy fello>v men — 

Blessed be thy name^ O God. 

That when, from the infirmities of my na- 
ture, or the predominance of my sinful pas- 
sipxis, lam lead to forget the^ my God^ to 
violate my vows of duty to thee, and to put 
my Saviour to an open shame by my sins,— 
thou dost not ? cast nrie off forever," but art 
still willing to be "intreated," and to /^ ri2- 
store to me the joy of thy free/Spirit"^ — 

Blessed 6e thy namey O God. 

That thou art graciously pleased to promise 
to reward, my imperfect and' iinhallo wed ser- 
vices, with the' eternal fruition of ; the glories 
of thy presence; that, amidst the perplexing 
csresj the encumbering occupations, and the 
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ensnaring pleasures of the world, I have been 
enabled to set my affections on the unseen 
joys of heaven, and with ardour to pant for 
the fruition of the immort^ felicities of that 
heavenly kingdom, fpr which, through thy 
mercy, ram destined, — 

Blessed be thy namCy O Xjfod. 

That thou hast provided, for the sustenance 
and refreshment of my frail nature, while I 
sojourn in this vale of infirmity arid sin, celes- 
tial and immortal food, even the body and 
blood of thy crucified Son, spiritually convey- 
ed under the emblems of bread and wine ; and 
that thou dost nozv invite me to the glorious 
banquet of the Lamb that was slain to redeem 
me by his blodd j— 

Blessed be thy name^ O God. 

O while I extol the wonders of thy mercy, 
and gratefully celebrate the triumphs of thy 
grace — may I be excited earnestly to aim at 
the highest degrees of holiness and virtue, as 
becometh the redeemed servant of the I-iOrd. 

Evermore, O Lord, refresli mo by thy 
mercy. 

Evermore, guide and strengthen me by thy 
grace. ^ 



•» 



TO thee, ever-blessed Jehovah, be ascribed 
all the glory and praise of my i^dercv^VvOTt, 
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For, thou, O Almighty Father^ didst give 
for me thine only) begotten Son; ithou, O 
eternal Sony wast for me obedient to the death 
of the cross; thou, O Holy Ghosty dost apply 
to my soul, the mercies oiF redemption. 

Glory be to the Father, the fountain of 
mercy. — Glory be to the Son, the redeemer 
of mankind. — Glory be to the HoIj/ Ghost, 
the guide, the comforter, and sanctifier of the 
faithful.^ 

Blessing and honor, and glory and power be 
unto our God, forever and ever. 



ALAS! O God, the songs of praise must 
be exchanged for the sighs of contrition. 

For to thee, O Lord, belongeth xighteous- 
ness; but unto me, confusion of face, — for I 
have violated thy law. 

When I have done all, I am bound to con- 
fess that I am but an unprofitable servant ; 
and must expect the rewards of heaven, as 
the free gift of unmerited mercy. 

How much more then am I bound earnest- 
ly to deprecate the awful inflictions of jhy 
justice; when the course of my life has been 
marked by many wilful transgressions of thy 
laws. 

I will confess mine iniquity. 

I will be sorry for my sins. 
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t 

A CONFESSION OF SIN. 

■ 

(jFBOM THE LITURGY OF THE CHURCH.) 

ALMIGHTY GOD, Father of our Lord Jcfus 
Chrift, maker of all things, judge of all men ; I ac- 
knowledge and bfe^wail my manifold fins and wicked- 
nefs, which I from time to time moft grievoufly have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, ilgainst thy 
dirine majefty, provoking moft juftly thy wrath and 
indignation a^ainft me. I do earneftly repent and am 
heartily forry for thefe my hiifdoings; th'd rerfiem- 
brance of them is grievous ut^io me; the burtlien of 
them is intolerable. ^ Have mercy upon me, have mer- 
cy upon me, moft merciful Father j for thy Son Jefus 
Chrift^s fake forgive riie all that is past. To thee only 
it appertaineth to' forgive fiiis: fpare m'c therefore, 
good Lord, fpare pie. My confclence by fin is accu- 
ftdi — O may 1 be abfolved by thy merciful pardon. — 
Lamb of G^d, .^ho takeft away the fins of the world. 
hav« ' mercy upon me; Lamb of God, who takeft 
away die fins of £he world, grant me thy peactf. O 
God! whofe nature and property it is ever to have 
fhercy and ^9 forgive, receive my humble petition^; 
and though i am tied and faft bound by the chain of 
*my fins, yet let the pitvfulnefs of thy great mercy loofe 
me, through Jefus Cnriftmy Lord and^lLcdecmBr. 

'■.''■ AMEN.. 






THE SUPPLICATION. 

SLESSED LOIUSrI who art ever merciful and 
|tacioas> not willit^fuie death of ^ Giktw^^^V^^'ViiMiK 
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that he (hould repent and live, and who haft given 
thine only Son to be a propitiation ^or the fins of the 
world) that whofoever believeth in him (hould not 
perifh but have everlafting lifej with the deepeft hu- 
mility and reverence I adore thine infinite love. — 
What is man, O Lord, that thou (houldeft be thus 
mindful of him or the fon of man, that thou (houldeft 
thus mercifully vifit him. O God, I confefs and la- 
ment that I have been infenfible to the claims of thy 
love, and, by my aggravated fins, have forfeited all title 
to thy mercy. Blefled be thy name, that thpu haft 
laid, on Jefus Chrift, the iniquities of mankind. Blefled 
be thy name that, in him, there is mercy and plenteous 
redemptioii. O make me deeply fenfible of my need 
of the merits and grace of my Redeemer. Penetrate 
me with a lively conviction of my weakness and de* 
pravity, of my guilt and unworthinefs, that I may be ex- 
cited to flee for refuge, from the wrath to come, to the 
hope fet before me in the gofpel. Blefled Jefus! 
cleanfe me by thy precious blood, and fan£lify my 
corrupt nature by thy grace. Difceming, *with lively 
faith thy all-fufficiency to fave and to redeem, may my 
truft be ftayed on thee alone. O merciful Godjinipire^ 
and evermore cherifh in my heart, a fupreme concern 
for the things that belong to my eternal peace. May 
the falvation of my fouj engrofsmy higheft, moft ear- 
neft and anxious attention. Imprefs on me the folly 
^n4 th.c guilt of facrificing my immortal interefts, to 
the traniitory, unfatisfying, and peri(hing pleafures of 
the world. O do thou quicken in my heart, Aliiiigh- 
ty God, the apprehenfion of my guilt and danger 
while iiijr^bellion againft thee; ftrenethen the defires» 
which thy grace has awakened, tox that fatisfying and 
undecaying peace which, thou doft confer, on the hum- 
ble fuppliants for thy mercyJLi|And fince th6u' haft 
l^nieiouily inlUtuted iaaed or^Knces to be the chM|« 
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nels of conveying thy grace to the foul, may I fere- 
rently and humbly fubmit to thy appointments, and, 
gratefully feek.thy favour, in the way which thou haft 
appointed. To that hallowed and myfterious ordinance, 
where Jefus the Saviour, difpenfes everlafting falva** 
don, may I bring a heart humbled b^ thy.grace, afieo> 
tions fupremely defirous of the joys' of thy love; that 
thus I may be reftored to the reconciled countenance 
of thee my God, through Jefus Chrift my blefled Lord 
and Redeemer. — AMEN. ' ' ) • . 

' £7%€n add your unuU Evening Dcvotiotu^l • 
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; MEDTTATION. 

■ 

MJJSr IJ^ HIS UATURJLL. STATE. 

THE examination of thy spirituHl charac- 
ter aild^tate, in Which thou l^stbeen engaged^ 
O my soul, shbuld have occupied thy most 
anxious tho^hts, thjr most solicitous and deep 
attentiotii>. Every successive step of the en- 
quiry was talculated to display, in the most 
tender aodenj ^gafc colours, th^ infinite good- 
ness and ksim oflHftd in all his dispensations 
^towards thee.atlJRjreator, thy IPt^ww^^^*^ 
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everlasting Redeemer. Base and insen^Ie 
.hast, thou beep^ if the lively emotions of gra- 
titude have not bderi "enkindled by the anima- 
ting review. Base and insensibte hast thou 
beeni if the infinite mefrcie$ which thou hast 
revipwed, inflaniingj every devout and tender 
affection^, have no^f been triuqpfphant^y. cele- 
brated in the ardeoit bcr^t of. praise to . die 
greatest and best of beings, thy* Father, Re- 
deemer and God. 

Thou hast been eitposed to the holy inspec- 
tion of that God, whose penetrating eye brings 
to light the secret .iiQtiQus .which the deepest 
^shades of . darkness covered. The enquiry, 
in which thou hast been engaged, involves, 
in its momentous i8sjie,itfay present ^eace, thy 
everlasting welfare and salvation* If then the 
enquiry has been conducted with that awaken- 
ed and serious solicitude, with that sacred 
and resolute impartialityj,. (with that scrutiniz- 
ing and inflexible rigor,' wnich those awful 
considerations are calculated to excite, thou 
hast found, O my soul, that thou ^rt guilty, 
deeply guilty, in the sight of thy almighty 
and holy Judge.: • The seflrchingrand illumi- 
inating beato^ of the Spirit of God, probing 
thy inmost tl^ioughts and affections, have 
disclosed, the lateht and dreadful depths of 
thy r depravity a|id gutU;. The ,&basing view 
.pir the infection of sin, iKhic h likip a subtle 
and.paralising poison, dflMbs it3r4«adly and 
corrupting taiAt througfljF^y powi^rs ^o^- 

% 
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affections, must have laid prostrate thy tower- 
ing, claims to spotless purity and undeviating 

• virtue. The view of thy deplorable degene-* 
racy, irresistibly urged on thy reluctant pride, 
must have prostrated thy aspiring pretensions 

' to that matchless perfection of intellectual fa-» 
culties, to that unerring rectitude and celestial 
purity of moral powers, which rendered thee 
tjie hallowed boast and delight of thy ipaker, 
when, at the first, his inspiring voice array- 
ed thee, in the resplendent glories of hisdiviae^ 
image. Alas! "How has the gold become 
dim! bow has the fine gold become changed I 
the crown has f?illen from my head. Woe 
unto me, for I have sinned!'' 

An understanding once enlivened by.the 
unerring beams of divine light, and drawl- 
ing the luminous rays of knowledge from 
the infinite. source of truth, is now wrapped 
in heavy and impervious mists, which, blunt 
and bear down that penetrating vigour, by 
which, in her state of primeval perfection, 
she intuitively discerned the glory of God;, 
and attained a full and resplendent knowledge 
of his laws. Alas ! her once noble and lofty 
powers, now enfeebled and depraved, are 
the continual sport of resistless prejudice and 
furious passion which misguide, Ipervert, and • 
defeat her most vigorous researches. A.zviHi 
which once erect and active, followed, with 
undeviating an4**ertain course, the enlighten- 
ed dictates of an unclouded .\xxA«S^.^^>sss5jj, 
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and centered all her pursuits in God as tlir 
final, supreme, and glorious object of hervir-^ 
tuous choice, now prone and corrupt, blindly 
obeys the dictates of ignoble passions. With 
bold and fearless presumption, she impiously^ 
turns, in rebellion against'God, the verv ener- 
gies which she holds dependent on his mvigo- 
rating power. With intractable and fatal 
determination, she wilfully chuses those trivial, 
degrading, and debasing pleasures wluch are 
directly opposed to that divine law in which 
she once placed her supreme perfection and 
delight. Sublime and elevated affictionsy 
which once glowed with lively, ardent, holy;, 
and unceasing love to God ui4 ever^blessedl 
source of excellence and glory, m the -fruitiom 
of whose enrapturing smiles, their vfrtuoui. 
fervors were once rewarded with full, perfect,, 
and consummate bliss, are now bound in the 
invincible- chains of base and sensual appetitCi, 
Depraved and corrupt, they now eagerly fasten^ 
their glowing emotions on the vain, perishing 
and unsatisfying enjoyments of sense; and, 
with deplorable infatuation, resolutely con- 
temn the enrapturing communion, which it was 
once their glory to maintain, with the eternal 
and perfect source of purity and love. Now, 
impiouslv disdaining the hallowed streams of 
bliss which flow from the light of God's coun- 
tenance, they basely devote their insatiable 
ardors to the gi-atification df'^fliose grovelling 
propensities which ally the celestial aud asijit- 






TUESDAY MORNING. 59 

Ing nature of man. ta the brutes, who, inglo- 
riously $ink into the earth from whose dege- 
•nerdte bosom tliey sprung* O my soul J 
when, I contrast the pf^re, celestial and re- 
splendent powers, which, in thy primeval 
state, conformed thee to the ' image of thy 
Creator, and admitted thee to the immediate 
vision. and enjoyment of his i love, witli the 
sensual, impure, ap4 corrupting passions by 
which thou art. nov7 enslaved, can I wonder, 
that, till restored by his grace to the glorious 
image thpu hast forfeited, thou dost groan un- 
der the agonizing weight of his displeasure, 
under his indignant and awful curse. 

Abasing to .thy towering pride, painful to 
thy aspiring self-love, O my soul, but irrefra- 
gable and certfiin as the oracles of truth ia 
which It is decisively revealed, as that divine 
plan of salvation of which it is the conspicuous 
and essential basis, k the truth, that human 
nature is dcgeneraleznd corrupL When God 
viewing man in his fallen state, pronounces; 
that " the imaginations of his heart are evil con- 
tinually;" when the holy Job, borne down by 
the blaze of diyibe glory which displayed, in 
overwhelming, colors, the deep, corruption of 
his nature, vents his profound contrition in the 
affecting exclamation " t abl^or myself, and re- 
jMfit in du$t and ashes;" when the holy king of 
IjB^el/^ awakened to remorse at the view of 
cruaes of the deepest dye, which, through the 
rije of fell lust, he had commvXX.^^^ vi^Sss^'^ 
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t>ack his guilt to its corrupt source, a degene- 
rate nature,— declaring in penitential confes- 
sion, that he was ** conceived in sin and 
brought forth in iniquity;" when an inured- 
apostle, tracing, by his glowing pen, the frigHt- 
ful assemblage or vices which had brutnlised 
mankind, pronounces the alarming declara- 
tion, that " all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God,"— thou dost hear a^truth, 
proclaimed, as it wer?, * by the sacred lips of 
God himself, which the view qf the zoorldy 
which the history of many which the testi- 
mony of conscience y irresistibly confirm. 

Sayest thou,.man ishot a falleii being? trace 
then his perfection in the te?orW w^iicn he in- 
habits. Is it decked with those celestial glo- 
ries which render it a habitation worthy of the 
illustrious being for whose enjoyment it was 
xreated? Is the exalted strain of harmony and 
peace, evermore poured forth from this august 
temple, where man, pure and perfect, enjoys 
the enriapturing smiles of his Maker's love? Ah! 
scourged by war, pestilence and famine, the 
earth sends forth the rending sighs and groans 
of a wretched race; loaded with the ponde- 
rous guilt of human crimes, it trembles unddr 
the tremendous frown of the Almighty; riven 
and blasted, by the thunder and lightening of 
heaven, it seems to anticipate, in awful agony, 
-the dread fiat, which, will whelm it in destrac- 
tion, for the sin of man. 
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Sajest thou, man is a perfect being ? Dis- 
play then his resplendent virtues in the long 
records of his history ? Alas! these boasted re- 
cords are dyed in blood. They exWbit the 
portrait of human guilt in colours more deep 
and glaring, then even the boldest imagination 
/would. be vsrilling to conceive. Do the fair 
forms of justice, benevolence, and mercy rise 
to view, and, extending their bemgnarit reign 
ovfcr the human race, pronounce that man is 
blest and happy? Does one soul of celestial 
love pervade the family of mankind, united 
by the strongest and most endearing ties, by 
common wants, by common feelings, by an 
^exalted audi v eternal destiny? — ^Ah! .oppres- 
sion sweeps ber relentless sceptre over her 
mllen victims; ambition rides her devastatini 
course, erecting the trophies of triumpl 
amidst the ruins, into which her merciless and 
insatiably .spirit has madly swept the fairest 
works of man^ the proudest boasts of human 
nandeura^.the spectre of revenge^ brandishing 
Sie ste^l streaming with human gore, urges 
jpoxlty man to seal, with fell and remorseless 
niry, the purpose of vengeance, in his bro- 
ther's bk>od. - 

Alas ! the toortd groaning ufider the curse of 
God, and waiting, m awful despair, the final 
execution of the sentence of his wrath; the 
history of human n^ure, presenting the dread- 
fol picture of crimes and misery , \V\\im\\\sAL 
' <mlf hy some scattered and £eeb\^ t^n% oI nSx- 

G 
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tue and iiapphie68ft, force <m Kfljr f^elifctiinl 
convictiois the Wegener act/, the cartup^i^ki 
tht guilt o( tnzn. 



THE PRAYER^ 

ALMtefiTY GOD^ whb, at the fii^l, ^dft^at^ 
man in thine cmw image, aiitl iratfittU i bni his feul 
the seai of immortalit^^i-^rf by ttaiifl)^!reffiQn he hai 
forfeited hi8 primeval glorieS) andft^nk his nli|:ure in 
fin and mifery,-^-on his own wilful fc^ly, and not on 
thy decree, moft holy God^ be the fiiame and guikb 
lacknowledge, that I perceive the fatal proofs of my 
degeneracy in my clouded nnderftandkigi in my per- 
irerfe will, mnry corrupt d{e£Hons. I aekhdWiOTge^ 
that evety View which I take ol ^ ^eHd^ar&imd'me 
and of the condud of my fellow men/ p^erf^Hy^eoti^ 
firms the humilistting truth. Almighty^/^oki'! rlet'me 
not deceive myfelf in the eftimate, which I form, 9iatf 
fpiritual charader and (late. Let me not fialter|^tm 
vain glorious emotions of my l\c^Tti py fa)ie )de^s of 
-my purity and pprfeflipn. Let me not fe€^ to call a 
veil over the enormity ^bf my fins; and' therdjy v^eaken 
the facred ardors of my repemanfce, the lively' cbhvic- 
tion of my seed of the atoiiing merits ^anJf^jMfifjTog 
grace of my Redeemer. Do thou, 'by the pen^f diitig 
' beams of thy Holy Spirit, fearch through aU 'tfie folds 
of my heart; detect my fecret vices; brings to^^ht 
my numerous er^rors and tranigreiIiop&;..expo{e, to my 
awakened xonfcience, aU the deep aggravatiQQs o( mv 
guilt; that thus, humWed, COnvkitec^ and alarfeied, I 
may fee no way of cfcape ffotn thy jift. Sf^tetfiw, 
but through the merits^and n^feaSatfoh of Jrfia^X36i^, 
my Weffed Lord and Riedeemer;^AMEN. *; 1 Jv 

[T/iem add your usual Morning Dt-ootl^ni^ !- Wv 
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MEDITATION. 

MA^r IJ^ HIS XATVRAL STATE^ 

T^fi SUBJECT OF TtiK MORNING M£DITATXON« 

CONTINUED. 

BOASTEST thou, that thou art exempt 
/Vom the stains of guift which pollute the rest 
of thy wretched race? Bring tby pow^ful 
^^$ to the tribunal of conscience. . . Estima-. 
ting highly the opinion of the world, perhaps, 
thou ha§t always sought to regulate thy con- 
duct by the laws of honor. Calculating from 
ijQQtive^ of worJdly prudence, thou hast been, 
in all thy dealings^ honest ^nd just> Desirous 
pf the^ appla^us^ of men, or, from the impulse 
of a blind apd undistiriguishing sympathy, 
thou ha§it beein generous and charitable. Are ' 
these then thy pleas, for exemption from the 
, general sentence of guilt passed on mankind.^ ' 

Carry tby claims to integrity and virtue 
higher. Allow, tha.t thou hast been honorable, 
tbat^ thou hast been just, that thou hast been 
generous and liberal, fronx the best motives. 
AlloWj that no gross crimes have marked tk^ 
iWfci^t; thanhy life, oivtW eoivXx^xN /\os5^ 



<* 'UiesdaY evening. 

claims the reputation of being exemplary and 
upright. Allow, that thou hast not obtained, 
the homage due to virtue, by imposing on the 
world a correct and honorable exterior, while 
thy principles have been base and sordid. 
Allow, that when urged by interest, and re- 
strained by no fear ofaetection, thou hast not 
secretly practised the arts of injustice and dis- 
honesty, which thou dost affect openly to ab- 
hor. Allow, that while just and true in thy 
intercourse with others, thou hast not been re- 
gardless of the sacred duties due to thyself. 
Allow, that thou hast faithfully cherished the 
virtues of temperance, soberness, dnd chastity, 
and hast never indulged in the secret commis- 
sion of vices' which dishonored and defiled thy 
nature. ' 

Carry still higher thy pretensions in the 
scale of virtue. Allow, that thou dost cherish 
just and.reverentiaj ideas of the attributes, thft 
providence> and the dispensations of God; 
that thou hast never wiifuHy profaned his naraCi 
or spokenlightlyofhis sacred word. Allow, that 
thou dost entertain a high esteem and reverence 
for this sacred word, resolutely and ably de- 
fending it, as an excellent code of religious 
and moral duties, against the libertine attacks 
of infidelity and scepticism. Allow, that from 
. some sense of thy obligations to God, and re- 
gard for the order and peace of society, thou 
dost reverence the ordinances of religion, and 
attend on the ministrations of the sanctuary. 
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Advance thy pretensions thus high. And few 
of those, who indignantly disclaim the imputa- 
tion of their depravity and guilt, can advance 
these bold pretensions. — They are conceded to 
thee. These things thou hast done. On these, 
thou dqst rest thvclaims to innocence and recti- 
tude, to exeniption from giiilt. On these, thou 
dost found a proud claim to the favour of God. 
— O my soul ! before thou dost thus presume to 
encounter the penetrating inspection of thy 
Almighty Judge, and to stand at his tribunal 
on the bold claims of thy own merit, let thy 
conscience answer for thee, the solemn en- 
quiry. — Wh^t hast thou left undone ? 

It is not superficial, negative, partial virtue 
which will constitute the mil perfection of thy 
nature, and satisfy the clairns of thy maker and 
judge. Thy exemption from guilt, thy bold 
claims to innocence and uprightness, thy pre- 
tensions to the iayour of God, must be founded 
on a sincere, ^ supreme,, universal obedience to . 
the divine laws. ;, This obe^liehce is demanded 
by the obligations,.. by^which reason will ac- 
kiiowledge thou . art bound, to devote to the 
God that made tiice, to the greatest and best 
of Bein^j thy supreme and most ardent ho- 
mage; .J3y an original, a sublime, a power- 
ful dictate, thou art urged to admire and 
^esteem excellence and ; goodness. . Humble 
:and feeble degreea of excellence j in. man, de- 
servedly attract and ieceive, thy warm and 
^^enerous^ esteem and regard. Oh ! then> are 

G2 
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not rtie most sacred fervors of admiratibn arW 
love justly due to that Almighty Being who 
centers, in an infinite degree, every possible 
excellence, in Ws ndorable person, and from 
■whom emanates every ray of goodness anil 
bliss that illumines the universe. On thee, O 
my soul, tins Almigltfy Being has exercised 
his goodness — thee, he has crowned with the 
ricbgiftsofhisbountyand love. To him, there- 
fore, thou art bound, by the most sacred and 
powerful obligations', rfom him thou hast de- 
rived thy existence, every high and noble 
power that exalts thee in the scale of being, 
all those elevated, capacious, and aspiring 
desires, which limit, thy powers of enjoyment, 
only, with the fruition of infinite perfection, 
itself. On him, whose all-pervading spirit- 
sustains and governs universal nature, thou art 
dependent, for every present enjoyment. which- 
swells, tbee with . pleasure and delight, for- 
every resplendent blessing which, in the anti- 
cipattd fruition,"makes thee bound with the 
ardent emotions of exstacy artd transport.-^. 
Beheld the claims of Godrto thy homage and 
obedience. I speak not^now of the riches of 
his mcicy in Jcius Christ; I speak not now 
of thgt infinite compassion which urged the 
Almighty Eather to yield his only Son, a sa- 
crifice for thy sins; I unfold not now, that 
stupendous mystery of love, into which angels 
desire to look, and which their most ardent 
adorations but feebly celebrate. Theinfin^' 
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mttcy-pi^y God, trhospatfe4\hccf>;the wil-^ 
fol tmiisgressor of his law^' thd bold contemner 
t>f his aWhority and justice, wAo ivengave, 
for thy ransom from that misery and deatn in- 
to which Sin had plunged thee, the precious 
blood of his beloved Son^*— thfe infinite gltjce 
of God in thy .rfedettiptiehfi, constitutes sLdsfciiii 
to love ttiorfe lively atid arden<i thaii. thy nioM 
vigorous affections, even- when- infl^oiid^with^ 
a coal from ^e altar of heaven; will Beablfe to 
render.-^But^^'the^ glory of this redemption h . 
raised, on the ruins^ of thy^ guilty and fallen^ 
nature. And: while* tbou^ddistddiiy, off bnly iftii- 
perfectly realize^. Jthy guiltr aftd' mifcery; .fruit- 
less vpYMilrt' be the attempt, 'by di^laying^Sie 
woinders* of -redeeming merpy^ fo^^etrforce 
obligations to thy- Gw. ' I^ present^ therefore, , 
ohljr, X}fit acknowledged cMim^ of Gdd to thy 
homage and :ohedience/ , And^ay,— r-if the hgi- , 
■tive graces and: charms of goodness ^re-:ca|cu- 
lated tpx^mmand iire^istibleesteeib: and love*'; 
if a dependent cloture feels, deeply Seated ih 
his nattire^an imvitKible sense of ^obligation to 
his maker and preserver,— ^ri whom should thy 
supreme love be exercised, to whom should ■ 
'thy ex^lted^bediencebe rendered^but to him, 
tvirno,' centering in himself infinite 'peffiection 
•and essential happinesB/^^has^dispfeyed,; oh 
l^e, the glories of his goodness and love/ 
.' Say, theii, my soul, hast thoii - ren|dered to 
God that supreme and ardent love which is» 
' <ui his part^ the claim of ac\LXtfiN^\t^%^^ xv>^* 
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on thine, this dictate of g^e^nerous gratitude and 
duty ? Hast tho^ loved ;hun, as in justicQ and 
in gratitude thou wast bound, si^ereljfj su- 
premely, universally? Hast thou considered 
it as thy highest honor, and has it been thy 
supreme delight, to contemplate and adore 
thfe ; glorious attributes of thy Creator, ; re- 
verently and gratefully *o trace the wonders 
of his Providence, the «ches jof his mercyi 
Impressed with his supreme and infinite ex- 
cellence and glory, and with a, lively convic- 
tion of thy dependence upon his power, and 
^by o1)ligations'to his. bounty, hast thou un^- 
ibrmly rendered; him the itribute of homage 
%tpd^ Wor$hip9. earnestly supplicating Ihv pro- 
jection, and ardently eelebrating the di^lays 
of his goodness ? To the Almighty Father of 
•spirit^, to him -who must be worshipped in 
spirit and in truth, hast thou rendered not 
jBerely a cold, superficial* eiitema} worship, 
but the spiritual, lively, ^affecting homage of 
thy most ardent powerai? Hajs ^ctedcobimti- 
nion, with thy Almighty Father .-and Benefac- 
tor, in the exalted exercises of prayer and 
piraise, beeh observed, not only as a public tri- 
bute ei^acted bycustotn„ctxtbrted. by a sense 
of dectency^ and at last retideired easy by habit; 
but has it bben ihe runiform exercise, the de- 
light, the solace di thy retired hour?? Has the 
sacred 'principle of .l6v.6 to GoJ transfused 
life, alacrity and dejightj into every act of 
cbe^lenct to him? Has it beea the supremi^ 
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principle^ which animated5 which regulatej^ 
which enforced every .duty, which promjJ'fed 
sincere obedience to all his commands? Ah! 
my soul! presumptuous self-love Ijas veiled 
from thee thy real character. Thou hast been 
asserting thy innocence and rectitude on thy 
exemption from gross crimes^ and on thy par^ 
tial obedience to the divine commands, while 
thou hast been destitute of that spiritual and 
universal holiness which thy (wnniscient judge 
requires. ITiou hast founded thy claims to 
merit op thy ^T/erw^/. obedience to the laws of 
God, while thou hast been destitute of that 
supreme love to him which is thy highest duty, 
peirfection and happiness, and which must 
Bnimate evcgh the most exalted acts of virtue, 
to ren4er*them acceptable in his sight. 

Yes, my God, with deep humility, I ac- 
knbvvlege the presumption which proudly dis- ^ 
claimed my depravity and guilt. With deep 
humility, I acknowlege, that thy grace has en- 
kindled every emotion to goodness ^which ani- 
mates my disbrdered nature . Forgetful have I 
been of theet when the most powerful obliga- 
tions, when the most tender and affecting mo;- 
tives urged mv supreme and' ardent love.- 
Thou canst justly claim the sincere, universal 
and holy services of a life devoted supremely 
to thee^ — imperfect, partial, and unhallowed 
has been my obedience. O God, when my 
vmis'sions of duty thus involve tw^ vc^ ^!s\^ 
deepest guilt:, what loud cu\\^> lot ^^ \TKNS?v>r 
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Qiis of rthviu^iQ^, <ia {Bf>y acfMal tran^r^5sipn$ 
pres^iii.. FialgTant ari4 avowejd, rise,, b^fpre my 
dismayed c:on3Cienqe> my presumptuous ^n^^ 
;~0^.whof cap di?qlo$e m^ ^^frei; faults. Ala3! 
iny iniqi^ties are too many to be numbered 
Yes, my •God, from the impure fountain af my 
^eart, bpvp^ flowed the noxious and corrupting 
streamy which have d'^fiJed and, debased nw na^ 
tore, and, with ruinous and d?va^j<tiiig^ lorc^i 
iiwe^t ^way \^ e;s£|lted y^stijgf^ of pri^^vail 
jc^qt^itudeand;gl9fiy> " Thpu art mud wan|:mg," 
?— the awfial iseAtence, marked, by thie fipgeir of 
thy holin^ssi on the most brilliant virtues erf 
man, conjfouaids all the bpW pret^nsipn$ of h^ 
ipian pride:. Thet puj^est seraph t^t^r^^i^f 
courtsj) inost Jbojy-Cipd, ren(9iinpmg4U Q|aif» tQ 
merit, in deephu^iUtyvC^sjtfl48crp^.n at tbj 
throned What overwhelming , emotions ^^en 
s^hould. penetrate a worn^of the dust^ a pol^ 
Juted singer, when he approaches th^ resplen^ 
dent throne of his. Maker and Judge^ Ah! 
though arrayed in the most splendid ri|fht^i- 
pusness.of whjcjh thie most ^xajt^d saint caft 
boast, when, {he beams of thy^ glory d^rt upqfl 
me, it will become me, Jmitating the deep 
abasement of the inspired propliet, to lay J^y 
hand upon my mouth, and. prostrate in the 
duqt to deplpre my guilt, ^\ AVo is me, for I am 
unclean." 

Explore then, O my soul, with profoun4 
humility, tW awful abysses of thy guilt.. Co^ 
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finite dtstatnte ftom that throne bf gloiy, with 
which, in thy state of innocence, thoU wast 
perttiitted tp hold near and hallowed commu- 
nion. Consider thyself, while unrenewisd by 
grace, as obnoxious to the displeasure and 
cur$e of that God, who, from the essential 
holiness ^of his nature,, must ever regard sitl 
with infle:jciblcf abhorrence. Revolt not against 
thehuthiliating conviction of thy depravity; 
|)festrmfe^ not, with impious effrontery, to cast 
back th^ sins ori thy most holy maker. Pure 
and upright, thou didst come forth, from his 
halloaed hands. But though blessed w^ith his 
&nimafirt^ smiles, 'though "admitted to the im- 
mediate vjsidn of his glory, though holding 
near and blissful cbmnninion with thy adora- 
ble m^kef, wilfully yielding ' to base tempta- 
tion, thou didst trangress his commands. — 
Deadly 'was the taint that seized and degrad- 
ed aff thy powers, and still infects thee with 
its cprrupnng venom. Btlt thij goodness and 
love bf thy maker, infinitely surpassed thy 
deserts, overcame the aggravated provocations 
of th^ guilt. Transgression had no sooner 
sunk thee 'into the abyss of guilt and misery, 
than his riiercy provided the glorious means of 
thy restoration . Satan had tio sooner triumph- 
ed ih thy fell, and cast on thee his ensla\ irig 
chains, thatr the price of thy ransom was laid 
"oft one thdt was mighty, than a glorious re- 
deemer was provided to baffle and rout the 
"emsgcd forces of the adveis^it^. ^\i\\sa.^xv^ 
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sooner weakened and destroyed the glorious 
powers of thy primitive virtue, than the 
fountain of grace was opened to strengthen, 
renew and console thee by its invigorating 
streams. Inheriting from the first degenerate • 
Adam, a fallen, unholy, and polluted nature, 
thou mayest derive from thy second glorious 
representative, the divine Saviour of mankind, 
pardon, holiness, everlasting salvation. The 
sacrifice of his death, as the sacrifice of an 
all-perfect and almighty victim, is infinite in 
value; and,extending its exalted and beneficent 
efficacy to all mankind, restores them to the 
means and hopes of salvation. His quicken- 
ing grace, flowing from the exhaustless foun- 
tain of eternal love, diffuses, through the hearts 
of all the degenerate offspring of Adam, the 
cheering light, which would conduct them to 
the reconciled countenance of their offended 
God, — the invigorating grace, which would 
enable them to render that imperfect, but sin- 
cere obedience which his mercy will vouchsafe 
to accept 

Thy transgressions, therefore, O my soul, 
are marked by the guilty character of perverse 
and wilful rejection of proffered grace. Thy 
condemnation is now ago;ravated by the bold 
and impious contempt or the mercies of salva- 
titMi, purchased for, thee by a Saviour's merits, 
pressed upon thee by the awakening persua- 
sions, the urgent intreaties uf a Saviour's love. 
In his exaJted state of original ^lerfection, thy 
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first parewt, walking in the resplendent beams 
of divine glory, was evermote blessed by the 
enrapttHring streams of bliss which fVom the 
throne of Jehovah descended npon him. Ex- 
alted and glorious as was his state, animating 
«nd pbwernil as were his motives to obedience, 
the agonies of a divine Saviour consumed as 
a victim to incensed justice did not display 
to him the inviolable sanctions of the law of 
God. The glories of the word madt; fleshy the 
blessings of life, mercy^ and salvation which 
flowed from the cross, did iiot swell his soul 
with the utterable emotions of sacred adora- 
tion, did not display to his astonished contem- 
plation, the Surpassing condescension and love 
of the everlasting Jehovah, Ah \ thy transgres- 
sions have cast contempt and scorn on the glo- 
ries of the Son of God manifested in the flesh 
to redeem thee ;— Mj/transgressions haverepaid 
with cruel mockery and insult, the agonizing 
suflTerings by which he atoned for thy guilt; — 
contemning, by obstinate cotitinufince in sin, 
the grace of God in thy salvation, thou hast 
hurled defiance against the cross where the 
lightning of his justice was consuming the 
Son of his love. Ah, my soul, thjf sins com- 
mitted against brighter displays of glory, con- 
temnin|^ more tremendous manifestations of 
divine justice, have involved thee in deeper 
guilt than that which crushed, under the 
ayenginff curse of heaven, the wretcbad iwft.* 
fiEither of our race; 

H 
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Here then, my souJ, place the basis of thy 
repentance. From the view of thy fallen and 
■wretched state, derive the awakening springs 
of penitential sorrow. From the view of the 
ruins in which sin has involved thy once glo- 
rious nature, seek to excite the lively convic- 
tion of thy need of the atoning mercy, and re- 
novating grace of a Kedecmer. Arrayed in 
the celestial garments of mercyj he came, the 
divine messenger of the Father, " to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, to bind up the b^oke^^ 
hearted, to comfort those who mourn." And 
until thou art sensible tliat the galling chains 
of sin enslave thee; until the view of the mi- 
sery and wretchedness of:thy fallen nature, 
excites the anguish of thy awakened consci- 
ence; until the just sentence of condemnation 
passed against thee, penetrates thy humbled 
spirit with deepa»d unfeigned sorrow,, — ^thou 
tvilt not implore the saving power of the at 
mighty arm of thy Redeemer, thou wilt not 
with humble and fervent importunity implore. 
the balm of divine mercy, thou wilt not seek 
to wash away the deep stains of thy guilt in the 
ever-living fountain of thy Redeemer's grace. 

Let then, the lively sense of thy unworthi- 
ness and guilt be ever sacredly cherished,, O 
my soul, — to humble thee in the sight of God, 
to awaken the fervors of thy repentance,; to 
excite thee evermore to seek comfort, p^ace 
and salvation, by a lively faith in thy Sa- 
vjour's mcr'wi and grace. Especially, when 
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thou art called to celebjate his love, and to 
mvoke his mercy and power, in the holy sa- 
crament of his siippier, be it thy care to form 
the most lively and affecting views of thy 
fallen and lost estate. Ah! who will cherish 
with the most fervent gratitude, the precious 
emblems, of the Saviour's love? who will in- 
voke with the most sincere and sacred solici- 
tude, the divine manifestations of grace and 
gjlory which this holy ordinance was designed 
to dispensed who will experience in then* 
most exquisite fervors^ the pleasures of that 
holy conummion with God, which sometimes 
lift the soul on the wings of ardent hope, to 
the celestial streams of bliss which jiow in the 
city oftheliviiig God ? — The humble christian, 
whoj cherishing a deep sense of his weakness^ 
his unworthiness, his need of mercy and grace, 
stays his soul, with supreme and ardent faith, 
on that all-sufficient and glorious Saviour, who 
gaye himself to be the itfe of the world. 



THE PRAYER. 



O GOt), who art infinitely pure and perfect, and 
in whofe fight dwelleth nothing^ thiit is unholy or un- 
clean ; Mirith deep hxunllity, 1 cofifefs the numerous fins 
which have denied my confcience, and which call for 
Ac condemning fenteqcc of thy jui^ce. I acknowlege, 
OLord, th^t thy laws are infinitely holy, juft» and %poA \ 
'calculated to advance the.pcTfectVoxv ^tvA. ^crt^ ^\ xss^ 
/»/ifii^iny/iirfentpeaceyande>red<^%Vcv^^9^ "^^vx^ 
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though thou haft mercifully endued me with that 
heavenly grace, by which) I wajs enable^ to work out 
my falvation, and, through the merits of myblefled 
Redeemer, to obtain thy favour, I have bafdv kie^leded 
thfe powerful fuccours of thy Holy Spirit 5.1 hiVc wil- 
fully cbiitemned the means provided by thy grace for 
my xtdemption ; and I have eagerly cberiflied and pur- 
fue4 the unhallowed dictates, of my depraved natura 
O LoMf' v^tk deep humility ,1 confefs^mac I have dit 
regahte^ ^he invitations of thy m/qrcy,I haye contemOjQ^ 
the fiiccburs of thy grace,.! have defied, by wilful an4 
deliberate tranfgremon, the avenging terrors of thy 
juftice. Enlightened, by the beams of thy truth to 
difcern the exalted excellence and joys of ihy righteotll 
laws, and endued with celeftial ftrength to reCit the 
temptations which would feduce me from thy fieirvioei 
<< I nave yet; done the things that I' ought not to hate 
done, and I have left undone the things^ that I oughl 
to have done ; and there is no health in me.'^ , Alas i 
O Lord, by the numerous and great deficiences of duty 
which have marked my life, by my numerous^ and re- 
peated violations of thy laws, I have juftly incurred 
thy difpleafure ; — I (land condemned at thy tribuiial ; 
my confcience confirms the juftice of that fentence 
which would banifli me, from thy prefcnce, beyond the 
reach of hope. Bleffed'^ that mercy, which is thy 
mod refplendent attribute, thou haft fpared me, O God 
of my falvation. In the exercife of unalterable com- 
paffion and love, thou'Jiaft laid on Jefus, thy eternal 
pon, thQ ^eavy burden' of my fins. thou precious^ 
lamb of God ! who. waft^wounded fqr ipy tranfgres* 
fions and bruifed for. my iniquities i whofe s^pmzing 
fuffcrings, and all Xufficieint merits are dii|>lay^4 to the 
eye of ^ai.th^ in the lively iiiemorials, ami domipjepfioratife 
&crifice of 'the altar, hear the eameil fupplicationst 
my ibul, bowed down b^ vl&%>aa^ wd^ UT^jas^^]:^ 
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ncfs, lifts to thcc, for pardon and falvation. G rant, O my 
Saviour, that while die facrificc of the altar, diiplaying 
the lively embleipiof thy fufferings and death, forcibly 
carries to my heart the fenfe of my guilt, it may alfo 
be the feafand pledge of the mercy, the grace, and 
favour of my offended God. Holy Spirit ! the fource 
of quickening grace, whofe facred office it is to ««- 
vince of Jm ; light up in my foul, the lively and habi- 
tual conviction of my weaknefs, depravity, and unwor^ 
thinefs. Bleffed Guide and Comforter! lead my con- 
victed and contrite fpirit to repofe its full and ardent 
truft . in ^the interceffion and merits of my Saviour's 
blood. Almighty Father ! whofe holy and juft Uidig- 
nation I have incurred, caft me not off forever; — 
liften to the interceding calls of thy mercy, liften 
to the powerful jpleading^ of my Safviour^s blood, 
and turri from my guilty foul, the feverity of thy wrath. 
O grarit, that, penetrated with the lively conviction of 
qny demerits^ and my uttcx infuiHciency to aufwer the 
claims of thy holineis and juftice, I may flee with ar- 
dent and ftedfaft defire and faith,, to the plenteous 
fountain of mercy opened in my Saviour's blood, to the , 
renovating dreams of grace, which flow from bis cru- 
cified body.. From the altar, where under lively 
emblems, my Saviour is fct. forth crucified foir my fins, 
may his^ deanfing blood fldw into my foul-^may* his 
almighty grace difpenle,throi^h' my depraved nature, 
its purifying and r^ofvating ftreams^ Thus, O eternal 
God, recovered by thy joiercy :fr<An the awful depths 
xA gutlt;uid Ji^^ry^and r^ftpred.jpiy thy grace to health, 
purity,' aiid.pes^te, be allthegl^ypf my redemption 
afcribed unfd thee. Father, Sojp,^nd^; H^^ Ghoft, for- 
ever and ever. — AMfeJ*. ' // ' 

Ha 
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MEDITATION 



REF^JSJ^TTAJWE. 



O MY SOUL! if the conviction of thy 
fallen and condemnied state thus irresistibly 
forced upon thee, by the unerring declaration 
of (rd^himself^by the view of the c£;i?r/(/ around 
thee, }yf the histery of human nature, by the 
faithful testimony of thine own conscieneey — ^if 
•this conviction of thy fallen and condemned 
state, hai8 been sincere and lively, thou wilt 
perceive the necessity of deep and effectual 
repentance. 

ffow shalt thou express thy sensibility to thv 
demerit, thy deep sorrcJw for the sins, which 
have routed against thee the wrathpf heaven, 
but by humble, earnest and reiterated confes- 
sion. How ^hah thou awaken the mercy of 
that God whom thy sins have ptbvoked, but 
by those unfeighed sighs and tears of lively 
sorrow by whicli the true peniten:j . always 
seeks to express his sense of his aggravated 
guilt. How wilt thou subdue the unhiQlowed 
passions which destroy tVvj ipxxTvX^ ^xv4^ ^jAoypic^v 
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and continually plunge thee in trarisgression ani 
guilt^ut by the holy mortification and self^denia^ 
which are the principal constituents of genuine 
repentance. Thy Saviour hath declared that 
he came to ^* seek and to save Aat which was 
lost." — ^thy Almighty Judge hath declared that 
be dispenses mercy only to those " who turn? 
from their wickedness : and do that which is* 
lawful and right." Seek to excite then, O my 
soul, by deep abasement and humiliation) 
the. infinite compassion of thy Saviour-— by the 
vows of obedience which adways characterise 
the true penitent, prove Aat thou art stedfastly 
resolved to serve thy God,-^and thus lay thy 
humble claim to the displays of 1^ mercy. 

Thou art preparin^^ to. partii^pate in that 
holy supper, where thou wilt be admitted to 
intimate and sacred communion with thy hea- 
venly Father— -whefe thou wilt engage, in the 
closest and most endearing intercourse of 
love and; duty,^ with thy bleaaed* Redeemer.— 
O coB9ider, how. Kvely should be thy emotions 
of contrition, how profound thy abasement, 
how deep and universal thy renunciation of 
sin, how ardent and- firnv Ay resolutions of 
obedience, how sincece and unfeigned thy re- 
pentance^ when by Hie- most sokmn and af* 
fecting symbols, diou dost devote thyself to 
thy Redeemer and implore the mercy and grace 
^fthe God 6f thy salvation. Art thou thesa 
• 4esirou8, O my soul^ to be rescued from that 
.gj^t.Mud condemnation mlQ v?\i52^ i\w\abfe^ 
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cast thee? Art thou desirous, to be resto- 
ted to the enjoyment of the reconciled counte- 
nance of thy God? Art thou desirous to eiijby 
the exalted and pure delidit that enlivens 
tile conscience which the bTood of the Saviour 
hatii cleansed from guilt? Art thou desirous 
to experience the powerful and glorious effi* 
cacyof thatbody- and blood, by^ which Jesus re* 
deems and renews his penitent people*? Art 
thou desirous to enjoy the refreshing aiid invi- 
gorating streams, which flow from the throne 
of grace, erected by the Saviour on the altar of 
his love? — Let thy most ardent desires be ex- 
citedy let thy mostvigorbiis exertions be roused, 
let thy most fervent prayers be directed to 
heaven, for that holy and evangelical repen- 
tance which is the only passport to purity and 
peace, to the merciful arms of thy God,— to 
the affectionate bosom of thy blessed Re* 
deemer. 

Examine then^ faithfiiljy, my soulf the cha- 
racteristics of thy repentance. Recal to view 
the sacred and penetrating properties of this 
evangelical graced Recollect, there are false 
and unhallowed counterfeits of genuine re- 
pentance, by which many flatter and fatally 
deceive their own hearts. Ah I when God 
inflexible and holy sits in judgment on tl^e 
soul, he will institute a profound and pene- 
trating scrutiny whidi' will detect and con- 
£:>und the base hopes of' the hypocrite-*^ 
Ho J/ Spirit I Kpentasace ia t\x^ ^\^--A<?iWw4, 
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and awaken its most sacred andi^lowing fer- 
vors in my soul. , < . ♦ 
That thoumayesi: in the awful day of retrir 
bution and trjal escape the condemning 
judgment pof God, investigate now, niy sout 
with faithful and serigus concern the charac- 
teristics of thy repentance. . ,1 
. It is not sufficient, that, the ayt^akening 
spring of thy repentance should consist, in ^n 
fiwjtil apprehension of divine zoraUi. ' jn a <?er* 
t^in degree, and w^ithin certain bounds, an 
apprehension ,of the inflictipp of divine justice 
due to sin, is not only necessary to ^all forth 
the conviction, the^ concern, the sorrow,? ;the 
zeal of the penitent; but it is ,also;th0,pow^]C'7 
ful principle which corrects ^pd .chast^ps;^ 
fervors or love, and which may; at tim^sftnij 
mate and strengthen the obedience, ^nd zeal, 
of the confirmed christian. For- that -i^veren^ 
tialy sublime, and exalted fear of, God, which 
lies at the foundation both of the contrition of 
the penitent, and the homage a'nd duty >of the 
christian, in some. degree arise? from, a: lively 
and awful impression of the hifiexible, justice 
of God, of the terrible stores of wrath which 
will overwhelm the disobedient contemners 
of his laws. The holy ;and avenging (laii^eS 
wbich issue from thp tnrone of Jehovah qent 
found the mii^istering cberubini who wdUs. hif) 
orders, an4 ch^^ten with reve^enp^ and awe, 
the ^rapturous chorus of praistej^M^hichlW Wi^ 
ofbeaveoy inflamed with Vive\Y\o\^i%^vv^^ist{!et 
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to th6 adorilble Source of goodness and mercy. 
Oh then, what overwhelming embtions of re* 
verence should coitfdund a worm of the dust, 
polluted, in his most perfect istate, with the 
deep taint of sin, when he contemplates that 
resplendent holiness and justice, which encircle 
the throne at which he is to receive his etemid 
d6om . * Into the emotions of penitence, there* 
fote^ 9,n apprehension of divine zvrat h aiising 
from= thfe combined view of the justice, holr- 
li^ss ind' power of God, and i>f our guilt and 
den\ent,inay justifiably enter. But when it is 
Ae sole, the supreme, or even the dominant 
tpringV it/defstroys the efficacy, the purifying 
8tod coiisoling virtue of repentance. • For, ^ 
l^jientance M^ich is founded only on an ap- 
prehension of divine wrath, is selfish and dis* 
ingenuous in respect to its motives, it will be 
feeble andsupeirficiaJ in its sacrifices and in its 
services. When uncontrolled and uninfluen- 
ced by 6ther, Aiore ingenuous and noble, 

^fnbtive^, a repentance* characterised by the 
feaf ^f di vinie wrath, regards only the dobse^ 
{Jtt^nces of sin' as incurrtftg punishiiierit, and 
wholly keeps but of view its more aggravated 
itnd heinous chairacteristics, its ingratitude, its 
baseness, i^ criminality. THii kmd of repen- 
tance, therefbri^, rtiay very Well coitipoft, with 
tin entire insensibility ie tihe intrinsic defbrmi- 
ty t>f sin,» and to its guilt as the ' Violation of 
Ihe kw of God, the just ^nd holy judge of the 

world, A penitent inftueticed ovA^ >a^ «l 
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mtvfal apprehension, qf Mvine Enroth j-wWlhp. 
eamiestly anxiou$ to jiyert' Hkt penalties of sin; 
but will not be solicitous to avoid the commis-' 
sion of it, Suprediely and ajrdently dierishing 
his sinful passions^ he wilt merely aun sit those 
partial satrifices^ lU: that superficial obedience' 
by which he hopes to elude th^rilflPtenQinating 
sentence, which' iGod \iiriU pifonou{ice on the 
avowed and presumptuous sit^ner. He would^ 
therefore riot in the intoxicating bosom of sen- 
sual indulgence, did not the apprehension of 
divine indignation arrest his guilty passions. . 
Unaflfected by a sense of; the e'vil of sin and 
supremely devoted to licentious enjoynients, 
he secretly curias tlje unrelenting arm of jus-i 
tice which pursues the transgre^or, with the . 
pangs of remorse, with poigpant and intermi* 
nabie misery. His soul Unhumbled and un-^ 
mortified, and still retaining its native aversion 
t^ holiness and virtue,— his is the repentance 
of upsul;>dued gui|t,:of terrified remorse — ^like 
the impious ; repentance , of cciidemned .'spirits, 
who, trembling under the chains of hell and 
cpnspfned bv its torturing fires, implore a ws-> 
pensipn of tneir torment, a release from their 
galling fetters, only to .hurf their. enraged but* 
ioipotent yehge^nce against the throne of he^^ 
ve^.f .Qh! wh^t an^nsult;this base repentance to 
^9fL y^^ ritSislayish faars regard as an^un* 
benx^i^ and merciless tyrant v and w:ho,:it im<^ 
pipi^j: supposesi ' will i>e satisfied with that 
disipgeaupu^j and hypocritical ex^t^^vwi ^ 
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sorrow ivhich is eitiJpted by thi6 iehlors of his 
justice \ Hew iin worthy this kteg^^ierite^ irpea- 
tkhce of the devout laind l^l^yble ^omnlunkant; 
who, in the wfFeriigs • of tiis- < SavioiJt pour- 
trayed in t^, affecting emblems of the ahar, 
behbtds the awakeAin^'s^ln'g of liveh^r and 
ingeiiuoug 86«»fiW ^^ * '/ ^ . . ^ j 

It is Tiot»*i6ven enmigh' that tepentancf | 
should be fouiided on A 14^ w ipf the ef vil of siA 
as destructire to the^ (P^^^y kni peace ^ftke 
souL * ' 

The purity and peace of the soul are insepa- 
rably connected, by the constitu[tion of human | 
nature and by the appointment of God, with 
obedierK^e to: his laws. Obedience to the de- 
crees of the infikite source of perf^ittion and 
power constitutes tjbe harmony of the universe. 
Obedience to the will of the eternal fountain 
of intelligence and goodness constitutes the 
rapturous bKss of those countless myriads 
ofcelcstial spirits, who encircle the throne of 
Jehovah, adoring, with sujireme and devoted 
fervor, his transcendent glory and perfection. 
Only, in a conformity to the image, and in a 
jsincere obedience to tbe will, of his eternal 
lawgiver and judge, will man find pure and 
perrect bliss. ^ All the powers of his natuife, by 
an originsd and iripesidtible impiuA^ei tei^d to 
the eternal fountain of perfection, as the cen- 
tre of their enjoyment. In proportioa zs they 
are exercised upon God; in proportion ;>i^ 
the/ are ai2imatedj regula^t^d and oKtoail^ 
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yy his will; in proportion as they arc invigo- 
"ated and enlivened by the cheering smiles of 
lis favourj will be the happiness of man in the 
present life, will be his capacity for the fruition 
>f the holy and blissful presence of his God, 
in the life to come. When therefore, thofi 
lost consider; O my soul, that by disobedience 
to the laws of G(xl, thou hast forfeited thy 
::Iaim to his favour; when thou dost consider 
ihAt in departing from the infinite source of 
perfection and goodness, thou hast forsaken 
the ** fountain of living waters," and hast 
lought to gratify thy nobte and aspiring de- 
lires at the unhallowed, polluted, and unsatis- 
FriTig '*^ cisterns'* ^ worldly pleasure; when 
mou dost, with awakened solicitude,' cont^m- 
[>late the fatal di!*!)rder a<id ruin into whiqh 
rin has cast thy once ejcalted and perfect 
p<^wers; wfeen conscience* aroused and m- 
Bamed, touches thy trembling spirit with the 
pangs 6ftem<5irs^;' When' ton vitted and alarmed 
thdti dost' contemplate the degrading iiifamy, 
the aggravated guilt, the intolerable misery 
which attend the indulgence of agitating, tui^ 
bulent, and unholy passions; — ^thoudost oehold 
Ihe-most p6W€*rfu! mbtives to deephumilittfon, 
lo lively andpungenl sorrow. But even here, the 
glow OT contrition is tarai^ed by the seifish 
principle by which it is exgited/ Transgres- 
sion Imls destroyed ihy peace, has cut thee off 
feom the divine fountain -of trut feVteViej ^ \cftRv 
il^^giiBuied asd debased tihy ^ovi^et%i>Ma.V*taiS2^^^ 
v.' > ^ I 
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the sources of thy enjoyment. Disgrace, dis^ 
honour, misery and destruction are the certain 
finits of thy sinful course. Here, there is not 
a. motive to repentance which does not termi- 
nate on self , which does not draw all its force 
and ardour froni a regard* to thy own welfare 
and happiness. Ah! if indeed the conser 
4juences of sin involved only, thy own purity 
^nd peace, motives drawn rrom these conside- 
rations would constitute the sole springs of thy 
repentance. But when thou dost consider, 
that thy transgressions have defied the auth6^ 
rity, and have contemned the mercy and love 
of thy God and Saviour, -thou ^ilt perceive 
that there are motives to contrition sti-Il more 
legitimate and noble> — motives, more worthy 
those ingenuous and disinterested emotion^ 
with which, the penitent should comimemb- 
xate^, in the holy supper, the infinite love of his 
Kedeemer. 

Thy penitential sorrow therefore should be 

founded on a deep sense of the evil of sin, as 

j^presumptiwiis contempt of the righteous au- 

-^i ihqrity of Gad. Consider,, that as the infinite 
source of perfection, power, and goodness, he 
justl^claims the homage^-pf the-i^niverse. Con- 
sider, ^hat his omnipotenit hand sustains anid 
-^governs gill tjiings; himself, the soyeyeign lord 
of naturf y Consider, that the sacred object of 

, that dominion which, with Sovereign and re- 

sji?tlp$3 sway, he exercises over the wOrW^ is 

the adynnctmcntoi t\ve petfecXvoa* ^e:^s«^, 
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and happinessof all the countless orders of in-^ 
telligent creatures. Gonsider, that, as thy eter- 
nal M2iker,^tby omnipotetit Lawgiver, thy just 
and holy Judge, he claims thy supreme, thy 
unreserved, thy uniform obedience. Ah ! by 
transgression, thou hast impiously refused to 
render that homage, which universal nature 
offers to its omnipotent 'Maker and Lord — By 
transgression, thou hast proudly, spurnied thy 
dependence on that Almighty arm which pre- 
serves thee in being, and which, in a moment, 
could crush thee into the dust from whence 
its inspiring power raised thee— By transgres- 
sionv thou hast revolted against the righteous 
dominion of the Sovereighc of the universe and 
fioiight to defeat the glorious and beneficent 
purposes of his righteous sway* — By transgres- 
sion, though hast presumptuously defied the 
infinite power of thy Maker, thou has impiously 
contemned the righteous mandates of thy su- 
preme and holy Lawgiver, thou h^st raised the 
arm of defiance against the omnipotent Judge of 
heaven and e^rth. OhSsby what deep and 
profound con trijtion, must thpu seekjto avert the 
wrath which impends over' thy presumptuous 
and. Criminal rebellion. *^ 

Until we are deeply impressed with the 
^supreme claims of God to bur homage and 
obedienc*; until we discern and acknow- 
ledge his power, his justice and his holi- 
,ne9S, the awful presumption of sin, as a con- 
-tesi^t of his authority, will Tvol\>e ^\^^^^^V\ss. 
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To release us from the corrupting and mi- 
serable bondage of sin, was the glorious object 
which brought down from the celestial man- 
sions of bliss, the eternal Son of the highest, 
It was the glorious object for which he pro- 
mulgated his enlightening and renovating in- 
structions, for which he displayed the perfect'' 
and resplendent example of a spotless life. It 
was the gloridus object which animated all 
his labors, which conducted him, cheerful and 
triumphant, tiirough the series of his bitter 
sufferings. It' wks the glorious object for 
which he finally shed, on the cross, that preci- 
ous blood which was ^to be the seal and the 
oiieans of our deliverance Irom sin, for which 
he poured forth the rich effusions of the Holy 
Spirit to ;sanctify and restore our degenerate 
mature* While therefore^ sensual and unholy 
passions enthral us; while we are destitute of 
those pure and celestial virtues by which we 
must be qualified for everlasting happ^iness — 
in vain for us will the Son of God have pub- 
lished his divine instructions — in vain for us 
.will he have displayed his glorious example 
. — in vain for us will he hav.e trjjjpphantly sus- 
tained the agonizing suffering^^nd death of 
the cross — in vain for us will he have purcha- 
sed the renovating ^ifts of tbe Holy Spirit.--^ 
Ah! these powerful aids, thfese resplelftdeot 
motives of holy, obedience,' perverted and 
contemned, will strip us of all excuse for our 
j/npenitence, will silence tVvii>i^\ti^leas.fe|f" 
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whicK we may se«k to extenuate dirr ^tvers* 
-continuance in sin, will arm, with heavier 
vengeance, the sentence of almighty justice 
which consigns us to interipinable reftkfrs^ 
and misery. 

, Gbntemplate, O my soul, the awful and af- 
fecting import: of the holy rite which trhou art 
4:o celebrate.-r-Contemplate ithe livefy exbihi- 
tion which the sacrifice of the altar affords; 
both, of the inflexible and holy \;k^^/c<? of 
God, and, of the» rich xjverflowiiigs of hi^ 
77iercy.— Contemplate, nundef- the affecting 
symbols there exhibited^ the infinite lofte^of 
the- Saviour, Who diecrfully encountered the 
consuming fires of divine justice to avert from 
thee their overwhelming fury. -^Aod if,*aft^ 
this awful and affecting exhibitipp, no de- 
sires are awakened -tb tbe^ defi v^d f rcifl *<the 
dominion'of tho^ sins which poured the wrath 
jofihCTrven on thy innoceiitiiledeehier-^if, af- 
4ac this iperietrating vi^w^ mo desires .are awa? 
'kenedta testify, by thy (VOWS of love and 
dutyj^ thy unutterable gratitude to thy God 
and Saviour, to obtain, by a life of holy obe- 
dience,; the Jfciveriingrhand consoling ^miles ' 
of tbeii: favou^^thoUiart utterly unworthy to 
ffartak^ of ah: ordinanicia to ithe exalted , anfd 
affecting tendency of which: thou art entirely 
insen$iirf6--*^thoi3i art uttferJy . unw6rthy ^ to re^ 
-ceite. those ine$timable' comftiunicatidns of 
jWl^^i^ and grace which; in '^this hallowed otdv 






96 WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

prayers and VOWS of the htmible and fai&fut. 
Oh! to receive the body and blcxxl of die 
Saviour into a > heart, which, ardently xhe- 
rkikAng unholy pas&bnv contemns his autho- 
rity and mercy, and proudly erects the throne 
of rebellion: a^inst biin,-^wduld display a 
hardeii(ed and consummate presumption de- 
sjerving ^e ftiost )treuenduous inflictions of dir 
yine justice. • 

By ev^ry alarming or affecting considen^ 
tion which awakeaed lively thy sorroxo for sifl, 
thou artj excited, O' my soul, to the most ear- 
nest desires to bertesjcued'from ^s dtnmnwn^-^^ 
thou, art urged to thci onost >zealous: aiid ardent 
yQ^rs'M>idut^?md€fyedieMe, ^How^panst thou 
€»xipect to e'scape the wrath of God, while by 
rhcrishing thy sins, and persevering in imr 
pi^us ret^llion igainst him, thou dost wilfully 
expose, thyself to the severest inflictions of his 
justice. How canst thou expect to enjoy that 
peace, which diffuses its refreshing and enlJ- 
lyriening influence only through the conscience 
that is redeemed from guilt, when thoii dost 
wilfully cherish those unhallowed passions 
which inevitably produce, agjj||^on, anxiety, 
and remorse. How canst thouexpect to avc»d 
(the presumptuous jguik jof refc^/Zibn against the 
righteous and just authority of the Sovereign 
of the universe, when the sensual passions, 
which rule in thee, with supreme sway, bear 
testimony, that thy expressions and vow*;^ 
penitence are insincere, iSaafc \5cioa &»il if<A 
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providly oppose the just claims of God to thy 
service and obedience. How canst thou avert 
the opprobrium of the basest insensibility and 
ingratitude, while the most affecting display 
of the mercies of God, and of the exalted 
riches of his love towards thee in Jesus Christ, 
cannot induce thee to relinquish the sins, which 
are daily abusing his mercy and contemning 
his love, which are daily renewing the pangs 
that rent the bosom of the Saviour, a victim 
for thy guilt, to the unsparing wrath of hea- 
ven. Ah! my soul! while sm reigns in thy 
affections ^ while wilful violations of the laws 
of God defile thy conscience ; though thy pre- 
tended sorrow ihould burst forth in loud, and 
ardent, and reiterated confessions and suppli- 
cations, thou art still obnoxious to the wrath 
of God — still the slave of degrading, corrupt- 
ing, and disappointing pleasures- — still exposed 
to the pangs of anxiety, apprehension, and re- 
morse-T-thou art still the presumptuous rebel 
against the authority of God, still the guilty 
and hardened contemner of his love. 

There is no way in which thou canst prove 
that thy repentance is genuine — no w^y in 
which thou canst obtain a title to the love and 
favour of God-*— po way in which thou i^aitisst 
prepare for being a worthy and accepted 
guest at the table of the Lord, but, by earnest 
and uniform desire to be delivered from the 
dominion of sin, by sincere and ardent vo^s 
of obedience to thy XJod and S^Vvowx • 

. K 
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• - ' 

Let then thy desires to be ^eliverecl from 
the dominion of sin, and thy -^^wseif duty and 
obedience, be i-mc^fnp and /fDcTj/^ 

If, in proportion to the ^disgrace, -the in- 
famy, land niisery of the x^alamities that op- 
press us, should be the sincerity and 'warmth 
of our desires to be deKyered from them; — 
deliverance from the degrading and miserable 
l)ondageof sin should awaken the most sin- 
rere and lively desires of our hearts. If, in 
prpportion to the magnitude of the favours 
we have received fronv a benefactor, and 
the value of the blessings which he has still 
in store for us, should be the sincerity and 
ardor of our devotion to him;— the vows of 
obedience to our heavenly Father ^nd Re- 
ideemer, who is the source of all our bless- 
jings, and the only stay of all our hopes, should 
awaken and engage the highest fervour of 
our affections. From a degrading dominion, 
that corrupts and blasts our purity and peace, 
we seek to be dielivered. To a merciful and 
gracious God, who is worthy our highest 
homage, and who claims our most ardent 
gratitude, we are to vow alkgiance. The 
most splendid and exalted object of worldly 
rdtesire and pursuit, sinks, in the comparison 
with the sublime and momentous concerns 
of our eternal destiny.' Desires and resolu- 
tions, if possible, infinitely more ardent 
than those which carry us impetuously, for- 
warcl in the chace of wot\dtj ^ex^^:yjt©i^iE^^ 
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should be devoted to< trie attainment of that 
spiritual redemption, /o£ that sacred fidelity 
and zeal in the service of God, which are the 
only pledgees of out presei\t and eternal peace. 
'jThy desired aUd resolutiobs, O my soul, are to 
be offered up to a holy God, who searches the 
heart; who, jealous of his honor, and the sa-^ 
cred claims of his axUhority, will- indignantly 
i^esentand punish the hypocritical and super- 
ficial professions of love and obedience, 
Xhinkest thou> he will behold tliee panting 
with eager desire in the pursuit of worldly 
fileasure, ybwing, with, supreme ardor of.ar- 
rection, devotion to.jthe idols of honor and 
wealth; andj when to him, thy moJjt.smcere 
love, thy most zealous and active obedience 
are due, be himself content with the empty 
and feeble homage of affect ions which are^ 
wasting, their most exalted and generous fer- 
youi^s, on debasing and transitory gratifications! 
View, the unexampled prodigies of divine 
love, ip the sufferings and death commemo^ 
iiated on the altar. , Contemplate the richj the 
refreshing, the invigorating, , the immortal 
blessings of that spiritual banquet which a 
merciful Hedeemer hath graciously provided. 
Redemption from >sin and its convulsive 
pangs, restoration to the favour of God and 
ibe neyer-failing consolations^ of his love, pu- 
rity of heart and the inexpressible peace which 
is aJ ways its blest attendant, communion 
.wll^ God and- the diviije ^itvd uxixxXXavi^^ 
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pleasures which he pours upon the soul, a 
L'vely foretaste, of the ineffable joys of heaven, 
that bears the sublimed affections, on the 
wfn^s of sacred rapture, to the eternal source 
of glory and bliss, — these are the rich and 
exalted ble?sings, which, in the spiritual ban- 
quet of his body and blood, the love of thy 
Saviour hath prepared for tliee. Impenetra- 
ble and hardened art thou, if blessings thus 
exalted do not excite thy supreme and most 
ardent desires; — lost to eveiy amiable feeling, 
and deserving of the indignant curse of hea- 
ven, if, at the very moment vi^hen thy Saviour 
displays the awful depths of his sufferings, and 
cffers thee the rich and eternal blessings 
■which were purchased by them, thou canst 
repay his unutterable love with feeble, super- 
ficial, hypocritical vows of dutj. 

It is not enough that thy de^res and reso- 
lutions be lively and sincere; they must J>e 
■uniform and universal. 

Those desires and resolutions ' cannot be 
sincere, which, while they urge us to make 
partial sacrifices to the laws of God, still seek 
"to retain some particular favourite gratitica- 
tior^s. Those, desires and resolutions cannot 
be sincere, which are capricious and irregu- 
lar, and which are only occasionally and rarely 
exerted. The ardors of holy flesire and reso- 
lution shuuld'glow, with stead}) and uniform 
fervor. No temptations, however seducing, 
should damp or quench, tiKtu-, t\o dudes, how- 



WEDNESDAY EVENING- 10 L 

ever^ifficult or arduous, should, dismay or ar^ 
rest them. The true penitent, who is awaken- 
ed to a due sense of the immense debt of 
fratitude, which he owes to his Almighty 
ather and Redeemer^ will not iheasure his 
obedience, by the nice calculations of cold and 
selfish policy. His yows of duty will burst 
forth, from the lively emotions of a heart beat- 
ing high ivith grateful , love. . His . vows of 
obedience will embrace, all the sacrifices, to 
which, devotion to his blessed Lord may call 
hioi. They will extend to all the various and . 
most exalted acts of duty, by which he may 
advance the glory and honour of his. Redeemer 
aiid God, and prpye himself worthy of their 
applauding fiat. , . . ^ 

F or ans.entire deliverance from the corrupt- . 
ii?g domlnrpn of sinful, passions, and for a re- - 
storation to the holy and .cplestijal image of thy 
maker,^ let thcn.tly most ardent, desires^ O niy 
soul, b^ rnii/armly exerted. . Offer not to God 
resolutions ,of duty, the. sudden fruit of tran- 
sijtory glows oCfeeling.^ Be thy vows of alle- . 
glance founded," on a. deep and serious con vic- 
tionj of the weighty obligations that should : 
tfind thee to "him,, of the exalted and renno- 
blin^ nature of lus service, of its brilliant and 
glorious rewards.. Except pot, from thy yows ; 
of obedience, any hallowed precept of thy Sa- . 
viour, though it may requir/? ,thee to crush the 
iodulgence to which, thou dost cling, with su- 
I^me ardour, of affection. Resolve on th^t 
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univt^rtdl obedii^nce to his commanJs which 
he requires, and which alone he will accept 
-and reward. Then " shalt thou not be con- 
founded, when thou hast respect unto allhh | 
icOmmandmer.ts." When disposed to mur- ' 
,mur at the. severity of the sacrifices to which 
"he calls lihee, at the extent and difficulty of his 
service— Krast thy view upon the altar — con- 
template tile number and poignancy of his 
sufferings for thee — explore the Bstonishing 
"rij:hes or his mercy and grace — and blush, that 
thon hast for a moment indulged an ungrate- 
ful murmur — deplore the utter- inadequacy of 
thy most zealous services to repay the debt of 
"love— offer, to the, gracious Redeemer whtx 
bought thee with his blood, the hest tribute 
thou c^anst render — though insufficient and un- 
worthy — z^ti/ous 3.vid iini/orm obedience to alt 
hrs sacred commands. 

'Thy desires for redemption ffom Ae domi- 
nion of sin, and thy resolutions Cf /holy obe- 
dience must be accompanied with "tlly own 
vigorous exertions, and with the diligent vse 
qf nfl the means of grace. ' 

To work out thy salvation, js,iTOdced, the 
inon^entDus business that should occupy thy 
■supr^nje careS and exertions. Gorisidfei.Tip'w 
ptftfertt the sway which sin maintiltia over iHf- 
enslaved affections. Consider, how deep Ae 
'tmhillowcd taint of miquity which' is. tij he- 
washed away. Consider, how stron^^^te 
'cba'ijis of CQrrapt passion from whpse iipi|Htl4 
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thfaldom thou art to burst. Consider, how 

holy and refsplendent the graces whose reno- 

:'vating; aiid celestial reign over thy affections 

I is to be established. Consider, how extensive 

- and important the circle of duties which thou: 
- must resolve sacredly to discharge. Consider,. 

- ibow many painful sacrifices must be made, 
h<yw many dismaying obstacles triumphantly 
surmounted, in that sacred course of holy obe- 
dience to God which thou art bound to renr 
-der. Wilt thoa indulge the vain and presump- 
tuous expectation^ that, to fulfil these mo- 
mentous and' highly difficult engagements,, 
feeble and occasional efforts only will be 
necessar)'- ? Wilt thou presumptuously hope to 
subdue the raging dominion of sensual pas- " 
sions, by those superficial and slight exertions, 
which, thou wouldest deem it folly, to apply to 
any tenrtporalenterprize that was difficult or 
hazardous! Ah! the new and holy life, at 
which thoii must aim as the only pledge of thy 
salvation^ is ojpposed to the most powerful pro- 
pensities of thy falleti nature, to niQ domineer- 
ing principles and spirit of a corrupt world, to 

,the seducing pleasures and allurements that, 
from a thousand quarters, assail thee, with their 
insinuating solicitations. Oh! what vigoroua 
and persevering exertions, what bold resolu- 
tion, what determined courage will be nece^ 
sary, to surmount the obstacles which will op- 
pose thee in thy christian course, and to 
Pliable thee to persevere, with u\\s\v^ksxv'L^::5Jw 
jmd £delityy in the service oi l\v^ C3Q^^ ^XN^k. 
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Utmost strength thou wilt be able to bring to 
the contest with thy spiritual enemies, the 
■ most vigorous cxei-tions thou wilt be able to 
engage in the discharge" of the high duties of 
the cliristian life, will prove impotent and 
vain, unless inspired and invigorated by the 
diligent use of the means oj grace. By fre- 
quent and devout reflection on the exalted and 
ennobling privileges and rewards of thy 
holy vocation; by the serious and attentive 
perusal of those sacred records, whose inspired 
pages convey the illuminating beams of di- 
vine truth; by humble and regular attendance 
on the ministrations and ordinances of the 
sanctuary, where, the God of grace is ever 
ready to strengthen, refresh, and bless his peni- 
tent worshippers ; above all, by frequent, 
humble, and earnest prayer to God for the 
quickening, strengthening, and sanctifying 
influences of his Holy Spirit, — by these pious 
and holy exercises^ only, wilt thou be able to 
advance, in the course of holiness, with th^t 
increasing zeal and vigour^ which will ensure 
final and glorious success. Under the regene- 
lating and invigorating guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, thou mayest attain the most exalted 
heights of christian perfection and virtue; but, 
"without him thou canst do nothing." The 
grace of God is siifficient for the most difficult 
and dangerous trials — his strength will be glo- 
riously perfected in the iveaknas of the most 
.humble of his children. By his Almighty 
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Spirit y " the whole body of the church is go- 
verned and sanctified.** The work of sancti- 
fication, by which the soul is redeemed from 
sin, and reinstated in the divine image, is, in 
its commencement, its progress, and its glo- 
rious consummation, conducted by the power- 
ful agency of the Spirit of God. Not indepen- 
dently on human exertions^ but through their 
instrumentalityj does this blessed Spirit effect 
the renovation of the soul. Work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling for it is 
God ttho worketh in you both to xvill and to do. 
Inscrutable, but claiming our supreme adora- 
tion and gratitude, is, the wonderful method 
by which God accomplishes our redemption. 
THE SPIRIT OF THE MOST HIGH, des- 
cends, in all the glorious majesty and power 
of the God-head, and dwells in CORRUPT 
AND FALLEN MAN! Stupendousmystery ! 
O my soul, let the unsearchable and adorable 
wisdom of a Sovereign God, prostrate the 
impious doubts of thy. blind and erring reason. 
Let not that mysteridus and divine agency, 
by which thy redemption is effected, excite 
thy ungrateml slnd proud scorn. Justly due 
to God is the tribute of profound gratitude, 
that, by the mysterious but powerful communi- 
on of his Holy Spirit with thee, he pours light, 
strength, and glory on thy blind,^ weak and 
corrupt affections. Humbly and thankfully, 
embrace the proffered grace of God — fervently 
Rnd unceasingly, implore its Vv\n\^o\^<vw^^^3^- 
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sanctifying influences. Relying on its powers 
i'ul succours, resolutely aim at subduing every 
depraved passion ; resolutely vow eternal alle- 
gience and duty to the Lord thy God; reso- 
lutely engage in that new and celestial life of 
holiness to which thy Saviour's commands call 
thee. Behold I he leaves thee not weak and 
defenceless — he imposes not restrictions and 
duties, without conveying to thee his invigo- 
rating and consoling aids — he does not call 
thee to renounce the world, the flesh and the 
devil, the enemies of thy salvation, without 
providing celestial armour for the warfare, 
heavenly consolations and rewards to crown- 
thy victories. Behold! spread on the altar,, 
are, the hallowed symbols of thatdivinebody 
and blood which convey, immortal joys, in- 
vincible strength, to the souis'of his humble 
and penitent people. Go — my souJ^seal, over 
these precious symbols of his love, the vows of 
eternal enmity to thy sins, the implacable ene- 
Biics of his cross, the fat^-en^mics of thy peace;. 
Go — my soul— over these precious symbols of 
his love, vow,etemal fidelity to thy Lord — take 
up the cross and follow him, though", the path 
Jac, through tjie, gloomy' vale of sufFeriog and.. 
deith, 

THE PRAYER. 

O GOD of everlafting mercy and falvation! infinite 
Mil eternal fourcc of compailion and love ! Worthy 
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*4it thou to receive, bleffing and honor, and adoration, 
tind praife, ^om all in heaven, and all in earth. For 
thou haft made all things $ for thy good pleafure they 
are, and were created ^ and from thee, the everlafting^ 
fountain of p€ir£e£lion, flow, the glory and excellencef of 
all the works of thy hands. Worthy art thou, O God 
of eternal mercies, to receive the fupreme homage and 
fervice of the children of men. For, thou haft wafli- 
ed away their fins, in the blood of thy Son ; diou haft 
opened to them, through the merits of ia Redeemer, 
the glorious profpeA of inunortal bleflednefs and feli* 
city beyond the grave. Penetrated with a profound 
fenfe of thy majefty and glory, with a lively view of 
thine infinite compaffion and love, I acknowledge thy 
fupreme claims to my homage and' obedience. ---I ac- 
1^ tmowledge that all the powers of my foul, with ardent 
^ ztkGtion and gratitude, ihould evor have adored thy 
power, and celebrated thy praifc — I acknowledge that 
the fincere, vigorous, abd conftant fervice of my life 
fhould have proclaimed my fupreme devotion to thee, 
the profound and lively fenfe d obligation to thy boun- 
ty and love. * Author of my being! God of my falva- 
tion! I boW myfelf, in the duft before thee, under 
-the convidion of the prefumption and infenfibility, 
-w^ich have,. fo long, openly difclaimed thv authority, 
and ungratefully refifted the afie£king diiplays of thy 
. «iercy. Awakened to a lively fenfe of the ingratitude 
and bafenefs of my finful courfe, of the deplorable - 
folly and guilt of that career of tranfgreffion by which 
I have rebelled againft thee, I now defire to retura 
unto thee, O my God, to caft myfelf at the foot of 
'ttiy throne, imploring thy forgivnefs-»-I now defire to 
relimuufli thpfe corrupting and difappointed pleafures, 
for which, I Have contemned thy authority and laws, 
and forfdtfed the joys of. thy favour — I defire tOk \i(i 
reHtmaifrdtti Ae dominion o£ m^ (a&>3\ y»>^^tl%^\sn.^ 
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are offpiiGvc to ihee, moll holy God, and whofc Wtter 
fruit is Ihame, reinorfe, and mifery — fervently do I 
dt,'fire, to devote niyfelf to tliy fervice, to obtain the 
fatisfying joys of thy mercy and loving-kindnefs. 
mofl compaflionatc Father! hear, and accept, the 
humble, but fmccre vows of duty, which, thy difobe- 
dient, but penitent child offers, at thy throne. Thee, 
O God, I defire to chufe, aa my eternal and fatisfying 
refuge and portlon^to thy glory and praife, I defire 
to devote all the powers of my foul— for that divine 
and celellial purity which will conform me to thine 
image, -I ardently pant — rcfolutely, do I engage, to 
fulfil all thy commands — cheerfully, will I fullajn all 
the facrifices wiuch thy fervice may require me to 
make — vigoroufly, will I oppofe the alluring tempta- 
tions, and threatening diihculties, that would feduce or 
intimidate my allegiance to thee — to tfiy dilpofai, I rc- 
fign myfelf; patiently will I fubmit, to all the chaflen- 
ings of thy hand. Thou knoweft the humble fincerity 
of my heart — ihou knoweft, alfo, O God, its weal> 
iiefs and depravity. — O fave me from a prefumptuous 
dependence on my own ftrength. Teach me, ever- 
jnore to rely, on thy omnipotent arm — to implore fit- 
pernatural and ccteftial fuccours. Excite me, dili- 
gently to ufe all the means of divine illumination and 
grace. By the holy exercifes of meditation and 
prayer, may I feek to fortify myfelf, for the arduous 
and hazardous confli£t with fin and temptation. 
God! on thy Almighty grace, is my fole dependence 
— evermore refrcfli my foul, by its fuccours and confo- 
Jationa. O grant, that,by humble aud carnell: prayer and 
fupplicatioa, and by a dil^^nt attendance on the ordi' 
nances of thy cliurch, I may obtain the regenerating, 
f.milifying. ajid invigorating ptefence of thy Holy 
Spirit. By his Alraiglity energies, may my difordcred 
and corrupt naiiire be c^ulcli^utBd, icmaiated, ami re- 
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deemed. Encouraged by thy gracious invitations, and 
humbly relying on thy mercy, I go to the facred flip- 
per, where, thou hj£l provided, for thy people, heat 
veiily and immortal food. O, when, at his holy 
table, over the facred fymbols of hia body and blood, 
I celebrate the love of my Saviour, and renew the ar- 
dent TOWS of duty and obedience, — Spirit of God — 
impart to my foul thy holy untlioii — fhed ihy invigo- 
rating and confoling graces — feal rae to the day of re- 
demption — that, finally advanced, by thy power, to 
the courts of the ccleftial temple of the Living God, 'I 
may celebrate, the love of my Saviour, in unceafing 
and eternal drains — and join in the exulting jubilee of 
adoration and praife to God, the Father, the Son, and 
I Jiic Holy Ghoft, forever and ever. — AMEN. '' 

l^TAfn addyour usual Evtmirig Dcvotiom.'] 



Thursday Morning* 

MEDITATION. 

PAITH IN^ CHRIST. 

BOTH as a creature, and a sinner, rtiao is - 
entirely dependent on the will of his sovereigp ■ 
Makerand Judge. Whatever God prescribes 
or commands, tnat, iinmediatety,beco'TO.e:iS:c& 
^nty and happiness. God, in mfemVt Vv^Votn- . 
L 
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and goodness, has provided a plan of salvation 
for fallen man. By the inscrutable; determi- 
nation of the Almighty Father, the eternal 
Son, in the person of man, sustains the penal- 
ties of a violated law; and his obedience, suf- 
ferings, and death, are accepted, as an all- 
sufficient atonement to offended justice. All 
the blessings of salvation are conveyed to us, 
in virtue of the meritorious atonement of 
. Christj andyaifh in kirn is made the indispeii- 
sjble condition of our enjoying these blessings. 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved." 

Even then, \? /aith were not an exalted 
grace which involves the exercise of the no- 
blest powen of the understanding, and the i 
most amiable virtues of the heart; if it 
were not the powerful principle which puri- 
fies and renews the soul, and insj)ires every act 
of holy obedience — still, as the commamloi our 
Almighty Lawgiver and Judge, as the pre- 
sfr/icrfco7irfzV/«nof our salvation, it must appear 
a binding and necessary duty ; and it would . 
evidence the most criminal presumption, as 
well as the greatest folly, to contemn or dis- 
regard it. The holy sacrament of the supper 
presents the. Saviour, offered up an Almighty 
victim for sin. His sufferings and death an^ 
represented, as the meritorious cause of our re- 
demption. The only fountain of pardoning 
mercy and redeeming grace is opened, in his 
body and bJood. «\ii\e, &tteioxi, ^v£ vtc 
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ignorant of these truths, or insensible to them, 
we cannot be prepared for approaching that 
holy ordinance which derives, from them, all 
its efficacy and force. Until we cordially 
believe that the eternal Son of God, in our 
nature, shed his blood, to purchase our re- 
demption; until we believe, that, through 
his merits alone, we can have access unto the 
throne of our offended Judge, and that, by 
his grace, we must be sanctified and restored 
to the favor of God; the holy sacrament of 
his supper, where he is set forth as crucified 
for our redemption, will appear an unmean- 
ing and useless rite. Our participation of it 
would only be a wilful mockery of God and 
the Saviour, and tend to the condemnation of 
our souls. Pardon, salvation, and grace, the 
inestimable blessings of this sacred ordinance, 
are conveyed, only, to the true believer.-r- 
The penitent, who is awakened to a sense of 
his guilt and his subjection to sin, will never 
experience rest or peace, until his soul hear- 
tily embraces the exalted truths, that the 
blood of the Saviour is all-sufficient to cleanse 
from sin, and his grace all-powerful to redeem 
from its dominion. 

Let then thy most earnest solicitude, O my 
fjoul, be directed, to the examination, whe- 
ther thou dost possess, that lively faith in God's 
mercy through Christy which will convey to 
thee holiness and peace, and make thee, an 
accceptable guest, at the taV)\^ o^\^<i.\-^^^* 
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Rest tiat satisfied in a faith which embraces 
the gosptel,- merely, as a zveU-aiilhmlicaled 
record of facts, 'iliou mayest acknowledge 
the bifth, life, and miracles of the Saviour. 
Thou mayest cherish a high esteem and re- 
gard, for his character and instructions. But 
what will this faith avail thee, while thou 
dost refuse to receive the Saviour, as thy mer- 
ciful and Almighty Lord and Master, by 
-whose righteous laws thou art to be guided, 
by whose precious blood thou art to be re- 
deemed, by whose gracious Spirit thou art to 
be sanctified and governed? Was it not his 
'primary, his sole object, to effect the redemp- 
tion of fallen man from the guilt and dominion 
of sin? Are not his all-sufficient merits and 
grace presented to us, as the powerful and 
certain means of our redemption and salva- 
tion? A faith, which, passing over these in- 
finitely momentous objects of the Redeemer's 
mission, regards him, merely, as a distin- 
guished personage, and barely assents to the 
record of the ydLnous events of his life, offers 
the most presumptuous affront to the dignity 
and glory of the Saviour, and can lay no 
claim to the exalted blessings of his salvation. 

Equally futile and presumptuous is a faith, 
which embraces the gospel, only, as a system 
of speculative truth. The superficial faith, 
just mentioned, embraces the gospel as an 
authentic history of facts, while it is indiffe- 
rent to tha truths which it prQra.ul£ates and 
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the duties vrhich it enjoins. This speculative 
faith advances farther, and regarding Christ 
as the author of divine truths forms, from the 
gospjl, a system of doctrines which, it em- 
braces and enforces^ on the ground of di- 
vine authority. But this faith is fundamen- 
tally defective, in considering the doctrines 
of Christ, as designed merely to correct 
and regulate the opinions of men, and not 
principally to renew and puiify their hearts. 
It is wholly insensible to the important 
truth that the doctrines of the Saviour are" 
designed to redeem the soul from error and 
sin, and to establish, in the heart, all divine and 
holy graces. This speculative faith will never 
impress on the soul her subjection to sfn 
and misery/ her need of divine mercy and 
grace- — it will never awaken the exalted emo- 
tions of love and gratitude to God, for the gift 
of his Son to be the Redeemer of fallen man 
'—it will never excite that sacred peace, those 
holy transports of joy, which arise, from the 
experience of the mercy arid grace of the Re- 
deeriiei'/and which urge to generous and uni^ 
versal obedience to his cfommands. ' Unfruitful 
either of holiness or peace, it cannot be, a 
passport to the favdur of that God who requires 
the homage o( the hearty it cannot confer an 
interest in the merits of that glorious Saviour, 
who came to establish in the- soul, the king- 
d6tn of righteousness, peacdl Md joj/. 
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Biiware also of resting in an imperfect or - 
obscure faith, which does not thoroug'hlv corn- 
prehend the plan of salvation, and which is 
not deeply sensible of its vahie and efficacij. 

Dost thou entertaijn, O my soul, only im- 
perfect and superficial views of the evil and 
guilt of sin, <^ the necessity qf the laercy and 
grace of the Savjour, to redeem thee from its 
power ? Instead of regarding, with supreme 

. and habitual trust and hope, his piecious blood, 
as the only fountain of pardon and peace, and 

:his Almighty grace, ag the gnly source of holi- 
ness, of strengtb> and consolation,' dost thou 

•content thyself with an occasional, a ft'ague, a 
lukewarm confidense in his metits and power? 

■ i)ost thou rest thy hope? trf- salvation, ,-on the 
feeble and superficial ideas which thou 
dost entertain of Christ, as a benevolenl 
and glorious personage who is to pror- 
icure thy pardon with an offended God — r 
instead of cordially receiving him, in all his 
sacred and important offices, as the divine 
Prophet who is to enlighten and instruct thee 
in the will of God — as the, merciful High 
Priest, by whose atonement and intercession 

■ thou art to have access "unto the Father — ^as 
the glorious King, by whose holy laws, thou 
art to be governed, to whose righteous author 
rity thou art to be subject, by whose victorious 
grace thou artto be drfeiided, and finally exr 
■alted to everi5s):ivig glory? Ah my soul! this 
imperfect and obscure faith in the Saviour, on 
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which thou dost rest thy salvation^, will disap- 
point and condemn thee. Weak and irreso- 
hite it will not allay the f>oignant stings of 
guilt; it will not repel the enraged assaults of 
temptatioh; it will not subdue the inveterate 
powei^ of sinful passions; it will not inspire 
thee, with holy serenity "and hope, >at- thai 
dread tribunal, where, a supreme and /i w^ 
affiance ' on thy Saviour^s merits will b^ diy 
only refiigev from the penetrating and con- 
demning scrutiny of thy Almighty Judge. 

The teith, then, which is^^effectoal to salva^ 
tion, and which, in tiae participation of the 
holy supper, will vitally unite the devout com-- 
munic^nt to his Lord and Saviour,, does not 
Gonsisty 'in 4 baire ackiiowledgement of the 
tmth of i\iQ f^ets: rec.drded coijceniing the cha- 
racter a®d life of Christ; in 1 speculative be? 
lief irt hi& gospel as an excellent and admira- 
\i\^ theary of religious aijid moral truth ; or m 
a loose dLVidi general' tx^^t in the Sa^riour, with- 
cmt^a oka^, lively and ju^t apprehension of his 
fcfcit-acter and offices* Toiapptoach the attar 
with dieserimpei&ct, specuktive, and feeble 
i&iefWftqf jAiei%viour, i^ould be casing disho- 
nB*ir on Jthe ppecious^ efficjicy of his blood,-*- 
ifiisiult ^4 mockery on his^ divfoie dignity and^ 
power. ' • " ; 

-. '^'aJ^ gentling fdUhiVf}iS^ vdHfead tha^l 
tuiChristi ai her: dnlplktst and telug^V tiiust be 
feqanicled^ on :a ii'&dyconvictum if aur guiUani 
misery;. On< t^^e degwieracy %iid?^gMlt <il kub^ 
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man nature, is the glorious superstructure of 
redemption i"aised. Merely to instinct man- 
kind; merely to improve and enlarge the code 
of moral duties ^ merely to display a resplen- 
dent example of moral virtue, it surely was not 
necessary, that the eternal Son of the Highest 
should divest himself of the unutterable ma- 
jesty and bliss of the Godhead, should descend 
into this vale of sin and misety, should shroud 
his eternal glories in the awful gloom, in the 
tremendous horrors of the cross. Man is a 
fallen and guilty creature — ^A divine personage 
only, can vindicate the insulted majesty of 
heaven, and by his sufferings and death, ap- 
pease th^nexorable claims of divine justice. 
JBehQld,*?here, the truths which develope the 
impenetrable mystery of redemption; which 
present an object worthy the infinite stoops of 
the Son of God | which shed resplendent light 
and glory on the profound and dismaying 
gloom that envelopes the cross. " The 
word was made flesh," " the Son of God hum- 
bled himself to the death of the crossy'^ that 
man ^^ dead in trespasses and sins," might be 
^^ quickened" to the glorious privileges and 
hopes of pardon, holiness, peace and immor- 
tality. From a lively conviction, then, of thy 
guilt and misery, O my soul, must arise the 
exalted virtue or evangelical faith. This con- 
viction alone, will awaken a sense of thy ur4 
gent need of a Saviour, and excite thy earnest 
desires for his pardoning mercy, and renova- 
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ting grace. " Christ came to seek and to save 
that which was lost."^ ^* The whole need not 
a physician, but they that are «ck.'' Lost to 
the tavoiw of God, and to every claim to his 
mercy, thoii must acknowledge thyself to ber, 
before thou canst repose, witb supreme af- 
fiancCj^ on the merits and power of him who is 
mighty to save. The taint of siti, which in- 
fects and corrupts thee, thou must deeply fed 
and deplore, before thou wilt have recourse td 
the purifying fountain, opened in the Re-^ 
deemer's blood. Earnestly desirous, to be r^-^ 
scued from the galling and condemning bon* 
dage of sin, thou must be, before thou wilt em- 
brace with grateful and supreme faith^ the 
glorious Saviour offered to thee, under the pre- 
vious symbols of the altar, in the inspiring and 
satisfying fulness of his mercy and grace. 

The faith, which will vitally unite thee to 
thy Redeemer, and prove effectual to thy sal- 
vation, fojunded on a deep sense of thy guilt 
and . misery, must lead thee cordially ^ su-^ 
premely and joyfully to rehjy on the all-siifficient 
vierits qf Christy for pardon; and on his all- 
poiverful grace, for complete redemption.-^ 
God hath " set forth his Sen to be a propitia- 
tion for the sins of the world ;" and it is his 
merciful decl?iration, that, "whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish but should 
have everlasting Jife." When, by the pene- 
trating conviction, which, the Spirit of God 
has excited, in the soul oi iVv^ ^vsxwe:^^ ^Wi.^ 
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CtiHt, condemnation, and misery, " every 
nigh and lotty imagination is brought down," 
he will be disposed humbly to submit to the 
plan, which, the infinite and sovfreigii wisdom 
and goodness of God have provided, for his re- 
demption. When his understanding is " en- 
lightened to discern" the excellence and glory 
of the Saviour, and the resplendent mercy and 
grace which are slied around the eternal Son of 
tiie Father; when he views the fulness of par- 
don, peace, and salvation-treasured up in that 
divine Redeemer who, in the persuasive ac- 
cents of compassion and tenderness, invites 
." the weary and heavy laden to come unto 
hini and receive rest"'^— the humble and con- 
trite sinner, will repose with cordial, supreme 
bnd JoTj/ul fiffiance on him whom " God hath 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour," todis- 
penee, from the eternal throne of mercy and 
power, pardon, grace, and- everlasting re- 
demption. Disclaiming every presumptuous 
and vain dependence on his own righteousness 
and strength, the reliance of the true believer, 
on his Saviour, is entire and supreme. In the 
merits, the mercy, and power of Jesus Christ, 
he discerns his only refuge from the terrors of 
a violated law, the only means of his redemp- 
tion from the dominion of sin, the only armour 
with which he carf* repel the vengeful assaults 
of his spiritual enemies, his only pledge of 
final exaltation to the transcendent felicities 
smd ghries of heaven. E.vcTm.Qxe " looking 
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unto Jesus" for every spiritual blessing, with 
the supreme and glowing ardour of grateful 
affection sand love, he will constantlf adore 
and bless his Saviour, as " the author and 
finisher of his salvation.*' To his Redeemer, 
rich in grace, compassion and mercy, he clings 
with faith lively and vigorous-*— z faith, which 
realizing strongly the all-sufBciency of the 
atonement of Christ, the almighty power of 
his grace, and his infinite willingness to save, 
allays every doubt and^every apprehension, 
and inspires holy hope,— fervent and unceas- 
ing triumph. The reliance of the true believer, 
m his Saviour, is also uniform and stedfast. 
Emphatically it may be said of him, that he 
1* lives by faiths? Faith, is, the animating 
principle, which inroires, cherishes, and pre- 
serves his spiritual liie— the invigorating foun- 
tain, whence flow all his virtues and all his 
€onsolatio(ns. 

But it is the consummation oi the exalted 
excellence of genuine faith,and it is its insepa- 
rable characteristic, that it " zoorks by lave,** 
that ^^ it purifies the hearty* that it" overcomes 
the world" Faithi is, in the true believer, an 
active and animated principle, which is evet 
inspiring him,with the most ardent lpve,to that 
Gnod who. has mercifully provided for him the 
means of Tedcmifxlion, and to th&t Saviour, 
- through whom alone be is redeemed from sin, 
assd misery, and death. Faith is an uvvl^pc:^- 
^g principle, which \% evenc ^t^vci^ ^Swa ^x»fc 



120 THURSDAY MOIINING. 

believer, to testify, by the most exalted acts 
of obedience, the divine love' which warms 
his heart, and to endeavour td advance, by 
the uniform and sacred service of his life, the 
honor and glory of his God and Saviour. It 
is a purifying principle, which, by subduing 
the dominion of sin in the heart, removes the 
sense of guilt from ►> the conscience; which,- 
by impressing upon the soul the holy image 
of God, restores her to the enlivening joys of 
his favour ^ which, prepares the soul for the 
felicity of heaven, by forming in her those 
holy graces, that yield, on earth, a foretaste 
of celestial joys. The true believer acknow- 
ledges the Saviour, not only as the gracious 
High Priest:, by whose atonement and inter- 
cession he^is rescued from guilt and condem- 
nation; but as the divine Prophet who illu- 
mines the soul with celestial and renovating 
truth; as the Almighty Kingy wdio establishes 
in the heart, the dominion of righteousness, 
and who inflexibly claims the submissive ho- 
mage and obedience of his people. 

Behold, now, my soul! the exalted charac- 
teristics of that faith, which, alone, is effectual 
to salvation. Founded on a lively sense of the 
guilt and condemnation, in . which, through 
sin, he is involved, it opens, to the true peni- 
tent: the full and resplendent mercy and grace 
of the Saviour, and excites him, disclaiming 
every other dependence, to rely, with supreme, 
lively, and uniform conftdeivce, oxv \Xn& wv^^tits 
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and pawer of Christ, for pardoti and salvation. 
An actavfe and vigorous, principle, it renews: 
and purifies the heart, and excites the belie,ven 
to aim at that univ.^rsal obedience by which, 
alone, he can glorify his Saviour, and prepare 
his soul for the fruilion of the pure and hol/i 
preseuce of his God. 

This supreme, lively, and obedient faith la 
Christ, O lay soul, is made, by the decree ot 
God, thy Almighty Lawgiver and Judge, the 
indispensible condition of thy salvation, BV 
this enalted principle alone* canst thou testify 

■ thy generous sensibility to the infinite glory 
and love of thy Redeemer, or obtain the ines- 
timable blessings of pardon, peace, and ever- 
lasting glory. It is this divine faitb which, 
applying to the soul the Saviour's merits and 
grace, plucks from her the envenomed.. stiug 

■ of guilt: bursts, with resistless power, the en- 
thralling chains of sin; and 6naUy, bears. the 
soul, trmmphant over death, in the robes oJ 
celestial righteousness,^ to the throne of hcii 
Redeemer and God. 

Blest is thy state, O my soul, glorious thy 
destiny, if thou art animated by this exalted 
laith in the Son of God. To the irritating 
pangs of conscience, thou canst apply the* 
pacifying merits of the Saviour's blood^— To 
the turbulent throws of guilty passion^ thou 
canst oppose the conquering energies of hit 
pace-— Clad in a. sacred pano^V^ ol \xwm'i5stiss 
' M, 
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energy and virtue, thou shalt sustain, unhurt 
and fearless, the eurared assaults of thy spiri- 
tual enemies — Death himself shall see his en- 
venomed shafts fall,, harmless, at thy feiet, 
and behold thee, contemning his enraged 
efforts, etiter on the felicities of an immortal 
kingdom. Glorious triumphs of Christian 
faith! O nvysoul! aim at obtaining the highest 
energies of^ this divine and exalted virtue. — 
Cultivate a lively sense of thy degeneracy and 
guilt— Cherish glowing and sublime views of 
the mercy and power of Christ. Implore the 
quickening Spirit of grace to unite thee, to 
thy Saviour, by a consoling, holy and trium* 
phant faith. Behold ! seated on the throne of 
mercy ere<:ted on the altar, he now waits 
to bless thee with his love. Opening, to 
the guilty sons of men, the living fountain of 
salvation, he invites them to " come and drink 
of the waters of life freely." ^^ Without mo-, 
ney and without price," he dispenses the rich 
blessings of his grace. Urgently needing his 
mercy, O ray soul, refuse not the pressing so- 
licitations of his love. Weak and humble as 
thy faith may be, if it has only awakened a 
conviction of thy need of a Saviour, and a de- 
sire to partake of the blessings of his salvation- 
go— and he, who* came not '^ to break the 
bruised reed," or to reject the desire of the 
humblest of his children, will encircle thee 
with the arms of his mercy — will cherish, by 
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his grace, thy feeble and expiring faith, until, 
vigorous and triumphant, it reposes on him, ia 
the^fdlness of peace, hope, and salvation. 






the;«*rayer. 

O MOST BleflBiS a«d Glorious Lord God f whq^ 
in infinite compaffion and niercy, haft given thine only 
Son to be the Saviour of mankind, and art in him rer 
conciling the world unto thyfelf, not imputing unto 
us our trefpafles and fins^ teach me, with deep hu- 
mility and lively gratitude, tp ^dore and blefs thee 
£oi: the tranfcendent difplay of grace and mercy in the 
plan of falvation through Jefus Chrift. May this ado- 
rable myftery of love engage my profound contempla- 
tions, and my lively and exalted afiedions. May my 
moft fervent defires ' be excited, my moft eameft ex- 
ertions roufed, to obtain the ineftimable bleflings of 
this great falvation. Infpire me, O God, with that 
lively faith, which will unite me to the Redeemer, and 
l>e the [Hedge of my forgivenefs and everlafting re- 
demption. Teaeh me humbly to -adore thy fovereign 
will, in requiring /ai/£ i4 thy &», as the indifpenfable 
condition of thy mercy. Enable me to form profound, 
juft, and lively views ^f this exalted virtue. May f 
not reft contented in a nominal acknowledgement of 
the Saviour, in a fpeculative and unfruitful belief in 
his do^rines, or in an indiftind and general view of 
his chara Aer and ofEces. O teach me, that thefe ex- 
ternal, fuperficial and imperfeA views of Chrift, thy 
blefTed Son, while they prefumptuoufly dilhonour his 
dignity and glory, will not ftand the awful fcrutiny of 
thyjuftice; will not convey peace and confolation to 
«ny fouU or entitle me to the exilt'td ys^^ oi ^^^-j*- 
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vour. Teach me to lay the foundaticm of my faiA, 
in a deep and humbling conviction of my imworthinefc 

and guilt. And when thus awakened^nd alarmed, 
O do thou enlighten me to difcern the excellence and 
glory of Chrill Jefus, and to apply his precious bloody 
to the confolation and peace of my foul. May I difcern 
the ail-fufficiency of his merits, the perfection of his 
righteoufnefs, the fulnefs of his grace, his ability and 
WiJlingnefs to lave. May I coilKaHy^ j5yfally, and 
ftedfailly rcpofe on him as the Almighty Mediator, by 
whofe righteoufnefs alone J can be juftified, by vrhofe 
Spirit alone, fandiified and faved. May my faith) by 
the fweet but powerful conflraints of love and dutyi 
purify my heart, raife me above the jUnhallOwed gifa- 
tificatioHS of the ^world» .and form in fii|y<.f<p!&t» the 
holy graces and virtues which will prepate. ftie for the 
evalted fruition of thy prefencc. Thy ^ce^ alone^ 
Almighty God, can infpire and perfeft' my f iiitli— «tty 
neftly I iitiplore thy quickening and fandifying strength. 
Lead me humbly and thankfully to that fpiritual ban- 
quet where, evtrj' holy grace of the foul is tiouriihfed 
and (trengthened, by the body and blood of thy Son. 
There, O God, may I feal, through faith, my title 
to thy flavour; there, 'may the fmiles of thy reconciled 
countenance be fhed upon me 5 and thfere, may my 
weak aiKi humble faitii be quickened to the holy tri- 
umphs of joyful afl'urance and hope, through the mighty 
power of that Redeemer, who, as the ctertial Son of 
thy love, liveth and reigneth, with thee and tlie Holy 
Ghoft, ever, one God, world without end. — AMEN. 

[ Then add your usual Morrdn^^ Dtvotiona^ 
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- 'fffOU '<foft ptttehe^'O iny sc^M that,- 
hip itt'Ohridt Consists in- sacH a Hvelyi- sii^ 
^iiife> aud ^tedlkst reliant^ cm ihiff merits atid 
r^ijeras pts^dubes peaifce of cons© fence, joy in* 
t faVour df Godv redemptiort fronr the do^ 
Brnihi6n of sin, sincere d^votbn to the Saviour,, 
i£AiVeEssil obediente to his eommands. This. 
fkikhy necessarily, iriipli^s a jiist >ahd lively 
yid^ of his glorious character and offices. 
I^nlil the glcffies of Christy attd hkexalted and 
ihipdrtaM offices are folly displayed to our 
mindsy we shall na£ discern the all-sufficiency 
of his tfterits, his. almighty power to save us,. 
hh silpt?eme clain^ to bur homage and obe^ 
diertce;\ FaiAi when^ iexercised Upon' the Sa*^ 
viour ill tiie various dffices whidh he sustains. 
I^t^rds u^, is a most'sa&lirne^ ennobling, and 
4lott^olih^principte. It opens, to our astohishedi 
4diltempIatiorfs, those eternai glories of the: 
@l«iheadi which concentet^d \Jftfc\x xsic^^s^?- 
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splendent beams, in the person of Jesus Christ. 
It exhibits this glorious Saviour, dispensing 
the luminous revelation, of the attributes and 
will of JfiHOVAH, of the duties, hopes and final 
destiny of man. It displays hiip, clothed in 
.the illustrious garments of righteousness and 
mercy, standing before the^ flaming altar of 
divine justice, and sending up that costly in- 
cense of his blood, which propitiates the holy 
wrath of an offended God, and invokes, for 
man, the immortal blessings of peace and sal- 
vation. It displays him, *^ clad with the gar- 
merits of vengeance, — " with zeal as with a 
cloak/' marching, triumphant, over his sub- 
dued adversaries, " treading them down in his 
anger, and trampling them in hi^ fury," — ^and, 
finally ascending, in resistless majesty and 
power, to the eternal throne of universal do- 
minion, where, he rules, the almighty con- 
queror of death and hell,— dispensing to his 
people the invigortiting and invincible suc- 
cours of his grace, and receiving their ardent 
homage and obedience, as the glorious King 
and Captain of their salvation. When the 
believer sincerely and fully embraces his Sa- 
viour in all these glorious ojffices, as the eternal 
Son of the Father, as the illustrious Prophet 
of the Highest, as the atouing Priest and /«- 
icrcessor of his people, as the resistless King 
and Captain of their salvation— ?i^ot^i\on^ 
gratitude, love and joy unutterable will sweB 
his trsimportt^ soul— Every though^ everj 
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power, every affection, in fervent land raptu* 
rous harmony, will celebrate, j the Saviour's 
glory .-*-Uniforn\, sincere, z^dous obedience, 
^ill attest fhe sincerity of the ardent devotion 
of the believer to his Almighty^ Lord and^ 
King. 

From a lively belief in the divine character 
^nd gloriQUS office^ of the Saviour^ thou must;, 
derive, O my soul, the streams of peace, holi-^ 
ness and consolation. And the most cle^r and 
lively fervors of this sacred faith should be. ex-^ 
cited, when, thou art to partake of thathaK 
lowed ordinance, the exalted efficacy of whichj 
will depend on thy lively apprehension of that 
Saviour, whom, it sets forth,, as thy everlasting;, 
strength and re&ge^ 

Contemplate, then, the Saviour, with lively* 
faith, as the eternal Son Qf the. Father^ Ther 
acclaiming voice of the PvophetSy his fore-^ 
runners ; the declarations of his inspire;d Apos^ 
ties attesting his i^rc;;^ pr-et^lisibns;. the iM^alted 
ojlces which he came to^iCxecute ; the- glorious, 
trkmphi of? his cross; iS^ eternal throne^ otk 
which, he governs, and will, finally, judge the 
world; air,'«t— proclaim his divine dignity and 
glory i -and li^ge thee, with supreme faith, to 
adore him; ^s thy Lord and tl^ God. Hear 
the glorious namfes aiid titles ot divinity cph^ 
fJ^rred by the pro/>Adt<^ ©nVth€}iJ^fcssiah th^^ 
wa§ to come-r-*f; Emaniuel,! Gqd ^ith u$-^The 
J^ighty Godr—THe Lord our righteousness—.- 
The Lofd whtoi shall suddenly Ci^t^fc V>\iiv 
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tempk-^Th* Gdrf whose throne is fof ever and' 
evet/' H&Ai the lifiited testimony ^f the toofy* 
apd^tle^, whtH ^ detferfng that Christ wias 
" God nidnifesf in the fleishj'* and that in him 
".diveltaH fiife ftilness of the Godhead/* only 
confirm the divine pretensions of /<^^i^/ him^ 
self, " I arid th(g Father am aAir^I am Al- 
^a aifKi Onlegai the bfe^inning aUd the ehdy 
the fir^t and the Mfit, i^hieh ikra^, Sfffd^hi^h i^ 
and ^hieh is tb come, tht 'AlMgkt;gy TTie 
exalted offices Which he came to execute— td 
nrtford the eternal couhsels of the Father; t<y 
^StahHsh the everfasting rtiles of thittt and! 
duty; t6' satifefy the ihexblfable ' dnd infinite 
Claiftlfe 6f di'^ine holiness and justice ; to denib^ 
lish the dominion which sin and death had 
established over niantindf to open the gates, 
of everlasting blisis \^hich divine wrath had 
closed against a guilty Wotld — these are ofiice^. 
\^hich a creatUrei staWped with native Weak- 
ness and imperfectidny cc>uld never* eixecute — ^ 
they require the oftinipotent strength of the 
Creator of the urii vcrse-^hey claiin for Jesui 
who triumphantly executes tnem, divine and 
eternal powers. The ttiumphs of his ctossy 
Which bore dxy^vi the opposing prejudicesi 
leariiing, and power of the world, and still re* 
duces titoderit^ sway the stubborn and tower* 
illg iftiagihatibris ' of the heart j proclaim thd 
diJvinit^^ of thkt Jesu^^ who, flibugh he suffered 
as a iMlefactbi*, eofifers upon the cross, which 
Wk^Qtt JWttrfc' bf igfiottlifey, tl^e 'diviiic ^^iid 
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Splendid powers. View fitially, the gloripuS 
tkvone on which he governs, a(id wilt at lastj 
judge the World. What divine splendor and 
" majesty suitound it'— HoW extensive and re* 
SistleSs its dominion-'-How potent and irre* 
[ fiistible its decrees-^What appalling and over^ 
" whelming thunders burst from its on the impe- 
flitent a(t^e!Psf!riesof God- — W>>at celestialand 
imffiortBi feUctti<*s are dispensed from it, on 
\n% obedient subjects — "Wliat divine and imi- 
nwrtal hQndrs are paid to the glorjoUs pet- 
sonage who is seated on ft, holding " riie keys 
! of hell and deathj' — *^ iSoiteEOid thousand* 
I «tand before him, ten thousafid times ten thou- 
( tanditiinister unlo him" — The host of hea- 
ven present their eternal adoration "to hirtij 
who is infinitclv exalted above the DHWt -pifr* 
f feet of their celestial orders, " the King of 
; Kings and Lord of Lords." Ah! my soul! 
ITiese are illustrious and resistless proofs thfet 
he, with whom thou art to confide thy ever- 
fasting salvation, is, indeed, thy Z^rdand thy 
GqU, claiming thy most profound homage, thy 
Unbounded confidence, thy universaland un- 
reserved submission. In every view, which 
faith opens to thee, of the Saviour, fix thy 
most ardent and vigorous contemplatiotis, on 
the glory of his divine -nature^ When thou 
dost repose on the omnipotent arm of a divine 
Saviour, the sacred glows of love ^all be 
tttalted; the ardoursof hope stretiethened? the 
Mvmphs of thy faitiv^hall rise qa)<in% i&.'^Nb 
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malignant enemies of thy salvation. What 
sublime and profound awe is shed over the 
symbols of the altar^ when faith discloses to 
thee the glories of the incarnate Gody whom 
they set forth. Oh I what reverential, yet 
what delightful emotions swell the bOsom of 
the believing communicant, when, in the re- 
ception of the saxtred elements, he enjoys the 
exalted assurance, that he is united to a divine 
Redeemer — that he is admitted into the, most 
close, the most endearing, the most affec- 
tionate communion with the San of God — that 
in the person of that blessed Redeemer, to 
whom he has cohimitted the salvation of his 
soul, dwell all those divine attributes which 
are calculated to excite and invigorate his 
love, his gratitude, his joy, his holy triumphs* 
The lively exercises of faith should be di- 
rected to the Saviour as the divine and illus- 
trious Prophet J by whom we are instructed 
in the holy laws and counsels of God. — 
ITirough him were the beams of celestial truth 
to be shed on a world enveloped with the 
deepest shades of error — through him was the 
benighted and blinded mind to be enlightened 
in that spiritual knowledge which its most ex- 
alted researches could never attain. Behold, 
O my soul, what infinite claims, as thy di- 
vine instructor and guide, the Saviour pos- 
sesses, to thy reverence, attention and obe- 
dience. He whom thou art to receive as thy 
Prqphet> is himself the eternal tvord — ^he was 
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from all eternity in the bosom of the Fa- . 
ther — in him dwelt the Holy Spirit with- 
out measure. Perfectly acquainted^ there- 
fore, must he have been with the will of 
his Almighty Father. To the prophetic of- 
fice he was illustriously inaugurated, by the 
overskadozttng of the Highest, by the descent 
of the Holy Ghost — ^by the solemn declaration 
of the Father, this is my beloved Sorij hear ye 
him. Gloriously and fully does this divine 
prophet execute his office. A* luminous, and 
perspicuous revelation of divine truth, deve- 
loping the glorious attributes of the Godhead, 
the means of access to the throne of offended 
justice, the exalted and universal circle of reli- 
gious, moral and social duties, the resplendent 
and eternal mansions beyond the grave — did 
this celestial prophet promulgate. By stupen- 
dous miracles, which-proved that his power 
was from High, did he enforce his doctrine*— 
by his own illustrious and splendid example, 
did he elucidate, impress, and urge his holy 
precepts — by the shedding of his precious 
blood, did he put the sacred and affecting seal 
to the divinity of his mission. Evangelists and 
Apostles he inspired, to proclaim his Gospel 
to the world — in the hallowed oracles of the 
law and the testimony, we still behold the di- 
vine truths of salvation — through the minis- 
trations and ordinances of the sanctuary, Christ 
Out Almighty prophet, stiil sheds oxv \5cvfc'^«siS. 
that enlightening radiance w\iv^:3a. o^wv% \si\ksa 
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the excellence, the glory, and con3olati6n$ of 
divine truth. Oh my soul ! when the blindness, 
the weakness, the depravity of huq^au reason^ 
forced Aipon the^ by thy own lament^le 
experience, and by the view of the world 
sunk in ignorance and -error, awakens tbe^ 
anxious and impatient desire to find a re- 
fuge, from thy dark an4 perplexing doubts, 
in, the bosom of an inCallible guide a^nd 
instructor — embrace by fa^tK th^t holy JesOa 
who was " anointed^ with the Hobf Ghost 
aind with power/' "to preach good tidings 
unto the meel^" *^ to put his laws into t&i 
hearts,'' and, " to wrij:e theni upon the 
minds" of the children of men. Bring all thy 
errors, thy doubts and prejudices at his feet 
— humbly and fervently implore that en- 
lightening guidance which will translate thee 
from the darkness of natural reason, into the 
glorious light of celestial truth. Let every ap- 
proach to the holy supper, be seized with ardor, 
as affording thee an opportunity of renewing 
the exercises of faith in Christ, as thy divine 
prophet ; and of contemplating with renewed 
admiration and gratitude, the excellencies of 
that celestial instructor, on whose head is shed 
the refulgent radiance of the Godhead, from 
whose lips flow the insinuating a^id persuasive 
accents, of truth a^nd love. At the altar, where 
t;hou -dost commemori^te the infinite conde- 
scension of this divine gjiide, seal thy sacred 
vows o/ bringing every ti\ou^t.\tvX.o c9^ie|^\^ 
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to his obeidifence,^ of Embracing — as the en- 
deared subjects of thy daily and reverential 
i]Kditati0nfib las th& holy standards by which 
thy opinions are to be lormed, ^nd thy prac- 
tioe regulated^ as the in&llible guides by 
: 5vbich thoii mt to be conducted through the 
pei^exing mazes of error and sin to the ^le- 
fiious futee^ ,of eternal truth — the inestinaable 

• ; jrev^^ations aqdiaws of that blessed Redeemer, 

1 Av:ho>only b ^e wAy* the truth, and the .life. 

'jj ■ Bihpldwhatf exalted ^im$ the Saviour pos- 
«6sses-to thy lively faith as a gracious Pr/tf^^ and 

i Jntercemor. For inan,sunkunder the condemn- 
ing sentence of a violated law, and obnoxious 

- . rto^diviae wirath, he *Vgave himself an offerir^g, 
iand sacrifice unto Cod." " Holy, harmless, 
inndefiied^^'dsteddi^ over the atonement which 
lie offered the glories of his divinity, he made 
1* a full, Aee, aM siiiKcient.sajcrifice, oblation. 

' «iidsatisfaetion forthe sins of the whole world." 
jAiSGending' up on high, into the holy of holies, 
iDot : made with hands, be presents, before the 
xfeming altar of divine jujstice the allrsufficient 
incense cff his crucified body jii^d blood, and 
averts fironi all penitent . befievers ^e consu- 

i ma3% w*ratii pf an tndigramt J-udjge. Seated pn 
ithe rig^ht -hand x)f God ^Vhe ev^x Uveth to 
make intercession for us* '-—he inaplpres from^ 
iis! Almighty Eafher the ble^^fitgs of pairdoi^, 

-peace, grace, holiness, anwi gteiy^^ wht^ 
!throughbim djeseend in ncK^TA^t??&i^^^ 
streams on tire fouls of hU ipetftXi^v:^ 'gej^JS^^^f— 

N 
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Infinitely glorious and^wferfol^ O my soul, 
is the graciows'^Migh''Pri^st thniugh \v 
merits and interccssabn' th<^ art t^w restored 
to the recortcitedcoumendnceoflhy^biFended 
<j!od. Vested with Almighty iKi^'i^rer to saVe 
those who wete the purdraie of Ilis i)16o<iy in 
sublime and awftil,y6t ertlivenmg Jamgiiage, he 
declares the riches 6f his Pdddfn'^iodiyta^d in- 
vites the ^humble ^nd peiii tent itdcblne^. and 
receive the satisfy rtig futaess^ of hb 'fo^^c '':^^ 
have been crushed Sn^ the; win)g-pre^i4>y the 
avenging arm of divine justice, I have drunk 
the dregs of that cup of trembling into 
which the Almighty Father, incfensed-atyour 
presumptuous rebellion; emptied the: tremen- 
dous vials of his unsparing wrath. Ah! in 
one direful moment, I was^ consumed by all 
those vengeftil fires which, through. all eternity, 
would have racked with despaira guilty world. 
But I was wounded for yourtransgreteions; I 
was bruised f6r your iniquities; the chastise- 
ment of your peace, was upoti me ;^and by my 
stripes ye are healed. Yiesl the sentence of 
condemnation gone forth against you, I have 
nailed to my cross — my blood has flowed an 
all-sufiicient ransom for theguilty^-r-spriakled 
on the mercy-seat, it ascends as acceptable 
incense to the Father^ and propitiates his in- 
censed justice. By tlie blood of my cross, 
have 1 made peace. Crowned for. the .suflfer- 
ing of death with glory and honour,/ at the 
r/o-ht hand of the Father, 1 tim ^>v^\v^^> ^^ 



/ 
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preVaHing. Intercessor for the" guilty sons of 
mea, dj^pensing, to the humWeand penitent, 
pardon, ^ace, and salvation. . Come then Tin- 
to' mCi sli ye 'who labour and are heavy laden - 
and I will give you rest. Be not.dismayed by 
• the number, or enormity of your sins which 
caU for venge^nee. Alt powerful is the effi- 
c«ey(rf myjbiood. Though your sins beas scar- . 
let, they shaU be white as snow, though they 
he, red Jik.e Crimson, they shall be as wool." 
O my soul, Jet the affectionate and persua- 
sive 'iuvitation of thy compassionate High 
l^riest, excite thee to place rtiy supreme con- . 
fideiicein his all-sufficient m^its, and pre- 
^Uing intercession. . Wl^^o, discerning the 
infippMble-claitlis of God's justice, and the un- 
fitted rigor of diviQe holiness, thou dost 
trenlble under the sentence of condemnation 
■which thy sins have merited, look, with lively - 
and joyful afliance, to that compassionate Sa- 
viour who has expiated thy guilt by the me- 
rits of his blood. The divine fountain, whence 
flow the exhilerating streams of pardon and- 
comfort, is still opened, in that holy ordinance 
which the redeemer instituted as the lively 
memorial of his sufferings, and the precious. 
pledge of thy salvation. There, thy compas- 
sionate High Priest is waiting, to sprlgkle 
■ thee with that precious blood which will be 
the pledge of thy deliverance from the exter--' 
minating stroke of divine justice. Behold! 
infinite mercy and infinite yiowet ^\\tA., ■iis.'s^ssA 
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the Saviour^ their glorious eiffu)gefiGe, aiid In* 
vite the most lively fervors of c^fffidmce, the 
most sacred triumphs of holy hope. Wrejcbeii 
and guilty, flee to this frieiid of the wi^tcrhcd^ 
this Almighty Saviour of sinners, devoting 
thyself to his service, rendering him thy pro- 
found homage and trust. Sheltered In his 
compassionate bosom, and covered with the 
protecting robes of his ri^bteousriess, thou 
shalt vievsr, undismayed and fearless, the de- 
solating storms of wrath that overwhelm the 
ungodly. By the merits and power of this 
«€at HigTl Priest of thy salvation, thou shalt 
Se conducted to the resplendent light <rf the 
reconciled con^itenance of thy Heavenfy l?ir 
ther. The bkxid of ttie afl-suffic?ent \^fetim, 
which still, under a lively symbol, flows -on 
the altar, received by steadfast faith, will al- 
lay, by its penetrating and powerful efficacy, 
every doubt and pang which thy guilty fears 
awakened, and pour upon thee the unfailing 
and plenteous stream of divine consolations. 
O thou gracious Saviour? the merciful High 
Priest, through whom we have accesS unto the 
Father \ impotent are the highest efforts of the 
soul, to conceive the illustrious glories of thy 
righteousness, the transcendent merit of thy 
intercession — ^^Impotent are our nao^t exalted 
feelings, to render thee the just tribute of gra- 
titude for that sacred and ineffable peace, 
which, the healing balm of thy mercy 
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awakens in the bosom that ever reposes su- 
premely upon thee. 

Behold, O my soul, the exalted claims of 
Jesus to thy homage, thy submission and obe- 
dience, as thy A Imig/itif King. He is the eter- 
nal " King whom God hath set upon the holy 
hilt of Zion — of the increase or whose go- 
vernment there shall be no end. He isthe head 
of all principality and power — At his divine 
name every knee shall bow of things in heaven 
and things in earth, andthingsunder the earth." 
By the sovereign power ofGod was Jesus exalt- 
ed, in his human nature, to the throne of domi- 
nion. "God raised him from the dead, and set 
him at his own right hand, far above all princi- 
pality, and power, and might, and dominion." 
"Prince of the kings of the earth" and head of all 
the armies of heaven, he hath " on his vesture 
and on his thigh a name written, King ofKings 
and Lord or Lords." O ray soul ! with the 
profound homage of lively faith/shouldest thou 
submit to that glorious King by whose grace 
alone thou.ca'nst be redeemed from the bond- 
age of wfi, by whose Almighty power alone 
thou canst be rescued from the dominion of 
(/eath and the grave. Ah ! in vain wilt thou 
attempt to burst the enthralling chains of s/'/i, 
unless thy Almighty King exerts the sceptre of 
his grace. Errors and prejudices cloud thy 
understanding— sensual appetites and passions 
control-and debase thy noble powers and affec- 
tions — temptation either im'^eic.t^i^'O^jVi >i.-ii^ 
N2 , 
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thrals thee by seductive allurements, or pours 
*ipon thy frail resolutions a sudden and over- 
whelming shock. Sinking in despair, a victim 
lo thy relentless foes, raise the ardors of holy 
faith to the glorious King, who, in the accents 
of sublime and animating triumph, invites thee 
to repose on hisAlmigbty^arm. "I am he who 
givetn you the victory — -The spirit of the Loid 
18 upon me, for he hath anointed me to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives and the open- 
ing of the prison io them that are bound- 
Strengthen the weak hands and conBrm the 
feeble knees — My grace shall be sufficient for 
you, my strength shall be made perfect in your 
weakness — Fear not then, for I am with you — 
Be not dismayed for I am yoiir iGod — I will 
strengthen you, I wil] help you, I will uphold 
you with the right hand or my righteousness — 
Trust in me forever — for in me Lord Jehovah 
there iscverlasting strength." Omysoul! bow 
with submissive and holy confidence to the 
Alniighty sceptre of thy glorious and' invinci- 
ble Redeemer — He will subdue the rebellious 
emotions of sinful passion, and induce the 
celestial reign of peace and love..- Wait upon 
him, with humble dnd persevering faith, in 
that sacred ordinance where he dispenses the 
pledges, of his grace, and thou shalt see his 
glorious salvation displiyed in thy everlasting 
redemption from the ignominious bondage of 
- sin. llescued by his invincible grace, from 
the corrupfing chains o{'UTiV\oV|v*^'^^'^''^'*>'*^^^ 
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sTialt rejoice in the glorious liberty of the Sons 
of God. 

O my soul! when th'ou hast esraped from, 
the enthralling dominioffof sin, a contest still, 
more formidable awaits thee. Death, thy 
implacable enemy, will seek to-crush thee un- 
der his ireful arm., Whence wilt thou de- 
rive the ethereal armour, that will enable thee 
to quench his fiery darts, and triumphantly to 
bind, under thy victorious feet, this inexora- 
ble tyrant of the human race ? Whose invinci-. 
ble power will exalt thee to those immortal: 
seats of blessedness, which no strength of na-. 
ture can attain, and which infinitely exceed 
the merit of thy most exalted virtues? Thy 
Almigbli) King, in majestic power, proclaims 
himself the glorious conqueror, under whose 
banners thou art to be lead to triumphant vic- 
tory over death and the grave. " I am he that 
liveth and was dead; and behold, I am alive 
for evermore, and have the keys of hell and 
of death. O death, I have been thy plagues; 

grave, I have been thy destruction. Fear 
not then, ye who humbly repose on my om- 
nipotent arm. I will redeem you from death,, 

1 will ransom you from the power of the grave. 
Your coiTuption shall put on incorruption, and 
your mortaJ immortality. In that glorious 
kingdom on which I have entered, 1 Have 
prepared seats for you, and where I am, there 
ye shall be also." — Thy Almighty Saviour and 
King, O my soul, after Vva^'m^ (^ciTi'^oJcX.'c.^i. 
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thee, triumphant, through the inflamed as- ' 
saults of thy spiritual foes, will not desert thee, 
in that last awful conflict, when death enfolds 
thee in his agonizing embrace. Faith in that 
Almighty Kmg, whose unseen but powerful 
krm supports thee, will enable thee to foil the 
deadliest assaults of thy implacable foe. In 
the ardors of lively faith and gratitude, O, 
then forever magnify the all-conquering powet 
of the glorious King and Captain ofthy sal- 
vation. To invigorate thy triumphant confi- 
dence, and to enliven the ardors of joyful 
hope, he provides for thee, in his holy 
supper, sacred and endearing pledges of his 
grace and love. Penetrate, then, through 
the veil of sense; and, in the humble elements 
that crown the altar, behold, by the eye of 
faith, the immortal body and blood of thy Re- 
deemer, by whose vivifying power, thou art 
nourished and strengthened to everlasting life. 
On the altar, Jesus, erects the throne of re- 
sistless dominion, and extends that invincible 
sceptre, which is the pledge of final and glo- 
rious triumph, to his followers, over the en- 
raged assaults of the powers of darkness. Be 
it thy habitual care, to renew, in the holy eu- 
charist, thy vows of afdent faith in thy divine 
Redeemer, of subjection to bis sovereign sway 
— His body and blood shall quicken m thee 
a spring of life and consolatiofi that neveir 
shall decay; and which, translated into the 
celestial kingdom of thy Saviour, shall flow,. 
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in enrapturing and immortal streams. Oh, 
esteem it a glorious and exalted privilege 
- which should inflame the most lively ardors of 
gratitude and love, that, during thy wearisome 
sojourn in this vale of tears, thou art permitted 
"to refresh thy drooping spirits, at the exhile- 
rating fountain of immortal joys. Ever hasten, 
with reverent and holy triumph, to that liat-^ 
lowed ordinance, where thy glorious King dis- 
penses strength, victory, immortal life. There, 
prepare thyself by invigorating supplies of 
grace, for the Inevitable conflict, which, be- 
fore the crown of gloiy rewards thee, thou 
must sustain with the King'of Terrors. And 
when the rending pangs of sickness, or the 
gradual but fatal decays of frail nature, pro^ 
claim the near approach of thy fell enemy, 
seek, with renewed frequency and fervor, the 
pledges of thy Redeemer's grace conveyed to 
thee in his holy supper. Hope, peace, and 
consolation shall flow upon thy sinking spirits. 
The immortal VIATICUM, transfusing di- 
vine and celestial energy, shall support thee 
through the darkest shadows of the desolate 
vale of death. Under the guidance of the Al- 
mighty Captain of thy salvation, triumphantly 
mounting the everlasting hills, thou shalt 
reach the city of the Living God. In the 
glorious temple of the celestial Zion, those 
who have been redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb, shall " serve God day and night; they 
shall hunger no more, nor l\vvtA «wi YREnK-, 
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n^kber sih^jljhe sunlight ijpc^ ttfemtnoF^j^i 
b^at:, Fertile; lamb which is in ^heimidst^f, 
the throne shall fee^-themj and;sh^ll lead th^m 
unto living fountains pf water, and Qodshall 
wipe away all tears from theireyes," 

3lessing, and honor, and glory, ^nd power, 
be- untp th?e, O holy Jesyst Eterpal, tScai of 
the Father ! who, _&s pur iinne,Pri»ph^t,idQft 
instruct and. guide us; who, as our gracious 
High priest, diQst intercede .for u% andibJess 
,am who, as our Almighty King, dost retieem 
as fron;! .the bpn4?.ge of sjn and Satap, and ex- 
alt us, viqtprious over death and the grave, (o. 
the immortal glories of thy <£ele&tia},tlit();Ki : ' 
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AX'wAGHTY GODI who hart glpiiouHy difpIayeJ,; 
t^f infinite wifdom and- goodacfs, in the covenant 
of mercy which tho^u liaft offefcd lo faHcn man"; open' 
minetradcrftanding, t6 itUfccrn the tuilttd cjK^ilenca 
atidiglory of thtK),v4v>n4erful dijpenfation of grace; 
and may my heart be impreilcd wiih the profound and 
lively emotions of reverence, gralitutle and love. — 
'With deep and grateful humility, I-adorethce, Al- 
mighty Father, that thou haft appointed, as the Me- 
diator of this gracious covenant, thy eternal and only 
begotlen Son, " tlii^ brighlncfs of thy giory, and the 
exprefs image of i thy perfbn." I ^dore thee, that in 
the' Redeemer who is to reflore fallen man to ihy fa- 
vour arc treafur^d thofe dtvine ,poW^ and glories 
which render him at once the object of holy ador>ation 
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andWorfhip, and of'ively graiitudc, cdnfidence, and 
love. Gtory be unto thee, O God, f©'' thy un-fpeak- 
able mercy and grace in J^fus Chrift,' whoj as-Gotl, 
IB mighty /«'/ave—2& man, is touched ^ith -iftclingfar 
my inft'imties. O mify I humbly and thaflkfdily eotn- ' 
■mit the falvation of my foulj to thaf blefled Jefus, 
. whom thou hatt " anointed with fhe Holy Ghoft aiid 
. -with power;" whom thou haft " fet forth to be a 
propitiation for the fins'of the world;" whoAi tHou 
halbtnalted to be " a Prince and a Savibur," to refcue 
and redeem guilty and periftiing man. In a!! iiis di- 

- Tine^ glorious^ and coi>li}Iirig offices, Iftijy^my under- 
•ftanding clearly and 'fully dlfcerrt him,— my foul fub- 

. miffivFly and triumphantly embrace him. 

As the Eternal Son of the Father, may I bow before 
"him with huibble reverence and homage— ^niay I af~ 

- -tribe unto him glory and dominion — may I magnify 

- *he divine fulnefs of hia mercy, and the Almighty 
, -energies of hia grace — may I evermore triumphantly 

rejoice in the certainty, the all-fufliciency, the everiaft- 

ing glories of liis falvation. 
- Grant, O God, that, embracing by faith the Sdviour 

as my divine Prophet and Iiijiru^or, I may evermore 
<revcMthc glorioue lHftt« which funounds Kim^tliiay 
'' iio{4tcit1y receive his ilhiftrious revelatiotts-bg llifc loWjr 
: ' -certain IHndaitiv^f ^mth^nd-duty — may lludy frifh''4e> 
t.i vout adtniV3ti(fnian,d''gT-atitude his hallo^'id'^do^rlnes 

and precepts — and with humbte fidelity and'Zeat'^ek 

to bring all the powerS'Of my foul into holy oW<lience 
''■ 4o the mftrii£tions of this divine teacher whom thou 
: ha/tnt. ._.'■ ■ ■■! 

:.';ilA«'my graMOuiiMidicotnpaflionate PWg? atii-Ihter- 
' 'ti^"^ Wft^Iigtatefully rev<r« and celebrate Uii mttcj 
i' ■'i(M!'|*«c«--Mttay'ia0pV, toh^■farecit)ll9Wt^od,for'par- 
: -ddti andpeafce,— withfMW ^teTsi-bbes of hb "righte- 
!.:QftfBiefs^niayi'<lefiT8rt8'ba'clothedV'thdt''Itn3y''elbaf£ 
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! the unfparing fcruliny of thy jufticc — through hii 
niedlarion and interceflion alone, may I feck an accefs 
, to the throne of thy mercy. 

As my Alijighty King, may I evermore profoumlly 

. adore his eternal glory, his invincible power— may I 
humbly fubmit to the fceptrc of his righteous domi* 
nion — may I facredly obfcrve his holy decrees and 
laws, threats and promifes — on his omnipotent arm, 
may I ever place my fupreme reliance for viftory over 
. my fpifitual foes, fur final Tedcmption from death and 
tjie grave.' 

. , And, Oh thou holy Jefus! Eternal Son of the Fa- 
ther! have mercy upon me. " Thou, who only an 
holy, who only art the Lord, who only art moll high 
in' the glory of God the Father, grant me thy peace," 
IDivine Prophet of the Higheft ! illumine my 
■darkened underilanding with the beams of celeftial 
truth; inftrudi me in the knowledge and love of the 
Father; guide and lead me in the way of righteou&ieJs, 
holinefs, and peace. 

Gracious and prcvai^g Frieft and Intercefibt! 

... Iprinkle my guilty i&nA with the blood of ^ atone- 
ment, and prefent it pure and fpotWs before the Fa- 
ther. " By thine unknown and .dreadfid agonicG," 
, by the all-fufiiciency of tl^ atoneincat, by the mighty 
.powei of thy death, by all that thou. haft done and all 
th^t, thou. had Offered, intctcede for me »nd bleb me, 
imoft cootpalSooabe Jefus^ 

O thou Almighty Eng 1 to whom ihe Father hadi 
.given all power in hearveii and in earth} ftretch out 
.thy omnipotent arm and fave me; fubdue every 

. ^oqght,' detiw, and paffion that rifcth in rebcUiou 
againft th<!ej .purify and fanctify my ^art by the 
nighty power of thy grace; " guide and govern both 
<ny fpul and body, in the ways of thy law and id the 
works <^th; camiaaiKlBtebtt:;" ,ta every <Ufficulty and 
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tcHsil, be thou my Almighty Helper and Defender; 

^OTcr all my fpiritual enemies, enable me to rife 

triumphanti «nd finally, O thou omnipotent Saviour, 
exalt me, laHftified by thy grace, aad redeemed by 

-thy pover, to die immortal wats of bUla thou haft prc- 

-pared for thy chofen. 

Blefled be thy name,-0 thou mod High God, that, 

j^ui Jcfus the Mediator, thou haft engaged, for my fal- 
vation, omnipotent power and infinite love. Blefled* 
be thy name, that thou doft invite me to that facred 
banquet, where the illuminating guidance of Jcfus the 
divine Prophet, the all-fufflcicnt atonement of Jefus 
the merciful High Prieft, the Almighty power oif Jc- 
fus the glorious King, are provided for Uie inftruftion, ' 
■ xomfort, and falvation of the humble and penitent. — 
Earneftly imploring thy guidance, confiding in thy 
-mercy, and dedicating myfelf to thy fsrvice, may [ 
repair to thy holy altar, and there experience that 
thou art as infinite in mercy, aa almighty in power, 
.through JefuB Chrift, my Lord and Redeemer. 



\£T%t»addt/Mf-tuuaISvaiingI)evoiiottti} ■ 
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BJRAtH. 

THE dercijt copimttniiJanl: i^ e3jfc4*o pre.- 
pare for participating in the Lord -s supper, bjr 
cherishing a tkankft4 mwnibranjee ef the 
death of Christ. This «acred Qt^irmxic^ is, 
indeed, powerfully calculated fp impress on 
the mind the most lively and affecting idea of 
the sufferings of the Redeemer. The p^iod of 
its institution carries us back to thsit dark and 
sorrowful hour, when the bte«sed'0esus,^hose 
life had exhibited one continued course of 
beneficence and^mercy,in the near prospect 
of an ignominious death, was shedding on 
the beloved companions of his sufferings, his 
mournful blessing, and laying upon them the 
sacred injunctions of b^ dying love. It brings 
to our view, in all its direful horrors, and m 
all its affecting glory, the .cross, on which, 
the Saviour was consumed, by the fires of di- 
vine justice, and on which he poured out his 
life a sacrifice for the sins of the world. This 
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Bofy cmlinatnce presentsyito the- view of faith, 
under forcible symbols,., the victim again 
bound and ofFered on the altar, The bread 
t/Foken oin* the altai^ forcibly recals to our 
mouraful recbllection tile sacred body of thie 
Saviour^ which was bruised for ottr iniquities 
by the tremendoiis>arm of divine wratji. And 
the t«?Vitf which ia pressed from the grape, is a 
•licvely emblem of that precious bhoqd which 
the agonizing burden of our sins pressed from 
tbe tortured body of the Saviour of \the wo]?ld » 
O my soiil> dUcera through these humble but 
•affecting, emblems, thy crucified Lord ; awli 
penetrated with ti&e view of his awful agonies, 
nendef bim tberhotnage ofari^t gratitude and 
love. : 

The tJaajdcRal remembrance which thou art 
nailed to cherish, of the death of thy Redeenaer, 
is. not merely a glow of sympathy and sor- 
mw which the view of suffering and dis^ 
toess is calculated to ^cite in ev^ry heart. 
Thou art to contemplate , tho sufferings of 
Christ, ijibtas due siif{ering3 of a common man^^ 
but as. tiie suffecinffa of % dimne imtrtictor^^ 
come to proclaim toc most imjx>rtan( truths to 
tjae: world, to enforce and seal them by his suf- 
ferings and dtith; and as the sufferings^ of a 
di&au Medcemer if^ho atoned for our 9in3> and 
purchased, by hk blood> our everlasting re** 
deoxption. CoQ^der the suSSerin^. of Christ 
as a powerful sieal to the truth o£ his holy reli- 
gion ; consider his suffsriiugs and death^ as the 
aUkMfBcifint ieypi^ti^ fox the sim ef 
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finally, consider them as powerfully impress^ 
ing and enforcing, the spirit of meekness^, 
patience and love, the essential and principal 
characteristics of his disciples. This- view of 
the sufferings of Christ, will tend to excite the 
emotions ofdevout admiration, faith, gratitude 
and love ; and it will also tend to impress on 
the heart the most useful and important in- 
struction, the most grateful and. exalted joy 
and consolation. 

Consider the sufferings and death of Christ 
as a powerful s^l t<j the religion he pro- 
claimed. " 

In the humble and suffering Saviour whom 
the altar sets forth, we behold displayed mag^ 
nanimity, condescension, disinterested love, 
that call for our devout, and grateful admi- 
ration, and that tend to excite our full and 
firm confidence in the divine instructor who, 
by these sufferings, sealed the truth of his mis- 
sion. He was ushered into the world not 
amidst the sumptuous splendour of courts and 
palaces; but amidst the meanest, the incle- 
mencies, the degradations of a manger. He 
chose, for his kindred m the flesh, not the no- 
ble, the rich and the mighty ; but the humble, 
the obscure, the despised. He selected, for 
the sacred companions of ' his private hours, 
for the affectionate soothers 6i his cares 
and sorrows, for the endeared partakers of 
all his labours and instructions, not the 
learned, thd refined, and the wealthy; but 
fishermen^ humble, iUiteca4^4 and contemned^ 
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He courted, not the cheering company of the 
gay, the luxurious, and the opulent; — but the 
contemned society of the children. of poverty, 
of. ignorance and affliction. The Jledeemer 
did not proudly surround himself with the 
splendid arid . lu^eurious trappings of wealth 
and powfer; he did riot sedulously court, the, 
seducing ease of elevated and wealthy stations,, 
and shun the walks of poverty, calamity, and^ 
distress — Ah ! revilings, contempt, insylt re-' 
paid all the prodigies of Ipve which distin- 
guished; his:. beneficent . Ijf^,. At the. un- 
righteous and \cruel judgment seat of Pilate, 
this inhocent ^ndrholy martyr was axraigiied-— 
All the insults ,a©dtQrtaresw,hich. ingenious 
.and inflamed I toulice: could ' suggest, were 
pourfediqto that hallowed iosom which beat 
only with., ardentjove to mankind-r-On Cal- 
vary's ^Moupt- that innddent blood was poure4 
forth/, whigh pkaded foi: mercy on the barbar 
, rous hands: that shed at.- Qh ! my souli im- 
potent is. language jto da even feeble justice 
to the. exalted Hsiagnanimity 5 the astonishing 
love. of. the. holy Jesus. . His divine dignity 
and glory,, rendered, still, mpre. astonishing 
and profound. the,«tpops ^f his niercy. The 
uncreated image of the Father> glory, w^|s 
bom, the clyld: of poverty; and wretchedness. 
He, who. in bea:ven received the : profound 
adoration of the angelic host^ placejd himg^lf 
^mong the. ignorant aod profUgate . herd of 
publicans and sinn^r§. >i^JJle^, who hejd ip hk 

2 
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hand the thunders of omnipotenceyCalmly sub- 
mitted to be the ^sport of an infupate rabble. 
He, whose head divine lustre surrounded, 
was crowned with thorns, and mocked with 
the impious acclamations of his implacable 
enemies. The Lord ^f Kfe and glorjr, he, 
who created, and sustained the worlds, sunk 
in the agonies of death an ignominious vic-^ 
tim oti the cross. The bitter sufferings^ 
which, unmitigated and unchecired by friendly 
sympathy, pursued him, afford the strongest 
proof that no sinister motives of pride, or in^ 
terest or ambition- could have swayed his 
breast* The exalted messsiges of salvation 
which he proclaimed, the pure an'd heavenly 
precepts which he inculcated, the works of 
mercy and love which he performed, did not 
procufp for him affection, gratitude, and love; 
they (^d not ffeceive the applauses, and honors, 
by wKich the benefactors of mankind are re» 
warded. Ah! Contumely, insult and death 
crowned his benevolent exertions. O my 
Soul! thy Saviour exhibited, in \ih suff'ering 
life, the strongest proof of sincere and disin- 
terested zeal, of exalted and magnanimous 
virtue, persevering in his divine work of 
love, though contempt and suffering met him 
at every step; though he foresaw, that the ma- 
lignant hatred of his enemies would at length 
prevail in his destruction; and that, amidst 
their bitter taunts and -rev i lings, he should 
sustain an ignominious death, thy exalted Re-- 
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deemer claims thy highest adimration and 
confidence. Zeal, dius sclf-^ienying and <lis-« 
interested, in the pursuit' of the noblest ob*^ 
jects, sbouM silence every base and^ungene* 
reus suspicion. Contemplating the divine 
fcMtitude and resoludon, with which, the Sa^ 
viour sealed in death the tnith of tSas doctrinea- 
which,: through his suffering li£e^,. he had in- 
culcated, thou shouldest acknowledge,, in the- 
holy fervors of a faith, like that which ani-- 
mated the Centurion beholding at the crosa. 
die magnanimi^ and patience c? the crucified 
Redeemer-^" Iruly this was the Son of God/'' 
At the altar, therefore', O my soul, thou art 
called to commemorate: the sufferings and^ 
death of a divine teacher/ whose magnanl^ 
mity, fortitude and patience^, while they claim . 
, thy fervent love, gratitude, and homage, arc 
powerfully calculated to confirm j strengthen^ 
and exalt the aidois of thv faith. Contemn 
plate the gross ignorance or all the interesting 
truths and duties connected with the ^irituaL 
welfare,^ h<^)es, and destination of man, which 
enveloped the world, before this dwine teacher. 
rose in the glorious splendor of celestial truth . 
and knowledge-. Contemplate the impious: 
superstition, tne cruel rites, the debasing 
crimes which enthralled the world, before this 
divine teacher, by the lustre of his beams,.' 
cha&ed before him the dark douds of pagan 
idolitiry, erro?, a«d vice. Then turn thy view 
to^te glofioua revelatiotti. which he promi^ 
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gated*, to the ^lendid fiistre whicH it sheds on 
all the duties and all the hopes of man, on 
every relieious and moral truth, which , can 
awaken l^is desires or his fears, which can con* 
duce to his present or eternal welfare. In the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, the ardent desires 
of the soul, 8eel(;ing-, with earnest solicitude, the 
path to duty and bliss which a blind and er- 
ring reason in vain endcavoiired^td discover, 
are fully gratified^Ae way is tracked out, 
with luminous lustre, to the throiie of God — 
resplendent light and glory burst. fj;om the 
gloomy mansions of the, tomb. O my soul! 
adore with lively gratitude and fajthj, the' di- 
vine teacher, who hath sealed^ to thee these , 
glorious truths and hopes by the resistless and 
affecting testimony of his bhod. While the 
tears oflively sympathy and sorrow are ^ed 
over the sacred memorials, which recall to 
thy remembrance the puogent-and, unparalleled 
sufferings of thy blessed Lord, let the altar 
be also 'the hallowed throne, where, thou 
dost present the gratefiil vows of fidelity and 
obedience to that divine teacher, who, from 
the terrors and agonies of the cross, shed lighl, 
life, and immortality on the world. . 



THE PRAYER., ; - 

O MOST MERCIFUL GOD! who haft given 
ns thy only begotten Son, to be our divine guide and 
jeacher, to lead W from the darknefs of ignorance and 
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error into tBc glorious light of £hy. truth; grant, that 
the contemplation of his patience, his refolution, his 
magxfanimity and fortitude under the various fufFerings 
which aflailcd him^, while it awakens my lively grati- 
tude, may ferve to cherift and confirm my faith in his 
glorious do£irines. May the ardent, the difinterefted^. 
the perfevering zeal, which the Saviour difplayed, in 
encountering the malicious calumny and perfecution 
with which nis relentlefs enemies repaid him for Usn 
beiievolent inftruAions,' excite at once my admirations 
my .gratitude, and fteadfaft confidence. I bless thee, 
moft holy Jefus, that thou waft not deterred, front 
the profecution of thy di^ne work, of enlightening 
and reftoring fallen man^ by the fuiFerings and perfe- 
cutions that aflailcd thee — by the profpe£k of the i^ 
nominious death that was to clofe thy infinite labour 
of love. I blefs thee, moft holy Jefus, that Jby the 
ihedding of thy precious blood' in atteftation of the 
fublime and glorious truths thou .didft promulgate, 
thou haft afforded tlie higheft evidence of thy fincerity, 
thy divine and difinterefted benevolence and zeal. O 
may I evermore love and ferve thee as a divine and 
beneficent teacher, who, in proclaiming and.eftablifli- 
ing the glorious revelation of merc]^ and grace, con- 
iiilted only our peace, our welfare, our inftru£tiori, 
and everlafting confblatipn^ and benignantly and gen- 
erouflv facrificed thy own eafe, comfort, happinefSf 
and life. O may the eommemoratSon of thy fufferings 
and death in thy holy fupper powerfully recal to my 
awakened fjpelings, tne infinite coiideicenfion's of thy 
love, the painful facrifijces, the*, awful conflicts which 
thou didft fuftain ^ the eftabliihment of tirat divine 
difpenfation of grace, by which thou haft (bed the-luw 
liiinous rays ofiitlmortal trudi and glory on ^blhid 
ajifi periihjng woiPid. Receiving with bumble gratis 
i^oie f^d faith the meimrials of thyjpve^^ may I re£ft> 
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lutdy and fervently devote myfelf to thy frrvice. — 
fvermote following the light of thy divine inftrudlions, 
and regulating my life by thy celeftial doftrines and 
piecepta, may I thus evidence the' fincerity of my grar 
litudc, my faith and love, and feek, in fome meafurc 
to maie amend* to thee for ihc coniumeiy, fcorn, and 
fuifering, with which, while on earih, thy benevo- 
lent inftruitions and Ir.bours were repaid. O tJiou 
cternjl light of the world, " fend forth thy light and 
Irutli. Irft ilieni lead me, let them bring me to thy 
holy hill— to God my eiceeding joy," to the blifal'iil 
fruition of the excellency and glory of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Ghoft, for ever and ever. — AMEN., 

[That add youv utual Mbndng Devotiotu.l 
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MEDfTATION;. 

TBANxruL RZMEMBHAHCE OF TB£ SEATS 0* CBirnT->. 
CHAMTI Y'J.TH AtLKKH,/ 

THOU hast been gratefully coDtempIatihgi 
O my soul,, the sqfferings and death of Christ 
as anorditig affecting and powerful evidence 
of the divinity of /lis missaoii and the truth of 
his doctrine. Turft now Iby mournful view 
to the suffepings and death of iChrist as at^ a/£- 
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The-siifTcrrngs of Christ, considered as the 
'Infinite price of the ransom of a guilty -world 
from condemnation and misery, rise to the 
highest importance and significance, and claini 
-our most profound adoration and love. From 
the awful gloom of sutFering and sorrow, the 
illustrious virtues of magnanimity, patience, 
-and fortitude will, indeed, shine forth with the 
isrightest and most affecting lustre. Contrast- 
ed with the awful horrors of that eventful hour, 
Tthen, in the agonies of death aggravated by 
<very painful circumstance of reproach, insult, > 
«nd ignominy, olir rf(V/ntf hist rue lor closed his 
■suffering life, how resplendent and endearing 
"appear the mild and submissive patience, the 
^ardentand benignant love which he displayed. 
<Eising triumphantly from the dark cloud of 
suffering -which enveloped the cross, the holy 
Jesus appears cloathed with the celestial 
TTadiauce of divine power and glory, and with 
irresistible authority and conviction, proclaims 
•to the world the everlasting dispensation of 
crace, and imposes the luminous and immuta- » 
;ble rules of truth and duty. But when, with 
the authority of a divine Instructor, we con- . 
■nect the mercy and power of an Almighty 
Redeemer, the sufferings and death of Christ, 
which, before inspired admiration, gratitude 
and confidencet will penetrate us with emotinus 
of the most profound adoration, and will ex- 
cilte the liveliest fervors of lovctViCKvcrS. wi^^t*. 
tr'iumphs of holy &ith. A R-edceTCvct ,-w\tfi,\NN. 
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sustaining the penalties of sin, rescues us from 
its awful condemnation ; who, in sinking 
under the angry stroke of death, breaks forever 
the sceptre of the relentless tyrant ; who, in 
yielding for a slwrt period to the dominion of 
the prince and powers of darkness, bursts for- 
ever the degrading and torturing chains which 
they had cast on guilty man ; a Redeemer — 
who from the cross which was the .ignomini- 
ous scene of the temporary triumphs of his 
foes, displays the splendid banners of victory, 
and "proclaims liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that were 
bound;" a Redeemer — who thus turns igno- 
miny, suffering, and death .into triumph, vic- 
tory and glory, presents a display of mysterious 
and divine power, which, while it transcends 
and confounds our feeble comprehensions, 
should excite the profound and gratefial fervors 
of adoration and love. Contemplate, then, 
my soul, the sufferings of Christ, as the price of 
thy redemption. View thyself as fallen from 
that exalted rectitude and glory which distin- 
.guished 'ihy primeval state, into the awful 
abyss ofb]iodness,depravity and guilt. Regard 
thyself — as having forfeited the cheering favor 
of^that merciful Being whose favor is the only 
source of bliss — ^as obnoxious to the indigna- 
tion of that Almighty Sovereign, whose angry 
frown awakens misery and despair. Ah ! when 
thou art thus abased by the humiliating and 
poignant conviction oS iVy g.uVVx.s.Tv^'W'tt'K.Wd- 
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ness, thou wilt beable to estimate the full and 
exalted Value of those unparalled sufferings 
by which'the Son of God achieved thy rescue 
from COrtdemnation and death. Yes — "while 
we were yet sinners," in a state of avowed and 
pfesmtiptuotts rebellion agamst the Supreme 
Majesty of.Heaven, of ungratefiil and perverse 
coiAempt of the mercy and goodness of our 
Almighty Benefactor and Father — while our 
crimes and impiety called, for the arm of divine ■ 
Justice to cru'Sh and confound us, the infinite 
love of God prompted the wonderful purpose 
of our redemption, and " Christ," the Eternal 
Son, clothed with our nature, " died for us" — ■ 
The poverty, the scorn, the persecution, the 
ignominy,the direful agonies of the cross which 
overwhelmed him, were the punishments due 
t-o our sins,they were the glorious price of our 
redemption. Blessed Jesus ! itie transgressed 
the righteous laws of our God ; and thou, in- 
nocent and guiltless, didst sustain the penalties 
due to our crimes — We incurred' the sentence 
of divine justice ; and thou, the immaculate 
Lamb, didst sink under its avenging curse — ■ 
JVe were enthralled by the degrading and mi- 
serable chains of the prince nf darkness ; thoa 
didst sustain the overwhelMng shock of his 
fiery as3aults,to rescue vsixom his'dominion— 
fFe were bowed down, ttie miserable captives 
of death, the relentless tyrant of our race — thou, 
didst bare thy bosom to his deadly dartiVitix^Av* 
drinking up thy blood, was Qvie^^'i^ lat«.N«.\ 
P 
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Ob, profound-mystery of love-i ihat calls Tor 
the deepest adoration, for 'iheMiost, lively and 
unceasing emotions ofgratkudft. O my soul! 
-is it possible for thee- to ■contemplate, un- 
moved and -unaffected, the agonizing suffer- 
ings -anti conflicts which, the iiedeemer sus- 
tained, in -effecting, ithe glorious jwipose of 
his lovc' — thy .redeOi^on from guilt ,and 
misery and 46atb. The heir of guilt and 
wretchedness — 'shall not the emotions of 
holy gratitude be ■excited to the gracious Re- 
deemer, whojl^'offering himself the victim to 
■divine justice, cxpiates'thy guilt, and consoles 
thee with the CRhvening offer of mercy and 
pardon. Bound by the invincible chains of 
sin and Heath, wilt thou not celebrate, in tri- 
'umpharlt strains, the grace and power of that 
Almighty Conqueror, who, by the shedding of 
his bleod,hath purchased thy redemption from 
'this degrading bondage. Doomed, through 
transgre^ion,,to jsustam theopprespiugcares, 
the painful changes ^ of this va(e of sorrow, 
and d^stitme of the c<?nsQlatory assurance that 
beyond the gloomy mansions of the grave, 
a brighter day of rest and peace shall dawn 
upon thee — Oh — shall not the exulting jubilee 
of adoration and praise be directed to that di- 
vine Saviour, who, having passed through the 
dark valley of the shadowof death, hath chased 
from it the fearful spectres that hold in it their 
reign, and opened- to thee a joyful and trium- 
phant passage to, immoiVaV ^Xoi-j ?i.Tv«i fcVxcitv. 
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T6at tfian^tl remembrance- of the death "of 
Christ, with which it is thy duty always to 
cdmmetnorate his^ love in the holy supper, will 
tee most strongly excked ami cherished by 
frequently and seriously considering, the state 
©f condemnation, of guilt, and misery from 
which the Saviour, by his death, redeemed 
thee, and- the exalted and immortal blessings 
which threugh' his mediation are conferred 
^pon thee.. Accustomed ever to consider the 
CF0S& of Christ as the divine fountain, whence 
flow all thy spiritual hopes and consolations, 
it will be endeared to thee as the sacretl^ledge 

■ of thy salvation; and at the altar thou wilt ftx Ji 
the eye of grateful and stedfa^al' faith on the « 
Lamb ofGod,who,by the si^f^fngsand death ' 

■ there commemorated, hath taken atvaj/ the sit0 
oj the toorld. 

Let the awful exhibition of divine justice 
in that sacrifice which under-lively symbols is 
set forth at the altar, impress thee, O my soul, 
with the inflexible andsevere indignation of 
God against the impenitent transgressors of 
his laws. Jf God withheld not the sword of 
his justice, though it penetrated the bosom of 
his beloved Son clothed in the person of man 
with the sins of the world, will he spare tlie 
impenitent sinner, who deficsthe awful display 
of divine justice, and contemns the affecting 
manifestation of divine mercy, which the sa- 
crifice of the cross affords. 
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But if thou art deeply penitent for thy 1 
offences, and sincerely disposed Jo re- I 
nounce and forsake them, approach the al- 
tar ; and while thou dost there contemplate ' 
the lively memorials of the sufferings and I 
death of thy Lord, thankfully celebrate 
the triumphs of his cross by which thy re- 
demption was effected. From the cross,where 
an all-sufficient victim satisfies the claims of 
divine justice, beams in illustrious splendour 
that eternal mercy, which diffuses unfailing and 
exalted peace and joy, through the troubled 
spirit. There flows, as from a rich and ex- 
iuustless icMataixt, that .preciou,^ bIop4 ^^hich 
will wash away the foulept stains "of sis^-In 
the unutterable agonies of the Lord of Bfe,tbe 

exactions of divine justice are fulfilled to the 
uttermost — The righteous Judge of heavenaod 
earth, beholding the authority of his laws 
which had been violated and insulted, fully 
and effectually vindicated and preserved, ex- 
tends the sceptre of mercy to the penitent of- 
fender. Oh, then, my sou], kt : the altar, 

■which conveys to thee the exalted merits and 
blessings of the cross, ever witness thy humble 
penitence, thy lively and grateful recollection 
of that painful and ignommious death, which 
was the price of thy pardon, peat^e, and 
everlasting salvation. And when the. fUff^ 
elements, received by lively faith, conv;w to 
thee, the vivifying and strengthening virtue 
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of the body and blood of Christ, let the ar- 
dent burst of gratitude ascend to that God, 
who on the eternal throne of mercy is recon- 
conciline the world unto himself — to that di- 
vine and immaculate Lamb, who was slain 
and oflfered an alt^^ufficient and glorious vic- 
tim, to redeem thee 6y liis blood. 

The grateful Contemplation of the sufferings 
and death of Christ should also impress on thee 
ijaex. spirit of kianUUif, patience and universal 
charity which the Saviour eminently display- 
ed, and which, are the essential cliaxacteris- 
' tics of his true disciples.. 

The sufferings of Christ afford a brilliant 
and powerful, attestation': -of the truth of his 
<focfriaiff*--Theyfprraent^ a still higher claim 
to oOT gratitude, ^d become, still more en* 
deared to our^gntteful remenabTaoce, by their 
- infinite eificaey as au-aU-sufficient expiation 
'of our. Sim: ant^-guilt-r^ And: liney farther de- 
juianddnix^giateful recoUectton as impressing 
xipOB us,,;m the ■ most powerful: and affecting 
mannei^' the:,-,gTeai'/ and \imp6rtant virtues 
which will assimilate us to our divine master, 
humility,, patience, and universal love. In 
order to. behold a striking and affecting exhi- 
bition of the meekj the humble, and lowly 
spirit of the Christian calling ; in order t» cor- 
rect those false ideas of religion, so grateful 
to corrupt nature, and therefore so generally 
entertained, which represent its sacred claims 
as entirely compatible \vVt\v live ^\?i.'C\^'i-a.^"*Es^ 
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of the prou^}^ the revengeful, tke arcing jpas- 
,)^ion8 of the heart; in order to contemplate a 
^oble and effecting display of umfonn resig- 
pation, perfect patience, and exalted loye> mv- 
der afffictions the most severe, injuries the 
j))ost poignant, and persecutions the most 
Implacable — we must contemplate the chaiac- 
ter of the blessed Jesus and fbllcm him thiooigh 
his suffering life. *f He grew iip iis a tendet 
plant and as a root out of the dry eround. He 
had no form or. comeliness; and when we saw 
hira, there was no beauty that we should de- 
sire him. He was despised and Eejected of men, 
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet 
he opened not his mouth. He was Jed as a 
-lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers, is dumb, so Tie. opened not his 
mbuth. 'When he was reviled, he reviled 
not again. When he suffered, he threatened 
not." Patient and holy lamb of God ! bitter 
anguish and misery penetrated thy innoeent 
bosom; — and shall we^, whose aggravated sins 
and guilt loudly demand sufFermg and punish- 
ment, expect to pass along the easy path of 
pleasure and indulgence? Scorn and persecu- 
'*tion, pouang. their revengiefui fires on thy 
holy head^ awafeened only thy Wessiags apd 
thy prayers ;^-i-and shall we, whom the jooh- 
sciowsness of imperfection and guilt,. ahouW 
cover with deep humility, proudly cherish a 
resentful and in^lacabU tera^^V Sxs^aining 
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innoceat .spirit jwas pra3sod>i<k>wil! by the 
^veogetur aim .of :dwine' justioB^--thoa wast 
-«(retohe^ on >th;e tack. ^o£ divine wrath till the 
agooy of ■thy'soiil burst 'forth in great kirops 
,.of blood — Ah !' when thou<d.tdst thus exhaust 
-^hetl>Lfitie:r dregs'.6f that .cup of. teeoibling 
-Wfaich'the'indignaiionofiieaeeii had pnepai^S 
las'lhe punishoienfeflfibuf^guib^fHaJl weiiQpa- 
'tientlr muuniiriiat thosd'sligiit but salotiuy 
chastisenienls 9>ml afflictions which are raerci- 
/fully designed to pcomote our spiritual and 
^etemai heilifa...ai>d perfetiijori. O my soul, 
'thy patient, peek, and<!hunible Itedeemer 
■lea thee an esan^letliat ihoU' shouldest fol- 
low hie it^^-rXhe yirtues of hnmility^ pa- 
4ieia::e, and unipcrsal tove, he.powerfidly i!- , 
lustrated and enforced by his own humble, 
suffering, and benevolent life. Worthy of 
thy liveliest gratitude is the infinite conde- 
scension of thy blessed I-ord, who. to animate 
anif aid thy obedience, has himself performed 
-every precept which he enjoins, has himself 
sustained sacrifices and sufferings infinitely 
greater than those to which thou art called. 
Behold then exhibited in bis life the most 
■glorious model »f duty, the most animating 
incentives to cherish those humble, lowly, 
,'palient and benevolent virtues, which illus- 
triously adorned the. Saviour's character.— 
.Distinguished and exalted the privilege of the 
disc^ks of Christ, thattlie^ a.iec-iWS.Vi'^^^iSs^ 
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in that path of suffering andtriid which their 
divine Redeemer trod before them. > Honora- 
ble those sorrows and aiHictions: which conr 
form the believer to the image of his divine 
Lord, and prepare him for the fruition of those 
glories to which, as the reward of his patience, 
the Saviour is exalted. Murmtir not, Omy 
soul, under that cross with which thy ; Re- 
deemer did patiently labor up the steep of 
Calvary. Thevpath of sufferings and trial 
which thy Saviour tracked out, thou must pa- 
tiently follow^ if thou wilt attain the cele^kl 
glories on which he has enteiTed. t lit fe the 
declaration which his owalip^prodaimed and 
which his sufferin|; life has sealed, ^* If any 
man will be ray disciple^ let him deny him- 
self and take up his cross and follow me.— 
Through much tribulation ye must enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.*' Animated by his 
glorious Example, and cheered by the heaven- 
ty voicey which, from Ijie throhe of eternal 
majesty and power, he directs to thee, % be 
of good^ cheer, I have overcome ^theworld"-*- 
resolvey to preserve thy allegiance to him 
amidst the most furious assaults of temptation 
and persecution,— resolve, to glorify his mer- 
cy and power ia the most bitter, agonies of 
suffering and death. At the altar, where 
. the affecting representation of the schtows and 
agonies of thy i Lord, forcibly reminds thee 
that those, who would resemble him in the 
glories of his resunectioii, iwast b^ coufoimed 
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td him in thj^ likeness of ; liis humiliating suf- 
ferings and death, tfejEiftkfully coipmeimorate 
Ae animating aids apd incentives to patience 
an4 resignation which ^5 blessed life affords; 
^T— draw fifprn. the, etxhiustl^ss fountaiji of his 
grace the strengthening succours which will 
exalt thee triii^phanft over the assaults g£ 
lemptatioii and siMrrow. 

TRie suffering life -©f the[ Redeemer is cal- 

Ciirlaied to impre^ on thee, O my soul, the . 

Juwnfek, theilowlyy th^>p^tieiit, and: benevolent 

>^irtue8 which constitute. the highest perfection 

of thy nature, which are productive of the 

high^esft joy^ and jconsolations, and which ate 

:iRdi$peja6ibJe <jualific4tion3 for future blessed- 

•Aess. i Witifetjthe iiv)eiiest gratitude, therefore, 

should those ^NfTerjngs. be rem^mberedj which 

ate fraught with instruction so beneficial and 

exalted. There is nb virtue however, which 

the contemplation of the sufferings and death 

-of Christ ;more strongly inculcates than chdrity 

lor I tmiver^ttl lov€. Love is »the celestial soul 

rolij>issi!e%.ion,,it.i$ the 8^mm^ti»g spring of 

yey^iy!tjth«r. grace and virtue, the eternal ocq- 

tre.to whiiJi they all tend, and' in which they 

will all finally become absorbed. This vir- 

jHie^;the inseparable badge of the truedisciplcis 

r0fChj5fet, attaches the soul with the roost liv«fy 

-iswjd vigorous ardojur to God, the source of 

^ery exceltence, tlie infinite author of every 

-Itoercyjr-^iri Christ Jesus^ the God of evecl^t- 

ing t^ompassioji aiid grace . llm^\x^"^<!c^^^2K^ 
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with the most lively affection for man, who 
bears the image of that divine Being whom 
she adoreSj — ^who shares ip the common wants 
and sorrows that 6pp«re?s h^r,— -who is re- 
deemed by the blood oiF the same Saviour, 
and sanctified by the same Almighty Spirit,— 
and who looks forwar^l to the same immor- 
tal destiny. Christians animated by the di- 
vine principle of love, will miiformly endea- 
vour*' to keep the uliity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace" — to preserve the harmony and 
iorderof that holy Church, through which the 
streams of mercy and grace from the cjivine 
Redeemer are conveyed ta then), ^ ^nd by 
which they are to be trained forthe'umted and 
immortal celebration of the praises of their 
God in the Church-triumphant^. Regardinj 
one another as partakers of these divine an( 
celestial privileges?; as destined fbr the same 
transcendent and eternal state of perfection 
and bliss, they will feel themselves imited to- 
gether by the most affecting and powerful 
tie^s. Yes— rfesting for pardon on the sanoe 
precious blood, quickened and sanctified by 
the same Almighty Spirit, prepared for the in- 
heritance of glory by the same course of suf- 
fering and Urial, fellow-pilgrims through the 
same vale of tears to a blissrul and eternal rest 
— united thus in the participation of the saiiie 
wants and sorrows, in the possession of* the 
same divine privilegeis, in the fruition ot the 
same glorious and immort^\ T^\om\%^'s.^ CVal^ 
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tians should also be united by the most' sacred 
and endearing' emotions trf tenderness and* 
Jriildness — ^The Spirit of dWine love shedding 
through their hearts its quickening power,' 
should excite them to endeavour to remove 
or alleviate, byevery act of sympathy dndSf-^ 
fection, the obstacles and afRictions that assail 
them in their progress — to enUvfcn their weari- 
some pilgrimage oy celebrating, in holy con- 
cord) the glories of that heavenly city towards 
which they are advancing. Destined to unite 
in strains of everlasting love and joy before 
the throne of the Eternal, their spirits should 
be attuned on earth to the harmonious cele-. 
bration of the praises of their God. Oh! what 
an exalted exhibition of holy joy and peace. 
would the world present, did this spirit of di^ 
vine love pervade and animate the souls of 
Christians. This vale of tears and misery, 
where discord, suspicion, envy and revenge, 
blast the few joys which lie scattered along^ 
the path of life, would be converted into a 
paradise of love and peace, fair and exalted 
as that in which man, at first, enjoyed the 
blissful smiles of his glorious Maker. - ■ 

This spirit of vnhersal charily so sublime, 
and noble in Its origin and nature, so benefi- 
cial and exalted in its effects, is enjoined on' 
thee, O my soul, by the mo^t powerful anA 
affecting considerations; and it is an indispen~ 
sLbie qualification for that holy supper, WRCte.; 
christians profess themsehe^ to \jc cQ'ca«;tV«:^ 
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by the holy ties of a Redeelmer^is merits a%^ 
blood. From the akdr, Ae sacred and ten- 
der vbice of 'the i Saviour, implores- his^ ibl-^ 
lowers, hy that precious b)60d Which is their 
common and supreme affiance, by that Quick- 
ening Spirit of love ami consoiajion which he 
^beds through their hearts, by those blissful 
and immortal hopes ithich he hath |mrcbascd 
for tfiem aM-^-^by th^tt infinite and unirtterable 
love which, through, his suffering life and 
agonizing death he disptey^d for them, he 
implores them — to ^^love oiie another/ • '^ This 
is my commandment, that ye love one ano- 
ther.-' Blessed Jesufe ! wh<> • shf \itik from no 
^fferingsHo achieve Qufteddmpjtkfl*---^^ owe 
thee the supreme devotion of our ^ouls w^hich 
thou hast purchased. And didst thou require 
as the pledge of our gratitude the renuncia- 
tion of our- ease and enjoyment, cheerfully 
should the feeble and inadequate tribute be 
rendered. Base then and highly criminal the 
apathy which would lead us to disobey , thy 
dying injunction to cheri^ the exalted virtue 
of charity and love, the ornament ahd perfec- 
tion of our nature, the source of the purest 
and most refined joys. 

Advance then to the altar, O my soul, 
cherishing the ^motiox^S' o( lit^ei;^ b^ne^oit^icef 
for all 7rMnki\id. ^ Em brace in thy ben^oferiif 
regard tJie whol^ human race I -Rl4feolv# 
to promote by ardent ^ahd perse veriiig i/exfer- 
tjon the welfare and baippme^^ oi >Jm^ feWow 
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men. Tlie disciple of a Redeemer who went 
about doing good, let no opportunity be 
omitted of imitating thy blessed Lord in acts 
of beneficence and mercy. Following the 
steps of thy compassionate Master, seek out 
the gloomy abodes of poverty and wretched- 
ness; and while thy beneficence pours gladness 
hito the hearts of the children of sorrow, di- 
rect their humble trust and hope to that gra- 
cious Providence ''without whose knowledge, 
not even a sparrow falleth to the ground" — 
direct their glowing desire:?- to those abodes 
of undecaying peace and bliss, "where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and where the 
weary are at rest." The blessing of those v,ho 
were ready to perish shall descend upon 
thee. Animated by that spirit of divine 
love which assimilates thee to thy blessed 
Kedeemer, he wit] acknowledge thee, at 
his holy supper, as an acceptable and fa- 
voured guest. And when from the ever- 
lasting fountain of grace and mercy opened 
on the altar, the exhilarating streams of 
peace and joy arc dispensed to thee, let 
thy ardent prayers be directed to heaven, that 
the bread of life may diffuse its immortal and 
invigorating efficacy through the earthj that 
all the guilty and perishing sons of men may 
have access to, that refreshing and purifying 
bloodj which washes away the deepest stains 
of sin, 

Q 
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Advance fo the altar, animated with pectt- 
liar and sacred afTcctlon for those who as 
Chtisdans are connected with fhee by the 
endearing ties of the Redeemer's merits and 
grace. 

For those who are of the " houselioM of 
faith;" who, admitted into the christian cove- 
nant, place their hopes of satvatioii On the me- 
rits and grace of that Redeemer who is thy 
only Inist and refuge; the most sacred ana 
lively emotions of tenderness and afTcction 
should be cherished. Tlic siticere and real 
followers of Ghrist stc connected together 
by the sacred tics ofe Saviour's love, of his 
Ahnighty grace renewiW ahdahimatiiig their 
souls. TTiese ties are dcsnned'to be as exalted 
and eternal as those celc^^ial exercises which 
will engage the spirits of the blest, be'- 
fore the throne of God, in the unceasing 
strains of adoration arid praise; Look upon 
those then, O my soul, who, united with 
ihee to the Redeemer by a living faith, com- 
memorate, at the altar, the rich displays of 
his grace and mercy, as thy destined compa- 
nions in the celebration of the riches of re- 
deeming love, which, through eternal ages 
will constitute the glory ana the blfss of the 
church triumpliapt. Oh I let "the exaltqd con- 
sideration rliat the bands of christian, fellow- 
ship and affection shall ricvei' be disfolVed. 
excite thy warmest and most tender affec- 
tion foi those with vmom tiaou wrt ^«.'«M.d 
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to drink ineffable bliss at those celestial' 
streams which flow forever in the glortou^ 
city of the living God. Let the precious em- 
blems of the Saviour'5 love, which with his 
humble followers thou, dost receive at his holy 
supper, bind thee to them by the cords of 
friendship and affection, which no ungenerous' 
selfishness or envy, no unkind suspicions of 
resentments shall ever tamish or dissolve.. 
Ah! over the Vwcly memorial of that infinite 
grace to which they are indebted for those 
iipmortal hopes Which alone cheer and brigh- 
ten the wearisome pilgrimage of life, Jet the 
members of Christ's mystical body, vow tp 
each other sacred fellowship and affection — - 
jet them ardently resolve to " io put away all. 
bitterness and wr^th and anger and clamour, 
and evil speaking with all malice — and tQ 
te kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ's 
"sake hath forgiven them." 

And as the perfection and consummation 
of Christian charity, the devout communicant 
^hould advance to the altar, heartily disposed' 
^o forgive and to love his enejtiies. 

It was the pressing injunction of our dying 
■master-; it is made the indispensible condition 
of our receiving forgiveness at the hands of 
our Almighty Judge; it is constituted by our 
Lord, the sacred plea by which we are to sup- 
iplicate forgiveness from heaven, that we for- 
give olh&rs their irespasKS against us. "^TW 
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forgiveness of our enemies, consists, in cx- 
. ercising towards them those benevolent af- 
fections which, by the constitution of human 
nature and the command of God, we are 
bound to exercise towards all mankind; in the 
ready expression of our good will to them ; in 
refraining from every act of unkindness or re- 
sentment towards them; and in a cordial desire 
and disposition to effect a reconciliation with 
them. As it is one of the most difficult virtues, 
soitisone of the most noble and exalted — 
in the highest degree perfective of human na- 
ture, and fruitful of tlie highest and the most 
sublime joys. It rescues us from those painful 
anxieties, from those intolerable, convulsions 
— rvTridT' aglTaFe the breast that is the seat of 
gloomy revenge — It sheds that ineflablc and 
delightful tranquility which is alone the por- 
(ion of the bosom that is at p^ace with the 
world — It animates the soul with the elevated 
veflection that in overcoming the direful pas- 
sion of revenge, she has gained the trophies 
of the most sublime and exalted victory — It 
assimilates man to that gracious and merciful 
Being, who doeth good to the unthankful and 
the evil — Itadvanceshimintoan intimate and 
glorious resemblance to that divine Saviour, 
who, in the ardours of infinite love, suppli- 
cated the pardoning efficacy of his blood for 
the relentless enemies who, with iosatlable and 
malignant fury, hunted him to the cross. Ah I 
/Aerferout communicant wVose\vfati\'i<i'tc^jlY 
penetrated with the dvsitAa.3 0*1 uwisxtviiQV 
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mercy which the cross affords, ivill bury at the 
foot of the altar all his enmities, jealousies, and 
resentments. Tlie blood of his Saviour pene- 
trating through his heart will extinguish, by 
its potent efikacy, every wrathful passion. 
Love to God and man, ardent, holy, and con- 
stant as the fire of the eternal altar^at whick 
it is kindled, will alone inflame and animate 
his soul. 



AN ACT OF THANKSGIVING, 



HUMILIATJOJ^ AJW SUFFBBIMS^S OF CHRIST. 

Praijis evermcre he unto thee t Eternal Son of Goi/, 
v)ho didfl take our nature upon thee, and for ui 
£^ i'tcome- obedient unto'deatb, even the death of the 
crofty 

• THAT, wben by impious rebellion iTainst our 
'Sovereign God and merciful Father, we Vad fallen 
from our lla^e of primeval reditude and glory, bad 
forfeited all title to the light of God's countenance, , 
and incurred his awful indignation and wrath — that, 
when juftice inexorably urged our escifion, and divine 
iholinefs inflexibly demanded the vindication of a vio- 
lated law — that, when among the holl of heaven " there 
was none to help," among the innumerable orders of 
created behigs " there was none to uphold," none 
whofe " arm coulJ bring faYvauot^' lax m.^ — ^^-A^'va- 
G2 
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this our hopelefi ftatc of coBdemmtitni spd fB^ctf, 
wtien the mercy of the Aknightj Fadicr wosiptei^ 
tl^u ditlil willing)]' untlectakc tibeo^e .of 'our Ke- 
iletmer— 

Praifis ever/nan he unfo thee, Eternal Son of God, 
■ Tiiat thou, who ■' wait with the Father before the 
*OTld was," " the brightnefs of his glory and the cx- 
prefs image of his perfoii" — ^thou, whom Cherubim 
and Seraphim adored, and to whom the exalted hoR 
of heaven bowed fubrriifive — didil cheerfully ftoop to 
veil tliy Uiiuttcrablc glory in our frail and miferable 
nature — 

Praifes evermore be unto ^K,'-0 Eternal Son of Gad. 

That tliou didd relinquiih the infinite felicity of the 
Godhead, to beborrf, in our nature, of a. hutnble and 
obfcure family; to'be aflidrvd into the wotJd among 
the beafts of the Italli and to fuHain the wants and 
pains of infaney and childhood, — when thou couldft 
hare commanded the homage of the univerfe, and en^ 
circled thyfelf with celeftial majcfty and fplendor — 

•Praifes evermore be unto thee, O tnofl Holy Jejiu, 
■Elernal Son of God. 

That thou, whom angels and archangels counted it 
their glory fubmifTively to ferve, didft thyfelf become 
JvhjeSl to thy parents, rendering them reverence and 
obedience ; Euid through the whole of thy hcjuvolent 
life didft become ■^t.firvant of mankind in adnu^iftcr- 
ing to their necelEties — 

Piaifes evermore be unto -thee, tiu^ Holy fffii^t 
Eternal Son of God. 

Thit, in< toe; pro&cutioa of the benevolent wprk of 
our redemption, thou djdit fuitain want, nnd l^fferijog» 
and forrawjand didit even wander .withojiit.aj^fce i[o 
lay thy . hea^,— nwhcn thou<waft entitled (o the, internal 
throne of muvcrfnl dominion— 



F^HDAY EVENING. i?5 

- Fraipi evermore ie unto tbti, wojl Hslj Jefiis, 
Eternal Sen of Gad. 

That thou dWft encounter fliame, indignity and in- 
fyltj didlt aflpciate with the rcfufe of mankind; and 
patiently didft fubmit to the charge of afling in coa- 
- cert with the Prince and powers ofdarknefs — when 
thou couldft have commanded, for thy uttendants, the 
brighteft Seraphs that minifter in the court of heaven^ 

Pralfes ei/ermere be unto thee, tnaft Hily Jefus, 
Eterfial Son of God. 

That, in the day of thy humiliation as a fufferlng 
Saviour, chou didft become " a man of forrows and 
acquainted with grief; that, laden with the fins of a 
guilty wo rill, ihou didft appear " without form or 
comejinefs," " thy vifage maricd more than any man 
and thy form more than the fons of nien" — that, in 
jhe garden of Gethfamane, uncheered by the watch- 
ful fympathy of thy difciples, thou didft, friendlefa 
find alone, " tread the wine-prefa," of tJiy Father's 
i*rath; and " drink the dregs of that cup of trem- 
bling" which tnfufed direful horrors through thy foul, 
,and bathed thy convulfed body in a bloody fwcat — 

Praifes evermore bi unto thee, mojl Holy J'ifi'^y 
Mternml Son of God. 

. That thou Jidll fubmit to be betrayed by one of thy 
idifciples, and " lead asa lamb to the ilaughter,'' by thy 
.implacable enemies; that, defertedby thy (imid and 
faithlefs followers, thou didft patiently fubmit, in the 
,hall of the High Prieft, and at the tribunal ol Pilate, to 
■,be unjuftly arraigned and condemned, to be buffeted 
and fpit upon, fcpurged and tnocked — when thy oni- 
nipotent word could have ftruck to the earth thy 
vengeful adver fanes — 

Praifes evermotie be unto theei O mejl Ifely Jefus, 
^§UrmlSon.of:g<^, ^^ , ,. /, 
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THat'tJiou didft patiently labour undei" the hearf 
load of the ignominious crol's on which thou wall to 
fufFer — and, condemned ai a malefailor, didll, :iinjdll 
the cruel taunts of thy enemies, fullain the agonies of 
death made more dreadful to thy tender and fufcepti- 
ble Spirit by the wrath of thy Father which, kindled by 
the fins of a guilty world, overwhelmed and coiifumed 
thee— 

PtaiffS evermore bt unto thee, ■ mo/l Holy JeJuSt 
EttrtiatSsnofGod. , . ■ ' 

- Thit for us' men, and for our fahratiot*, thefa paiu- 
ful fuffcrings, tliis ignominious and crufcl d£ath wen 
patiently foftained — that thou waft " wounded for onr 
tranfgrefTiong and bruifed for our tniqUitiea, that the 
chaftifcment of our peace was upon "(hcc, and that 
by thy ftripea wc arc heated" — 

Praifes evermcre te unU thee, O iiieft Hotj Jefta, 
Eternal Son of God. 

That, by thy fuifttings and death thou haft fealcd 
^he truth of thy doctrines, and exhibited a bright and 
affecting example of thofc graces of humility, meek- 
nefs and love which thou doth call us to practice ; that, 
by thy fufi^ring life and agonizing death, thou haft 
powerfully enforced thy inftrudiions, rendered an all- 
fufficicnt atonement for fin, and Ihcd divine and a0i^- 
ting luftre on that path of humble and'htJy obedience 
by whicbwe are to afccnd to the glorious and eternal 
blifs of thy celcftial kingdom — 

Praifei evermore he unto thee, O Eternal Son (f God, 
who didfl take our nature upon thee, and for us did/f become 
obedient unto.death, even the death of the i:r*fs. 



THE PRAYER. 
»• ALMIGHTY GOD, who haft jjiven thine only 
Son to be both a faciilice foi &«> I'^d ^(q %u exapiple 



FRIDAY EVENING. m 

of godly life; give me grace that I may always n^oft 
thankfully receive that his ineflimable benefit, and alfo 
daily endeavoar myfelf to follow the bleiTed fteps of his 
moft holy life.'^ O moft blefled and merciful Jefu8» 
Eternal Son of Gody who didft fufFer for iniquities 
not thine own, and by the {bedding of thy moft pre- 
cious blood didft pay the infinite price of our redemp- 
tion; may the contemplation of thy bitter fufFerings, 
penetrate my heart with the enjotions of lively grati- 
tude to thee, my gracious Redeemer, who couldft 
ftoop from the glory and felicity of the Godhead, and 
encounter (hame, iorrow, perfecution arid death to 
achieve my deliverance and falvation. Contemplating, 
with frequent and holy admiration, thy infinite con- 
defcenfion and love, may I regard no faprifices too 
dear, no fervice too exalted to teftify my ardent fenC- 
bility and gratitude. Let me not incur the awful 
guilt of contemning the penetrating and afieAinr 
motives to repentance exhibited by thy precious blood 
(hed to atone for my fins. Beheading in the agonies o^ 
thy crofs, both the tearful difplay of the juftice of God^ 
and the attra^iive luftre of his infinite mercy,.may the 
emotions of holy apprehenfion and love combine to 
excite in my ' heart, the (acred refolution of ferving 
thee. O let me not fink under the awful condemna- 
tion of having contemned thy bitter agonies, of having 
trampled thee under foot, of having put thee to ah ppea 
{hame, of having ciucified theeafre{h, by my tranfgre£- 
fions. Over the afieding emblems of thy fufferings diC* 
played on the altar, may I fervently irefolve to renounce 
allmyfins; and mayloffer thee a heart deeply penetrated 
with the emotions of contrition,, gratitude and lovcf. 
And O thou compaflionate Redeemer, in whofe fuf- 
fering life the virtues of humility, patience, and de- 
vine charity {hone forth with the moft exalted luftre— > 
wajr the JiaUpwed example thou Vi^^ fe\ tc«.> ^«. "^^ 
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&bjc£l of mj cocftant and devout meditations} and 
warmed with the glorious view, mav I reiblve to tmi-. 
tate thy divine humiHty, patience, and love. May the 
contemplation of ihj crofs, on which, ia the ugotiies 
of a cruel and ignomimous death, tltou didfl pour fonh 
ti\e earned prayer for pardon on thy telentlefs enemies, 
difarm irt my foul every unhallowed purpofi; of refem- 
ment, and quicken the exalted emotions of forgivenefs 
and kindnels. Eternal Spirit! quickening fountain of 
divine love! defccnd, and fbed abroad in my heart that 
facred charity for all mankind, that tender afiedliou and- 
fympathy for the members of Chrift's myflical body, 
by which 1 Dmll be conformed to the likcncfs of my 
blcfl'ed Redeemer, and made meet for his eternal king-, 
dopi of peace and joy. Sacred Spirit! wheu I ap- 
proach that heavenly banquet, where chriftiaiis com- 
incmorate iheir Saviour's mercy, and teftify tliat they 
.arc pariakcra of the fame blclTcd privileges and hopes,, 
piay thy powerful grace fubdue every refentful and an- 
gry palfwH, and enlundle the holy fltme of- divine 
charily. May my foul, foftened and melted into ten- 
dcrncfs and kindnefs, embrnce in its ardent and facred 
afTcftion, the holy company of the redeemed, who 
meet at the altar to celebrate the immortal triumphs 
and blcfliiigs of their Saviour's mercy. May thy 
quickening grace unite me to them in the indi^oluble 
baiids of fympathy and friendlhip, and excite me uni- 
fornijy lo exercife towards them the endearing virtues 
of gentlenefs) forbearance and love. Thus, O my Sa- 
viour! by facred ly fulfilling that law of cekftial kind- 
nefs, which thou didft fo carnefUy and repeatedly en- 
join, may I, exhibit to the world, the engaging and en- 
dearing luftre of thy blcfled religion. Thus cheriQiing 
the fpirit of divine love in the exercife of kindnefs, for- 
bearance and forgi/enefs, may I ever be acknowleged 
hy thee as an acgepuble gueit at, thy holy tablej and 



Tii lile jiarncipatioii of tfic ^yelrlaftiilg fcftWal.of Ibve id 
\i\y hedTchly kftigilblTi ; to the haflo-nci chonia of angels 
a'nd ai^chiiigel^ tttd the fpititt of the juft, Celetiratiri^ 
hi unccaflng Arains the m»}i&y And glory of Godi the 
{'ather, tjie 36n, uid the Holy Gfatift, forcfer and 
evcr.—AMEN.. , 
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MEDITATION. 

TEK S^VODT PARTICIP-ATIOM OF THE OXDIMAHCKS DV 
t- THE CHuicfl THB AFPOIKTED ItETBOJD CF.SALVJ^. 
, :TION. 

NO truth can be more evident tbreason than 
tli^t God has a right to prescribe what riiethod 
he pleases for the salvation of mankind. Ori- 
girraily dependent Jpon him as their Creator 
and their Judge, deriving from him life and 
all its enjoyments^ which they hold by the de- 
, pendent tenure of his sovereign will, they 
are bound by. every tie of duty> interest and. 
gra-fitude nnpTicitly to fu\fiYK\s satxe^v^'i^'W^- 
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tions. By obedience to his commands, they 
acknowledge his supreme authority over 
them, and attain that perfection and happi- 
ness for which they were destined. By resist- 
ance to his will, they forfeit that purity 
and bliss which are only to be found in 
the enjoyment of his favour. AVhen we far- 
ther consider man as a fallen creature subject 
to the avenging punishment of his offended 
Judge,we shall be compelled to acknowledge, 
that he can have no hope of forgiveness but 
on those terms and conditions, which God in 
his just and sovereign pleasure may prescribe. 
If then God hath seen fit to dispense his mercy 
and grace through the ordinances of a church 
by communion with which guilty and con- 
demned man is to be restored to virtue and 
happiness — who is he that will resist his will? 
To dispute thepfopriety of his institutiQns, 
to doubt the efficacy of the means which he 
hath established, would be a presumptuous 
contempt of his mfercy and power, a wilful 
rejection of his proffered grace. Contemning 
the means which he hath instituted for our 
salvation, we should aggravate to the deepest 
dye the guilt of rebellion against our Almighty 
Sovereign and Judge; and without any plea 
to extenuate our guilt, we should sink under 
the avenging arm of his justice. 

That, m order to our deliverance from the 
condemnation and wrath which our sins have 
jncurred, and to our restoration to the favour 
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of God, we must humbly and devoutly parti- 
cipate of the ordinances of the church is a 
truth, therefore, which rests on the simple fact,, 
whether God hath instituted these ordinances 
as the means of salyation, the channels of mer- 
cy and grace. To be- folly satisfied of this 
fact, and to be rightly informed in the neces- 
sity, the nature and efficacy of the ordinances 
of the church, deeply concerns us. Our eternal' 
happiness depends on our humble submission* 
to the means and conditions of salvation which* 
God hath prescribed. -And the ordinances of 
the church will appear unnecessary and useless ; 
they will exhibit no claim to our reverence, 
attention, or obedience, unless we regard 
them as instituted by God himself, and ac- 
companied, when duly administered and re- 
ceived, by his efficacious grace and mercy. 

It must be evident, therefore^ that a deep 
conviction of the sacred necessity and inesti- 
mable benefits of the ordinances of the church, 
is necessary to an humble, enlightened, and sub- 
missive participation of them. It will, there- 
fore, be highly usefol and proper, that the 
christian who is engaged in preparing for the 
reception of the Holy Eucharist, the highest 
and most sublime act of christian worship, 
should be deeply impressed with the impor- 
tant truth, that the ordinances of the church 
are appointed by God, and that they are the 
instituted pledges of his mercy ^tvd' W"Wi^- Vij^ 
shwld be deepjy impressed m^ vc^e Ktw^ox- 

R 
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tant truth, that^ by the devout participation of 
them, we preserve our communion with the 
church, for which the Redeemer shed his 
blood 3 and thus become interested^ in the in- 
estimable and eternal blessings of that cove- 
nant of mercy which God hath promulgated 
to a guilty world. When we firmly believe 
that the power of God accompanies the due 
administration of his ordinances ; that through 
them alone we can become united to the Re- 
deemer, and interested in the renovating and 
saving efficacy of his atonement and grace, 
the devout participation of the Holy Eucha- 
rist will appear indispensably necessary to our 
salvation. Its high and awful import, as a 
channel of divii)e mercy and grace, powerfully 
impressed upon our minds, will tend to quicken 
and exalt our reverence, our penitence, our 
faith, our gratitude and love. Turn then, O 
my soul, to the consideration of the humble^ 
but, through the grace and blessing of God, 
powerful means, which he hath instituted for 
thy salvation ! 

That the truths of religion should be com- 
memorated, and its blessings copveyedby exter- 
nal rites, is perfectly agreeable to the nature of 
man. Ilis senses^ are the principal inlets of 
his knowledge ; and through them the most 
powerful, lively, and permanent impressions 
are made on his mind. There is no truth 
which the consideration of human nature, and 
the testimony oi daily ex.pftt\a\iCft.mox^ ^\x^w^^ 
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establishes, than that man is swayed infinitely 
more by his passions than by his reason. By 
the impressive power of external rites and em- 
blems, you gain access to his passions; you 
awaken, you rouse, you guide and control 
them. So powerful is the influence of external 
rites on the mind, that men in all ages have 
had recourse to them to perpetuate the memo- 
ry of great achievements, and to convey, im- 
•press, and preserve the sentiments of religion. 
The nature of man, therefore, required that 
the important truths of religion should be 
impressed on the mind by external emblems 
and rites. By these figurative institutions, spi- 
ritual and abstract truths, which are so diffi- 
cult of apprehension, are clearly and powerful- 
ly conveyed ; the understanding is enlightened ; 
the imagination and the feelings, those powerful 
springs of human iaction, are quickened and 
roused. Ordinances and rites, instituted by God 
himself, as memorials of those exalted dis- 
plays of mercy by which our redemption was 
effected, powerfully serve to confirm our faith, 
to enliven our gratitude, to excite and cherish 
our ardent love. They keep up the constant 
and lively remembrance of the wonderful mer- 
cy and grace of God, and exhibit in the most 
strong and affecting manner, the glorious 
achievements by which our blessed Redeemer 
triumphed over the adversaries of our salvation. 
Wonder not then, O my soul, \Vv^l \Jcv^ SxSv- 
nitel/ wise Creator of the utvvvet^^ ^wiXs^^ c.wx- 
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descend in all his dispensations to tfae world 
to consult the nature of man, and to institute 
ordinances as memorials of his love, and ^Aoft- 
nels of his mercy and grace ! Even in -that 
exalted state of primitive purity and perfec- 
ition^ where the ever blessed Jehovati vouch- 
safed to hold immediate converse with the fa- 
voured parents of our race, figurative enfiblemft 
were instituted to remind them of their Avi\y^ 
to .Qonvey and recal to them their glorious pri- 
Afifeges and hopes. 1*he tree of the inowle^t 
j^ good and evil constantly recalled to them ^the 
^It^tion of obedience to the infinite And so- 
yecei|[n Author of their .'beiqg, ami of all tfaek 
jpsercies ; and powerfully impressed on their 
.awakened remembrance the awful penal^ of 
.contemning the commands of their almighty 
Xavvglver and Judge. The tree -cfiife, to 
which they had constant access, was the seal 
land pledge of that immortality w^hioh was to 
be the glorious reward of their obedience. 
After the fall had involved them in the la- 
mentable curse of transgression, bad stripped 
them of their exalted purity and glory, and 
rendered them obnoxious to the wrath of God, 
the hope of mercy was lighted up in thek 
minds by the institution of sacrificeSy which 
their offended God made the channels to his 
favour. AS^hile the shaddiiitg 0f the blood of 
beasts on the altar awakened ip the sou] of 
fallen man the recollection of liHS guilt Which 
required expialioia^ k cam^4 iost^wct^ V\a \^^ 
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fill View to the promised victim, the infinite 
efficacy of whose blood would wash away the 
foul stain of sin. When, in the farther unfold- 
ing of that plan of redemption which was ta 
be finally consummated in the glorious pro- 
mulgation of the gospel, God chose a particu- 
lar ramily and nation to be the repositories of. 
his will, and the heirs of his promises ; the 
rite of circumcision was instituted to be both a 
lively memorial of duty and a pledge of the di- 
vine favour. Take a view of the Jewish law, 
and you will find that its numerous, significant, . 
and splendid rites were the instituted means 
by wi>ich the. people of Israel maintained 
their communion with God, gratefully com- 
memorated the deliverances which his Al- 
mighty arm wrought for them, and laid their 
cldim to his blessing and everlasting favour. 
When He, the glorious seed of the woman, 
whose promised appearance kindled the first 
gleanci of hope which illumined the souls of 
the wretched parents of our race after ^their 
rel)ellion against God-— He, whose joyful day 
the fathers beheld and were glad— when He, 
to whom all the prophets and the law bore 
witness, appeared, to complete the work of re- 
demption, by the shedding of his blood;. the 
same plan of Divine Pfovidence which had 
distinguished the preceding dispensations was 
still preserved. Through the channel of riles 
and ordinances were the mercy awd ^'^^^ ^V 
Qod to be conveyed ; by.lVvtmvi^'t^-'^^ ^^' 

R2 
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rious achievements to be commemorated by 
which our redemption was effected. A church 
was instituted, which was to be the 'repository 
of the laws^ of the mercy and grace of God.— 
Destined to be everlasting in its duration, it was 
the promise of the Divine Founder of the 
church, that the gates of hell should not pre- 
vail against it. Officers were appointed to 
rule it ; to administer its ordinances ; to con- 
duct its worship; to enact its la ws ;. to exe- 
cute its discipline — and, with them, succesr 
sively deriving their power from him, the Re- 
deemer promised to be " alway, even to the 
end of the world." Into this church, the 
" body " which derives life, strength, and sal- 
vation from Christ its head, baptism was insti- 
tuted as the sacred rite of admission. In this 
regenerating ordinance, fallen man is bom 
again from a state of condemnation into a state 
of grace; he obtains a title to the presence of 
tlie Holy Spirit, to the forgiveness of sins, to all 
those precious and immortal blessings which 
the blood of Christ purchased. The humble 
christian, who, by actual repentance, by lively 
faith, and holy obedience, fulfils his baptismal 
engagements, is invested in the holy rite of 
cor\firmation with all those spiritual privileges 
and blessings which baptism conditionally con- 
ferred,, with the manifold and strengthening 
gifts of the Holy Ghost, * In the hallowed 
%/Qorship of tlie sanctuary, he maintains that 
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s&cred intercourse with heaven by which hU 
faith is confirmed, his love quickened, his re- 
solutions of obedience strengthened, his soul 
prepared for the iexalted and blissful services 
of the church and temple of God eternal in the 
heavens. By that powerful grace which ac- 
companies the^preaching of the zvordj the ter- 
rors of the law are fastened on the hearts of 
the secure and careless ; the cheering promises 
of mercy applied to the trembling conscience 
of the penitent ; divine light, consolation, and 
triumph poured upon the path which conducts 
the christian to immortal blessedness and glp- 
ry. In that most sublime and exalted ordi- 
nance, the Holy Eucharist, are concentred all 
the blessings of the Redeemer's mercy, and the 
almighty energies of his grace and love. la 
the participation of it, the humble and devout 
believer offers unto God the acceptable sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving for the infinite mercies of 
redemption. He becomes united to his Saviour, 
in the bonds of the everlasting covenant. The 
pardon of his sins, the renovating and consol- 
ing guidance of divine grace, the love and fa* 
vour of his reconciled Father and God, a title 
to immortal felicity and glory, are conveyed 
and sealed to him by the body and blood of 
Christ, of which, under lively emblems, he 
gratefully and triumphantly partakes. 

Behold then, O my soul,, the same glorious* ■ 

filan distinguishing all the divine dispensations I 
t hath pleased the Sovereigyv Lo\4 ^^l^^^^v-^ 
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verse uniformly to dispense his mercy and 
grace through the channel of ordinances and 
rites, instituted as the means and 'pledges of 
salvation. Humble and insignificant to the 
eye of sense, to the proud and presumptuous 
mind, may appear the rites which Jehovah 
makes the pledges of his mercy, the eflectuad 
means of redemption to his rallen creatures. 
But faith will discern in them the power of the 
most high Grod, whose ways are not as our 
ways ; who, both in tiature and in gracey ac« 
complishes the most stupendoius objects by the 
most humble instruments; and who more il- 
lustriously magnifies his power and confounds 
the pride of man, in proportion to the natural 
weakness and imperfection of the agents who 
carry on and effect the purposes of his sove- 
reign will. 

The holy sacraments of the church advance 
our salvation, not only by their natural tenden- 
cy to cherish faith, gratitude, penitence, lave, 
and every other divine virtue, but by the re- 
freshing grace and mercy y/h\ch they convey 
to those who receive them worthily. They 
are not merely lively and affecting memorials, 
calculated to impress on the mind the interest- 
ing truths of redemption, and to display, by 
significant emblems, the exalted glories and 
triumphs of redeeming love. But they are in- 
stituted by God as pledges of his grace and 
mercy, as channels to convey to degenerate 
man spiritual blessings aixd pxW\\^5p^> w^^s^- 
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rily to be obtained in no other way. The 
sprinklmg of the body by water, is a significant 
emblem of our natural guilt and pollution, and 
of the spiritual purification which we must un- 
dergo. Bread broken and' wine poured out, 
may be considered as lively symbols of the su^ 
Terings and death of the Saviour, in remem- 
brance of whom we eat the bread and drink 
the wine. The Sacraments of Baptism and 
•the Lard's Supper, considered in this single 
^int of view, as memorials or emblems of the 
iHrost interesting spiritual truths, -are calculated 
to ^produce the most important instruction and 
consolation. But their value and importance 
-rise 'beyond all comparison, when weregard 
/them further as the instituted means ^nd pledges 
jof all'the blessings of salvation. Wherever the 
^gospel is promulgated, the only mode throu^ 
.which we can be admitted into covenant with 
-God, the only mode by which we can obtain 
a title to those blessings and privileges which 
Christ has purchased tor his mystical body the 
church, is the sacrament of Baptism, The 
only mode by which we can become interest- 
ed in the merits of the Saviour's death and pas- 
sion, by which the guilt of sin can be remov- 
ed, and its power subdued in our hearts ; the 
only mode by which our perishing natures can 
derive! the divine blessing of immortal glory, is 
'the participation of the body and blood of 
Christ in the Hob/ Eucharist. Repentance^ 
^ith, and obedience, .w'i\l.ivo\» «il \Js\fi5as^H^> 
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be effectual to our salvation. The holy sacra* 
ments are the instituted means by which God 
conveys to the penitent and faithful those spi- 
ritual and immortal blessings, for which fe- 
peniancc, faith and obedience are indeed nc^ 
cessary qualifications. " Repent, and be bap- 
Used for the remission of sins." " Except y^eat 
the /lesh of the son of man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you." We may sincerely re- 
pent of our sins; we may heartily believe the 
gospel ; we may walk in the paths of holy obe- 
oience ; but until we enter into covenant with 
God by Baptism, and, ratifying our vows of 
allegiance and duty at the holy sacrament of 
the Supper, commemorate the meritorious sa- 
crifice of Christ, we cannot assert any claim to 
salvation. We possess the necessary qualifi- 
cations for it — but it is solemnly and fonnalbf 
conveyed to us only in Baptism and the Lord*s 
Supper. These are the only means by which 
we receive the inestimable blessings of redemp- 
tion — the only pledges by which they are as' 
sured to us. 



THE PRAYER. 

O ALMIGHTY GOD ! who in diy wise Provi- 
dence hast appointed ordinances to be the memorials of . 
thy love, and the pledges and channels of thy grace and 
mercy to a fallen world ; teach me humbly to adore 
tftj jfovereign will) and reverently to submit to tlqr |h^ 
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ttitutions. Ever cherishing a profound sense of thy 
Almighty power, and of my own weakness, guilt, and . 
dependence, may I repress the pride and arrogance 
which would lead me presumptuously to arraign thy 
dispensations, or to neglect and contemn the instituted 
tneans of salvation. Thy infinite condescention and 
goodness, O God, in setting forth and conveying by 
ordinances and rites the blessings of salvation, demand 
my sincere andJUvely acknowledgment and gratitude* 
May I devoutly bkss and magnify thy name, that, by 
lively symbols addressing and engaging my senses, thou 
dost powerfully impress on my underatanding the awful, 
sublime, and sheeting mysteries of my redemption, and 
dost awaken my imagination and feelings, die ardent af- 
fections of my soul in thy love and service. Ever mind- 
ful that thy Almighty power can give efficacy to the 
most weak and humble instruments, may I discern, by 
the eye of faith, under the outward and visihk signs of 
thy holy sacraments, the inward and spiritual grace 
which tliey signify and are designed to convey. Save me, 
O God, from the guilt and presumption of endeavour- 
ing to separate what thou hast inviolably connected ; 
of presuming to claim thy grace and mercy, while I 
neglect or contemn the means and pledges by which 
alone they are conveyed and assured to me. To the 
holy sacraments and ordinances of thy church, may I 
ever have recourse, as the divine seals by which thy 
mercy is conveyed to my soul — ^the hallowed channels 
by which quickening, purifying and refreshing streams 
flow from the eternal fountain of thy grace. And 
while I thus reverence thy holy ordinances, and by 
steadfastly and constandy partaking of them, keep up 
my communion with thee, my God ; may I ever re- 
member that their divine and inestimable blessings are 
effectually and fully conveyed only to the humble^ the 
penitent^ and the faithful. TeaeYv XEie^ ^etttVst^j, ^^ 
I JSodf seduloasly and earnestly to c\i«\Ai^Q!^^ &?i\Bfc 
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virtues of humifinr, of penitence, and of frit 
which akme I can be a wordiy partaker of tfay 
ordinances, and eiq^ect to receive in them the ; 
and refirshing* connnunicadons of thy grace and 
O be thou pleased ever to guide and ud me i 
preparation for thy holy ordinances. Let thy pn 
ing grace quicken my penitence, confirm my 
and awaken my gratitude and love ; that thus pari 
of thy ordinances under a lively sense of my u 
thiness, and with earnest desires for thy grac 
' mercy, they may seal to my soul the blessings < 

I demption, and reinstate me in thy everiasung Un 

favour. Hear me in these my humble supplies 
O merciful God; and grant that the ordinanc 
thy diurch, quickening and establishing in my sc 
lestial graces and virtues, may prepare me for a 
sion into thy heavenly kingdom, where my sou 
drink at the fountain of immortal pleasure, and 
tisfied with the fulness of glory and bliss, th 
Jesus Christ my Mediator and Redeemer. — A9 

'f {Then add your usual Morning Devotion*:'] 
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MEDITATION. 

THE MODE BT WHICH AUTHORITT TO ADMINISTE; 
SACRAMENTS IS TO BE DERIVED FROM CHRIS' 
DIVINE HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 

CONSIDERING t\ve a^cT^m^xv\.s ^• 
and pledges of divine grace ^tv^ m^xc^ / 
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be evident, that their efficacy depends not on 
any inherent virtue^ but on the pozver of God 
which accompanies them. Hence results the 
important truth, that, in order to be effectual, to 
be acknowledged by God, and accompanied by 
his power, they must be administered by those 
who have received a commission for the pur- 
pose from him. It is of the utmost impor- 
tance, therefore, to ascertain with whom God 
has vested authority to administer those sacra- 
ments, which derive all their efficacy from be- 
ineadministered according to his appointment. 
The Son of God, as the redeemer of man- 
kind, was constituted, by his Almighty Father, 
the " head of the church/' To him, as the 
King and Ruler of this spiritual kingdom, 
**all power was given in heaven and in earth," 
From him, therefore, must emanate all autho- 
rity in the church. The fanatic or enthusiast, 
who, invading any of the ministerial functions, 
impiously pretends that he has received imme^ 
diately from God a divine commission, cannot 
surely claim the acknowledgment or confi- 
dence of mankind ; unless, like the apostles, 
he proves, by the exercise of miraadous power, 
that God is indeed with him. Every claim to 
the ministerial function, in the present day, 
founded on an immediate commission from 
God, must be rejected as false and impious. 
There remains, therefore, no way in which 
spiritual authority can be derived feoxsv ^^XSv- 
vme Head of the churc\\> but \>cvtow^ <^^ 
► S 
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agency of a set of men originally deriving their 
authority from Christ, and successively trans- 
mitting it " to the end of the world." 

In inquiring concerning the constitution of 
the Christian priesthood, we would certainly 
be authorized in supposing that, in its orders, 
it would resemble the Jewish priesthood. — 
The Christian dispensation was only the glo- 
rious developement and consummation of that 
divine system of grace and mercy, the out- 
lines of which had been traced out in the types 
and shadows of the Jewish ritual. As the 
ty{>es and shadows of the law were not abolish- 
ed, but all gloriously fulfilled in the Saviour, 
and in the ordinances of his spiritual kingdom ; 
the presumption surely is not unwarrantable, 
that the Christian priesthood would be the 
completion and perfection of the Jewish ; and 
that, as the latter subsisted under the three or- 
ders of High-priest, Priests, and Levites, so 
the former would be constituted under three 
orders resembling these. Accordingly, the 
notion was universally prevalent among the 
primitive Fathers, that the orders of Bishops, 
Priests, and Deacons in the Christian church, 
were instituted in conformity to the three or- 
ders of the priesthood in the Jewish church. 

That Christ transferred all spiritual power 

in the cliurch to the apostles, is evident from 

the commission which he gave them. " As 

my Father sent me, even so send I you." The 

Father sent him the PropHct> >l\\^ Pvie^i^ ^sA 
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Ruler of the church. The apostles, therefore, 
were commissioned to be the Prophets^ the 
Priests^ and the Governors of the church. — 
tik^t this commission was not temporary, and 
to die with the apostles; but, on the contrary, 
was to be perpetuated in the church, is evi- 
dent from the concluding words of the com- 
mission : ** Lo ! I am with you alway, even 
to the end of the zvorld.*^ The apostles and 
their successors, theTefore, were commissioned 
to promulgate the terms of salvation, to teach, 
and enforce its doctrines and duties. They 
were also commissioned to intercede for and 
bless the people, and to present in the Holy 
Eucharist the commemorative sacrifice of the 
death of Christ. They were further com* 
missioned to govern the church, to admit into 
and to exclude from its communion, to enact 
its laws, and to administer its discipline. And 
this authority was to be transmitted in the 
church " alway even to the end of the world." 
Whether the priesthood vested with these Ij|gh 
and spiritual powers was to subsist under only 
cne order, or under several orders, with pow- 
ers in some respects distinct and expropriate, 
is a question which the practice of the apostles, 
who were appointed by Chri^to constitute 
the church, can certainly best determine. — 
That the apostles ordained Elders and Deacons 
in the different churcheS|j^ and vested them 
with certain ministerial powers, will readily h^ 
Mdmhted. And that there vj^^ ^.^ o\^^^ «s^- 
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stituted superior to these, with the exclusive 
power of ordaining to the ministry^ is a feet 
equally undeniable. In Ephesus certamly, 
and most probably in Crete, Eldei^s were at an 
early period appointed*. Afterwards Paul 
commissioned Timothy and Titus, and sent 
them to those places for the express purpose 
of ordaining elders in every city f . Was not 
this commission an absurd and useless one^ if 
the elders in those places possessed the power 
of ordination ? Even allowing that the con- 
cnrrence of the elders was necessary in OFdain!>* 
ing to the ministry and governing the church, 
the commission given to Timothy and Titus 
certainly proves, that the supreme povrer was 
vested in them ; and that, without them, pow- 
er in the church could not be legitimately ex- 
ercised. That the priesthood, therefore^ was 
constituted under three orders; and that to the 
first order belonged the power of ordaining 
to the ministry, and of thus perpetuating the 
priesthood through all ages at the church, are 
facts established by the testimony of Scripture. 
That these orders are not norv distinguished by 
the same na7nes by which they were designat- 
ed during the age of the apostles; that the 
name of Bisliep, now applied to the ^first or* 
der, is frequently, in the sacred writings, appli- 
ed to the second order, are points unworthy of a 
moment's attention in this important inquiry. 
By the clear evidence of Scripture fad, the 

"Acts, XX. 17, 2S. \lT\m,^.'3a. -ISscs^v^. 
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^division of thechristian priesthood into three or- 
ders ; the appropriation of the power of ordi- 
nation to the,;fr^/ order, thus constituted the 
only legitimate channel of conveying the Di- 
vine Commission necessary to the exercise of 
the ministry, may be satisfactorily proved. — 
The changes which may have taken place in 
the wflw^j by which these orders have been de- 
signated, cannot affect the distinction of office 
and power amon^ them. 

But if it should be conceived, that the 
Scripture testimony on this important subject 
is in any respect dubious or equivocal, where 
m^ we seek for satisfactory light and infor- 
. mation ? Certainly in the faith and practice of 
the primitive church. These, undoubtedly, 
gfforfl the clearesit and best light by which to 
elucidate and establish the meaning of Scrip- 
ture in parts which admit of doubt and con- 
troversy. Founded, as the primitive church 
was, by the inspired apostles; and drinking, as 
its venerable fathers did, at the sacred source 
of divine truth and knowledge, it is scarcely 
possible that we can err, if we take its univer- 
sal faith and usage as tlie standard by which to 
interpret the sacred writings. To trust, ii). 
deed, to the single testimony of any one father 
of the church ; or to embrace his speculative 
opinions or interpretations of Scripture, would 
be blindly and indiscreetly to take as our guides 
imperfect and fajlible men. But, though. li- 
able to error in judgment 5^ tSae ^i\mvC\N^Sa:^^ 
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must be revered as men of exalted pictf 
and integrity. As witnesses to matters offacty 
to the doctrines which were universally receiv- 
ed, and to the usages which universally pre- 
vailed in the church, their testimony is inva- 
luable ; and, in all controverted points, should 
be decisive. AVhenever we find the primitive 
fathers concur in testifying that any doctrine or 
usage was universally received in the church 
as of Divine authority and institution — to 
doubt or reject their testimony would be at 
once to relinquish the very foundations of the 
christian faith. For their testimony is necessa- 
ry to establish the canon of Scripture ; to prove 
that the books which we now receive as in- 
spired books, were revered and received as 
such in the apostolic and primitive age. To the 
primitive fathers, therefore, we may safely re- 
cur for information in regard to the goveiiiment 
of the church, and the orders of the priesthood. 
As these were matters of fact ^ it is not possi- 
ble that the primitive fathers could err in re- 
gard to them : and since they were men of un-. 
doubted piety and integrity, they would not 
attempt to deceive. It may confidently be 
asserted, that the testimony of the primitive 
fathers is not more clear and decisive, in re- 
gard to the genuineness and authenticity of 
the books of the sacred volume, than in regard 
to ih^ facts — that the priejsthood was instituted 
by Christ and his apostles', under three difiinct 
and subordinate orders \ that these orders, re^ 
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tatning uniformly the same distinct ecclesiasti- 
cal authority, were first stiled Apostles — Bi- 
shops Presbyters or Elders — and Deacons, and 
afterwards Bishops — Presbyters Priests or EJl- 
ders — ^and Deacons ; that no one could lawfully 
exercise the ministry, unless ordained by a Bi- 
shop ; and that, through the order of Bishops, 
as successors to the apostles, the priesthood 
was to be perpetuated, and all power to be 
derived from Christ, the supreme head of the 
church. It is conceded by those who, 
within these few last centuries, have advanced 
the novel opinion of the original parity of the 
orders of the ministry, that bishops were uni- 
versally considered in the fourth century as su- 
perior to presbyters and deacons. It^is unfor- 
tunate for them, when they maintain, that the 
supremacy of bishops was an innovation on the 
apostolic constitution of the church, that no 
vestiges can be traced of a revolution which 
must have shaken the foundations of the church; 
that no record can be found of this daring usur- 
pation of authority, by a few ambitious presby- 
ters, over the rest of their brethren ; and that 
there are scarcely any two of those who,assert: 
this usurpation, who agree as to the time when 
k took place. Is not the conclusion irresistible 
and irrefragable, that, if the church universal, . 
from the third to the sixteenth century, was 
governed by bishops, as superior to presbyters 
and {/^ac?o;z5w-and if no period can be ascer- 
tained when this govemmtxiX. v*.%.%S3aXt5>^isx^:^^ 
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into the churchy it must h^ traced tp flpostoli^ 
institution, and of course rest op Divinf w-r 
t/iority ? 

This discussion is of the highest importance 
to him who is preparing for receiving the Hor 
}y Eucharist. Tor the important truth resi^lti 
from it, that none can possess authority to.adr 
minister the sacraments but those who have rtr 
ceived a commission from the bishops, oi the 
church. It must be essential, t^ierefore^ to th^ 
efficacy of the Lord's Supper, as a means aii^ 
pledge of Divine grace, that it be administered 
by those who have received lawful avUbority 
to administer it. 

To this statement, which makes, the bles- 
sings of the gospel to depend on communion 
with the church by the participation of its 
ordinances administered by duly authorized 
ministers, the formidable objection may be op- 
posed, that it is narrowing the path qf salvation. 
But if a solicitude be commendable to prevent 
the path of salvation from being unduly nar- 
rowed and confined j the solicitude to prevent 
it from being made more wide and easy than 
God has made it, is surely also commendabje. 
To undervalue or remove those institutions 
which God hath rendered necessary to salva- 
tion, is to contemn his authority and power, 
and in the highest degree to endanger the souls 
of men. It is an unauthorized, a criminal, 
a cruel charity^ which would present salva- 
tion to men, stripped of tbos^ conditions on 
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which alone it is attainable. Real charity, the 
charity which most effectually promotes the wel- 
fare of men, would lead us faithfully to point out 
the conditions on which God will restore fallen 
man to his favour ; and then earnestly and af-r 
fectionately to enforce these conditions. In 
the inscrutable plan of Divine Providence 
as it has hitherto been unfolded, every dis- 
pensation of his ^race has been corifined to a 
part only of mankmd. Did he not call Abra- 
ham and his family from a corrupt world to 
be the distinguished repositories of his will, 
bis blcssine, and favour ? Were not the Jews 
separated firom the rest of the world, to be his 
chosen people, to whom " pertained the adop^ 
tion and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises ?" Are not Christians now called 
from the rest of the world to be " a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a peculiar 
people," blessed with the glorious light of the 
gospel, with the consoling and renovating effi- 
cacy of the Redeemer's merits and grace, with 
the resplendent hopes of immortality ? In thus 
distinguishing particular portions of the hu- 
man race with his peculiar favours, God " acts 
according to the counsel of his own will ;" 
^^ he giveth not to man an account of his do- 
ings ; he asserts the power of the potter over 
his clay, *' to create one vessel to honour, and 
another to dishonour." As the Almighty Cre* 
ator of the worlds God m^^ ^\%\\^V3^^ Nsv^ 
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favours to mffiKind according to his soveieira 
pleasure. And when he finally detennines the 
destinies of men, according to the improve- 
ment which they have made of the privileges 
conferred upon them, it can be no imputatioiii 
on his justice or goodness that he distinj^uiuitr 
with peculiar favours particular portions of the 
human race, and renders them capable of 
higher bliss in a future state of existence.— 
To suppose that the Patriarchs on whom shone 
the peculiar blessings of heaven ; that the fa* 
voured nation of the Israelites, to whom the 
law was given in its divine majesty and lustre ^ 
and that Christians under the luminous and 
glorious dispensation of the gospel, were not 
rendered capable of higher degrees of virtue 
and happiness than the rest of mankind, would 
be to strip the favour and grace of God of theiiP 
value and efficacy ; and to render futile and 
contemptible the ordinances which he has ap- 
pointed as the means of communion with him. 
The Judge of the whole earth indeed will 
do right. The grace of God quickens and 
animates all the degenerate children of Adam. 
The mercy of the Saviour is co-extensive with 
the ruin into which sin has plunged mankind. 
And *^ in every nation he that feareth God and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted of him." 
But where the gospel is proclaimed, commu« 
nion with the church by the participation of 
its ordinances at the hands of the duly author- 
/zed priesthood i is t\\e mdv^^^ws^\A^ cowditioa 
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of salvation. Separation fro^IPe prescribed 
government and regular priesthood of the 
church, when' it proceeds from involuntary 
and unavoidable ignorance or error ^ we have 
reason to trust, will not intercept, from the 
humble, the penitent, and obedient, the bles- 
sings of God's favour. But when we humbly 
submit to that priesthood which Christ and his 
apostles constituted ; when, in the lively ex- 
ercise of penitence and faith, we partake of 
the ordinances administered by them, we 
maintain our communion with that church 
which the Redeemer purifies by his blood, 
which he quickens by his spirit, and whose 
faithful members he will finally crown with 
the most exalted glories of his heavenly king- 
dom. The important truth which the univer- 
sal church has uniformly maintained, that, to 
experience the full and exalted eflicacy of the 
sacraments, we must receive them from a va- 
lid authority, is not inconsistent with that cha- 
rity which extends mercy to all who labour 
under involuntary error. But great is the 
guih, and imminent the danger, of those, who, 
possessing the means of arriving at the know- 
. ledge of the truth, negligently or wilfully con- 
tinue in a state of separation from the author- 
ized ministry of the church, and participate o\ 
ordinances administered by an irregular am 
invalid authority. Wilfully rending the peac# 
and unity of the church, by separating from th 
ministrations of its autV\ot\zedi ^\Vis\w^^^\^ 
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stinately co^^ining the means which God 
in his sovereign pleasure hath prescribed foe 
their salvation, they are guilty of rebeliioa 
against their Almighty Lawgiver and Judge $ 
they expose themselves to the awful displea^ 
sure of that Almighty Jehovah, who will not 
permit his institutions to be contemned, or his 
authority violated, with impunity. 

Let it be, therefore, thy supreme care, O my 
soul, to receive the blessed sacrament of the 
body and blood of thy Saviour, only from the 
hands of those who derive their authority by 
regular transmission from Christ, the supreme 
and divine head of the church, the only legiti- 
mate source of power in it. Thou wilt then 
enjoy the assurance, that this holy sacrament, 
which derives all its efficacy from the accom- 
panying power of Christ, administered by those 
to whom he hath given his commission and 
authority, will be acknowledged and blessed 
by him to thy comfort and salvation ; will, 
if humbly and ^devoutly received by thee, be 
the sacred mean and pledge of his pardoning 
mercy and strengthening grace. By preserv- 
ing thy communion with the authorized priest- 
hood ; by revering that ministerial authority, 
and submitting to those sacred institutions 
which thy Saviour established, thou wilt main- 
tain the unity of the chuixh; and thus fulfil the 
high injunction of the Saviour and his apostles 
often repeated and earnestly enforced. The 
humble and obedient mem>oet o^ \v\^ oJwsw^ 
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on earthy thou wilt finally be aMRced to those 
glorious rewards which he hath prepared, in 
the church triumphant, for all the devout and 
faithful members of his mystical body. 

Deplorable, indeed, in this degenerate day, 
is the state of the church, where sect ariseth 
against sect, and altar against altar; where 
the apostolic government and priesthood are 
invaded aud violated ; ordinances administered 
by invalid authority, and thus stripped of their 
efficacy ; and that sacred "body" which should 
be " one " with its divine " head ** rent and di- 
vided by numberless schisms. Let it be the 
subject of thy earnest prayers to God, that, by 
shedding on the church the divine spirit of 
peace and concord, he would heal the divi- 
sions that now deface her glory. Let it be the 
object of thy earnest solicitude and exertions 
to restore all who profess themselves Chris- 
tians to that apostolic government and priest- 
hood, which were so long the inviolable glory 
of the universal church. The church would 
then shine forth, as she did in the primitive 
ages, in the splendid garments of glory and 
beauty ; and, attracting the nations within her 
spiritual fold, would become a praise through- 
out the earth. " Jerusalem would be as a city 
that is at unity \i\ itself. Thither the tribes 
would go up, ev/n the tribes of the Lord, to 
testify unto Israel, and to ^ive thanks unto the 
name of the Lord." Christians, commvxKxvvvsf^ 
with the authorized mimstei^ o^ >^^ iJeis»^' 

T 
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by the partiiJ^Hion of the sacraments and or-^ 
dinances duly administered by.them, would be 
united " as one fold under one shepherd ;" 
from their divine head they would derive life, 
strength and salvation ; .partaking at the same 
hallowed altar of the sacred body and blood 
of their Saviour, they would be nourished and 
prepared for the transcendent and eternal bliss 
pf the. church. triumphant in heaven. 



THE PRAYER. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God ! who hast 

*' built thy church upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone ;" teach me ever to bear in mind, that in 
thy wise and sovereign Providence thou hast made 
this church, tlie only channel through which thy cove^ 
nanted mercies are conveyed to a fallen world* Bles- 
sed be thy name, that thou hast called me into a state 
of salvation; and, through the sacrament of bap- 
tism, conferred on me a ttle to the spiritual and ex- 
alted privileges of thy holy church. Impress on me 
the awful guilt and danger of forfeiting, by disobedi- 
ence, by impenitence, or by neglect of thy holy ordi- 
nances, my title to the inestimable privileges of my 
Christian vocation. In the exercise of lively peiutence 
^d faith, may I humbly and thankfully partake of the 
ordinances of thy church ; and thus maintaining my 
communion witli it, derive from Jesus, its divine head, 
pardon, grace, consolation, triumph, everlasting glory. 
May 1 ever value, above all worldly distinctions and 
jpleasuresj the inestimable pnv\le^eol>o€vcv^^\€i^\S!fcct 
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of thy church ; and of thus having^'lScess to the infi- 
mte fountain of thy grace and. mercy, thy everlastinir 
love. Instead of vainly and presumptuously arraign- 
ing thy sovereign institutions, may I gratefuUy ^d 
humbly adore thee, that, by the ordinances of thy 
il, V*^''" '^'"'^ vouchsafe to confer upon me the im- 
forfSd!^'''"^' '^^'''^' ''''^"Sh transgression, I had. 

I bless thee, O God^^iho*-*^-— 'Ts:^'^"!^^ 
thy rhvi^^oi.^ — L.^x » ni irf Tr aivine commission tor the 

exercise of spiritual powers, thou hast made fuU and 
effectual provision for the administration of her sacra- 
ments and discipline, for her peace, her order, hep 
imity and glory. Almighty God^ " th^ giver ^ 
all good gifts, wlio, of thy divine Providence, hast 
appointed divers orders in thy church, give thy grace, 
I humbly beseech thee, to all those who are call- 
ed to any office and administration in the same ; and 
so replenish them with the truth of thy doctrine, and 
endue them with innocency of life, that they may 
faithfully serve before thee to the g^ory of diy great 
name, and the benefit of thy holy church."" Blessed 
Jesus ! the Divine Head and Redeemer of thy n^ysti- 
cal body the church ; who dost possess " all powfer in 
heaven and in earth ;" may " the course of this world 
be so peaceably ordered by thy governance, that thy 
church may evermore serve thee in peace and quiet- 
ness.*' " Clothe thy priests with salvation, that thy 
people may rejoice." Thy servants, the Bishops, in 
whom is vested, through thy mercy, the power of per- 
petuating in thy church, " to the end of the world," 
the divine authority of the priesthood, evermore guide < '. 
and bless by thy heavenly grace ; " that they may lay '^^' 
hands suddenly on no man, but faithfully and wiselV 
•nake choice of fit persons to serve in the sacred mi- 
nisti; ^f ^j^^ j^QJ^ church." To them^ ssn^^II^s.^.^ 
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:Jl other miiustere, the Preshytere and Deacons who 
scni- in thv holy sanctuan-, give thy" heave Jr baa^- 
diction ; tha^ both by their hfe »«"i doctrine, thevm^ 
r.et lorth thy true and lively word, andnghtly a»d 
.luly administer thy holy sacraments. ^,^f\'T' 
thv unworthy servant, shed, O merciful God, thy hca, 
vJnly eracc I that, by dcvoudy «tt^"?mg on Ae inims. 
-.rj-ticns of thv priesthood, I may contmue m the unity oi 
mircy and ^i d56|kS&ed_and ^trengtWd^ 

CCS, may serve thee in hohness and righteousness sD 
the days of my life, and finally be a partaker of the 
jjlory and felicity of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Alnucrhty God! have mercy upon thy holy church, 



Store liLT ill the beautv of holiness ; imite in her com- 
inniiion i\\\ ihoj^e wlio call upon thy nan^e ; may they 
rv AcrciK'c ihy power in the persons of the servants of 
thy sancuiary ; and endeavour to keep the unity of the 
.'.j)irit in tho l)ond of peace. May the lamp of tnith 
in thy holy sanctuary ever bum clear and steady, and 
tlif'])L'rsi' lijc mibts of heresy and error. May the altar 
of llu" saiu tuary ever be pressed by devout and holy 
j;»icsts. May the whole of thy dispersed sheep, bles- 
sed Jf 3US, l)c fjronght home to thy flock, and united in 
one fol'J ui>dcr thee, the Great Shepherd and Bishop 
of tlu ir souls, who livest and reignest with the Father 
;nu] ibc IIolv Ghost, for ever and ever. — AMEN. 

['/'//.'•// add your umul Evening Da^utions*'] 



Sunday Morning. 



MEDITATION. 

THE DISPOSITIONS .WITH WHICH THE COMMUNICANT 
SHOULD ADVANCE TO THE ALTAU.. 

V 

THOU hast now reviewed, Omy soul !,thy 
spiritual character, privileges, and hopcs.^ — 
Thou hast sought to fay the foundation of thy 
preparation for the Holy Eucharist, where, 
indeed, the foundation of thy spiritual life 
should be laid, in a deep conviction of thy 
fallen and condemned state. Awakened to a 
sense of thy guilt and unworthiness, thou hast 
humbled th^elf before the throne of God, in 
the deep exCTcises of repentance ; and, having 
devoted thyself with renewed ardour to his 
service, hast implored the renovating and 
quickening succours of his grace, to enable 
tnee to serve him in newness of life. Deeply 
sensible of thy need of the cleansing blood, 
and renovating grace of a Saviour, thou hast 
sought to secure an interest in his merits and 
favour, by lively faith in him ; and hast ac- 
knowledged him, in all his gracious and exalt- 
ed offices, as the Eternal Son of the Father, 
thy Prophet, thy Priest, .and King, WkK \.W 
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demnation, if^ with a heart unsubdued aad 
impenitent, with cold and unhallowed affec- 
tions, I approach the altar where the Saviour is 
exhibited, sustaining the inflictions of his Fa- 
ther's wrath, and expiating my enormous and 
aggravated guilt. 

Tremble, lukewarm and impenitent soul I 
lest the symbols of the body and blood of that 
Redeemer, to whose astonishing love thou art 
insensible, instead of proving the endearing 
pledges of divine favour, seal the sentence of 
eternal condemnation on thy ingratitude and 
contempt. Tremble, impenitent and unmor- 
tified soul ! lest the sacred memorials of the 
Saviour's love, which convey pardon and peace 
to the penitent, invoke on thy guilt and pre- 
sumption the avenging curse of heaven — 
Tremble, lest the body and blood of thy Re- 
deemer designed to exalt thee to glory, should 
be made, through thy presumption and impye- 
nitence, the fatal seals of thy misery and con- 
demnation. Yes ! the altar displays only ter- 
ror and wrath to the impenitent. But, to the 
contrite and humble spirit, who is oppressed 
by the anxious apprehension, that she does not 
yet possess that lively contrition, and fervent af- 
fection, which vtrould render her worthy to par- 
take of the Supper of the Lord — to her, the altar 
breathes the persuasive and consoling accents^ 
of mercy and love. The very fears that op- 
press thee, timid and doubting penitent, are 
the strongest proofs of av\ eK<\uisite sensibiKty 
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to the claims of thy Saviour's love ; they are 
the best evidence that thoa dost possess that 
meek, humble, and contrite spirit, which it is 
the Saviour's office and delight to sooth and 
comfort. 

Behold then, my soul, in the sufferings and 
death of Christ commemorated on the altar, 
both an exhibition of the inflexible indigna- 
tion of God against sin, and of the infinite 
compassion of the Son of God, in offering 
himself up an all-sufficient victim to turn from 
thee the wrath of heaven. Let this view enkin- 
dle a holy solicitude, to escape "the penalties 
due to thy sins — a lively and ingenuous sorrow 
for their baseness and enormity. Humbled 
at the feet of the Saviour, confess, lament, and 
•renounce the sins which occasioned his suffer- 
ings — lay them on the aJtar of his love — they 
shall be blotted out for ever by his precious 
blood, which taketh away the sins of the 
•world. 

Receive the symbols of the Saviour's suffer- 
• ing and death with lively grafittfde. 

This hallowed ordinance, by forcibly dis- 
playing the agonizing sufferings of the Saviour, 
serves to excite the most Kvely sense of his in- 
finite love. Sufferings and agony inconceiv- 
«le tbe-Son of God resolutely and cheerfully 
countered, to redeem the wretched race of 
man. From the manger at Bethlehem to the 
hiVl of Calvary, poverty, contumely -^ ^cc^ves.^ 
persecution^ Jike indignant w^n^s^^^^'^'^^^^^- 
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on him, till at length his soul sunk under the 
overwhelming floods of divine wrath. Ah ! 
we shall not wonder at the bitter agonies which 
overwhelmed him, when we consider the tre- 
mendous conflict which he sustained WMth the 
King of Terrors, who, dreading the n«ar dis- 
solution of his reign, exerted his most vigorous 
efforts to crush under his sceptre the Almighty 
conqueror, who threatened to bind him in " 
chains. Oh ! what pangs convulsed the Sa- 
viour, v/hen on the cross he bowed under the 
ponderous load of human guilt. Forsaken in 
this dark hour by the cheering smiles of his 
Father's love, which had hitherto supported 
him ; sinking in th^ shades of despair, he vent- 
ed the piercmg cry, " My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ?" In this direful fo- 
ment, dismay seized the bosom of nature, which 
heaved in dreadful agitation, as if in unison 
with the awful groan that terminated the 
agonies of the Lord of life. O my soul ! for 
thee, the Redeemer sunk under these accumu- 
lated and rending agonies. Shall not the sa- 
cred symbols of his suff^erings excite the ar- 
dent emotions of gratitude to bim, who dis- 
played for thee this unutterable love ? By this 
compassionate Saviour, thou has^ been re- 
deemed from the degrading dominiot! of ^ 
and death — ^from everlasting misery and mo. 
By the sacrifice of his death, thou art re&tpred 
to the favour of God, and to the glorious hope 
of the bliss of heaven. T\v^ \t^^s\:\\s\'afc\^ !aW 
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iings which he purchased for thee, thou art 
called to- acknowledge in the affecting rite 
which he instituted, when the painful death 
awaited him, that was to consummate his suf- 
ferings. Oh ! let the tears of devout gratitude 
be shed over the tender emblems of thy Sa- 
yiour*s dying love. 

. Offer to thy blessed redeemer, at the altar, 
vdws of ardent devotion to his service. 

Redeeming thee, O my soul, by the sacrifice 
of his cross, from the ignominious bondage of 
sin andsatan, from the curse of eternal death ; 
and purchasing for thee the inestimable bles- 
sings of pardon, peace, and everlasting life, 
he establishes a supreme claim to thy homage, 
thy love, and obedience. He becomes thy 
rightful sovereign, lord, and master. He can 
claim thy sincere and holy obedience, «s a 
right ; thou art bound to render it to lym as 
a just debt of gratitude and love. By ardent 
devotion to his service ; by generous, tender, 
and active love to mankind, whom he died to 
redeem ; thou must manifest thy sensibility to 
his infinite compassion, and discharge tSe ob- 
lieations by which thou art bound to him. — 
ISo period can be more proper to offer to the 
Saviour the ardent vows of love and duty, than 
the, period when thou art commemorating 
the infinite sacrifice of his precious death, 
which was the price of thy redemption. Con- 
sider the state of guilt, of coT\detaw^!C\w\^ ^^^ 
miser/ to which sin had reduced ^^^- ^^^- 
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template the exalted blessings of that spiritual 
redemption which the Saviour wrought foe 
thee. The agonizing pangs of guilt he hath 
exchanged for the soothing comforts of a fi;ood 
conscience ; the fearful apprehensions of the 
wrath of God, for the exalted joys of the divine 
favour ; the curse of a mortal and perishing 
body, for a body incorruptible and glorious; 
the overwhelming sorrows and trials of this 
mortal life, for the unutterable bliss and glo- 
ries of an immortal existence. The Almighty 
grace and love which achieved this glorious 
redemption, and which still assure it to the 
humble and penitent, are set forth in the com-r 
mcmorative sacrifice of the Eucharist. Go 
then, my soul, to the sacred festival which ce- 
lebrates this infinite love of the Saviour, ador- 
ing his infinite compassion; triumphing in the 
glorious victories of his Almighty grace; ren- 
dering to him who bought thee by his blood, 
the ardent vows of allegiance and duty. Let 
the precious symbols of the altar, the lively 
memorials of the victorious love of the Sa- 
viour, powerfully impress upon thee his claims 
to thy sincere and holy obedience. Over the 
emblems of his body and blood, oflTered for thy 
redemption, seal the grateful vows of duty, 
which shall bind thee for ever to thy Lord. 
Almighty Redeemer ! purchased by thy blood, 
to thee I wholly surrender myself. All the 
powers of my soul, a.11 its desires and hopes 
shall be engaged in t\\y s^iNxc^^^tAc^xxXx^'vci 
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thy love. To thy glory, O my Saviour ! whose 
mercy and grace are the sources of all my hopes, 
am I bound to devote all the powers of my soul , 
Ah ! shall I be reluctant in the service of a 
master, with whom I am connected by' the 
most sacred and endearing ties ! Shall I mur- 
mur at the sacrifices to which that Redeemer 
calls me, who, in effecting my redemption, 
■was deterred by no difficulties, and shrunk 
from no pains ! No, my Saviour ! the con- 
straining power of thy love shall render easy to 
me all tny commands ; and even endear to me 
the self-denial and ignominy of thy cross.—- 
Pressing to my heart, beating with lively gra- 
titude, thy crucified body, the glorious pledge 
of my redemption, I will vow thee eternal alle- 
giance — Receiving into my soul, inflamed with 
ardent love, thy precious blood, the divine foun- 
tain of life and bliss, I will devote myself to 
thee, in a course of uniform and holy obedi- 
ence. O my Saviour ! who knowest the weak- 
ness of my heart, and its proneness to forget 
thee ; strengthen me to perform the resolutions 
by which I now enlist under thy sacred ban- 
ners, and attach myself for ever to thy service. 

Advance to the altar, relying supremely on 
the merits and grace of that Saviour^ whose 
all-sufficient sacrifice for sin thou art to com- 
memorate. 

There is no other name, but the name of Je- 
sus, whereby the perishing i^ce ol \sn»xv ^^ 
he saved. His infinite sacnSvce, \\v^ \s\«\\52fi\- 

U 
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cMis propitiation for sin, is commemorated in 
the Holy Eucliarist, where he is set forth as the 
all-suflicient Saviour of his people. To set up 
any claim of forgiveness in opposition to the 
all-sufficient atonement which he made; to 
rely for acceptance at the throne of God on 
our own merits, when he oflfers his all-perfect 
righteousness to sanctify and save us — would 
be to contemn the infinite value and efficacy 
of his precious blood ; to dishonour that all- 
perfect righteousness, which alone can answer 
the inexorable claims of divine holiness. Ah \ 
when I contemplate the holy and avenging 
terrors which issue from the indignant throne 
of my offended Judge, I bless thee, O my Sa- 
viour ! that I can flee for refuge to thy protect- 
ing bosom — I bless thee, that, in the holy sa- 
crament of thy love, thou dost apply to me the 
saving merits of thy body, given for my sins ; 
and dost sprinkle my guilty soul with the pre- 
cious blood that was shed for my redemption. 

Go then, O my soul I to the altar where the 
emblems of the body and blood of the Saviour 
are set forth as the enlivening pledges of mer- 
cy and spiritual life; renouncing every de- 
pendence but the merits and grace of thy 
Redeemer. Unworthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under his table, go, and derive 
pardon, comfort, strength, and salvation at the 
sacred banquet of his precious body and blood. 
Go — earnestly desmng V\\s rcv<i\c^ ,^wd adoring 
Jhim as thy all-sufficveut ^?i\\owx > m^V^>^>^ 
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confer on thee the everlasting riches of his 
grace and love. However great the attain- 
ments which, through his grace, thou hast 
made in virtue, rely not on them as the pledges 
of thy peace with heaven, when thou dost be- 
hold the perfect and all-sufficient sacrifice of 
his cross. In the blood of Jesus set forth in this 
holy sacrament, thou wilt find the only expia- . 
lion of thy guilt — From the fountain of grace 
opened in this hallowed ordinance, are the 
streams of spiritual life and consolation dispens- 
ed. Seated on the altar, as an almighty and 
compassionate Saviour, he presents to the faith- 
ful, through his authorized ministers, the sacred 
symbols of his broken body and shed blood. 
Take, eaiy this is my body^ which was given 
for you — let it be the pledge of your salvation, 
of your vital union with me, your Redeemer, 
Drink — this is mv blood, which was shed for ■ 
.you — let it be the fountain of pardon, of peace, 
of comfort, of everlasting joys. Wonder, O 
my soul, at the riches of the Saviour's mercy ! 
Wonder, O my soul, at the fulness of his grace ! 
Go, ye faithful! to the altar where Jesus is 
waiting to receive you, triumphing in his mer- 
cy, his power, and his love. Wounded with 
a sense of guilt, go, and receive the balm of 
divine mercy, with which the Saviour pacifies 
the awakened conscience. Labouring under 
the grievous thraldom of sinful passions, go, 
and receive grace to overcome their dominion. 
Desponding and sorrowmg wxvA^x >lV\^ vCv^SSs. vi\ 
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your pilgrimage, go, and receive from your 
Saviour celestial and enlivening comfort. — 
Humble, v\reak, and perishing, go, and re- 
ceive strength, support, everlasting life — go, 
and receive into your souls that blessed Re- 
deemer, w^ho hath promised to visit his people 
with his salvation ; to dwell in them as their 
guide, their comforter, their everlasting por- 
tion and reward. 

Yes, my Saviour ! encouraged by the gra- 
cious and powerful solicitations of thy love, I 
will go to thy holy altar, and commemorate, 
with the faithful, the riches of thy mercy; 
with them implore the enlivening manifesta- 
tions of thy grace. When I receive the sacred 
emblems of thy body and blood, O do thou 
manifest thyself to my impatient soul ! Come, 
and reign in me for ever, my Saviour, my Lord, 
my Almighty King ! 



THE PRAYER. 

BLESSED JESUS! who hast given thyself to be 
the life of the world ; and hast graciously instituted 
the sacrament of thy holy Supper, to be a lively me- 
morial of thy infinite love, and pledge of thy powerful 
grace and mercy ; behold me, thy unworthy servant, 
waiting upon thee for pardon, for strength, and salva- 
tion — ^Lead me, O my Saviour ! to thy altar, and there 
display thyself to my soul, in the glorious fulness of thy 
mercy mid power. 
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" I do not ipucsurae io come to 'Ais Ay table, O 
iLoni! trusting in my own Tighteousness, Ji>iit in thy 
jnanifold ^nd .^reat mercies." Sin ixas defiled my eoul; 
lias laden ^vith guilt my oonscience ; .iiasTendeKed ^me 
utterly imwortl^^ of thy fm our ,• has exposed me to 
diy jiist aaid levetlasting nivaath. flBleesed be tfiy naiiae, 
O Lord ! that in tliee there is mercy and plenteous 
jE«demption« Mmnyy uconfessing my unworthiliess 
^tnd 'guih, and Toasting miyself on ithy infinite jcompas- 
fiion, O do thwi ronvey to /me, in ihy ihdly Supper^ 
(the foKgimeness cif my sans, my :title to thy Ik>ve anfl 
'av?erlasting favoui*. To diy iienvice I/de«ire itodevete 
myself—w^-thoc, OtmyiGocl! i vow stead£Eist dbedi- 
•-ence and liomagC;. O .accept aiveint:ldiy holy'itabde ab 
Hhy .devcted 'ser^^mt and .'subjoot. Ssdl to any vool the 
'biressings tflf^tfae everlasting ewrenatiU Tbee, O tffy 
^Saviour, I adore as may Lord iand my '>God. To ifhy 
ccle^iai instruotians il ri\iH setsrmore ^hearken ; to 1%'^ 
^dUsiifficient .atonemont I iwiH jo^vseiiTmore iBee ; to the 
sceptpe of thy graae i will jcvcrmore <\viUingly bow* 
fi^ceive 4ind adcnowledge me, b^sed Jesus, «t thy 
holy table, among the number of thy redeemed peo- 
ple. I bless thee for the infinite love thou hast dis- 
played in my redemption— for the unutterable suffer- 
ings and agonizing death virhich were the price of my 
ransom from guilt and condemnation. Glory be to 
thee, O thou Lamb of God, who takest 'away the 
sins of the world-^May my grateful sense of thy infi- 
nite compassion be manifested by sincere devotion to 
thy commands; by lively and active charity to all 
mankind,^ for whom thou didst shed thy blood. Thus 
confessing my sins; steadfastly purposing to lead a 
new life ; relying supremely on thy merits and grace ; 
thankfully celebrating thy meritorious sufferings and 
death ; and cherishing the sentiments of lively and ar» 
dent love — ^may I approach thv hoW ^Vacc^ 'ksA^tks^^- 

U2 ^ 
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rience the quickening and reviving efficacy of thy body 
and blood. May Aey shed through my soul their 
ccHisoling, renovating, and strengthening power, and 
nourish me to everlasting life. May these synibols ot 
thy love afford my soul a rich foretaste of the exalted ' 
bliss which the fruition of thy glorious presence will 
afibrd. 

O most gracious God ! measure thy blessing^ to me^ 
not by my deserts, but by thy infinite mercies. Shed 
now the fiill power of thy Holy Spirit through my 
heart, that all my affections and desires may be in 
fively exercise when I approach thy holy altar. • There 
may I enjoy the mamfestations of thy mercy — ^there may 
X eiqperience that thou art infinitely gracious — ^that tru- 
ly blessed are they who put their trust in thee. And 
oh ! may the exalted jo3rs of thy love shed through my 
soul at thy holy table, awaken my ardent desires for 
the glorious consummation of bliss in thy heavenly 
kingdom, where there is fulness of joy ; where there 
are pleasures forevermore. Even so, O my God ! for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Redeemer.— 
AMEN. 

IThen add your usucU Morning Devotiom^ 



THE ORDER FOR THE 



Administration of the Lord's Sujijier, 



OR, 



HOLY COMMUNION. 



[ The excellent and affecting office for the Holy 
Communion prescribed by the Churchy is the 
best guide to his devotions at the altar that the 

. communicant can possibly have j and renders 
almost unnecessary all other aid. It should 
be the business of the communicant seriously 
to attend to this service j and heartily and 
sincerely to join in it. As he goes up tozvards 
the chancel^ let him secretly use the following 
ejaculations : 

IN the multitude of thy mercies, O Lord, do I now 
approach thine altar. 

I will pay thee my vows now in the presence of all 
thy people. 

Thou art my God, and I will bless thee ; thou art 
my God, and I will exalt thee. 

God is the Lord, by whom we receive light ; bind 
the sacrifice with cords, even to the horns of the 
altar. 

When the minister reads the sentences of the 
Offertory y let the communicant offer up after 
each sentence^ the short ejacidation annexed i\ 



■^2i 
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^ ir/icfi there fs a Communion^ the ministen shall return 
io the Lor<Pa Tabk^ and begin the Offertory^ ^ing 
one or more tf these sentences fottoivmgy as he think* 
cth most cojwenrent^ 

* LET your light so shine before men, Aat they may 
?iee your good works, and glorify your Fatlier which 
is in heaven. — SV. Matthew^ v. 16. 

[O Almighty God, give me grace to honour 
Ihcc by a life of holiness and active charity ; 
and may those who are the objects of my be- 
neficence, render their praise to thee, the Gra- 
cious Father and benefactor of mankind.] 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
>v1iere moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal : But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal — St. Matth. v\. 1 9, 20. 

[Free my soul, O God, from tbe inordinate 
love of richCvS ; and dispose mc earnestly to 
seek: the satisfying treasures of thy heavenly 
kingdom.] 

Wliatsocver }'e would ahat men should do to you, 
even so do to ihcm : For this is die law and the pro- 
phets. — St. Matth. vii. 12. 

[Give mc grace, O God, ever sacredly to 
observe this rule of eternal justice.] 

Not every one that saidi unto me, Lord, Lord, abaTl 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth 
the will of mv Father which is in heaven.— w?/. 3htth. 
vii. 21. 

[Grant, O God, that I may never build my 
hope of salvation upon an outward profession 
on)/, without a IHc of holiness and virtue, — 
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May my faith in thy name produce the fruit of 
good living.] 

Zaccheus stood fortk* and said unto the Lord, Be- 
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor ;• 
and if I have dpne anv wrongs to any man, I restore 
four-fold. — *S*^ Luke^ xix. 8* 

[If thou, O Lord, hast given me abilityv 
give me a disposition also to be both just and 
charitable, that thou mayest say to me, as thou 
didst to this publican. Salvation is come to thjf 
house. "l 

Who goeth a warfare at any time at his own cost ? 
Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof ? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the 
milk of the flock I — 1 Cor. ix. 7. 

[O God, may I cheerfully and readily give 
a portion of my worldly substance to the sup- 
port of the servants of thy sanctuary who la- 
bour in spiritual things.] 

If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a 
great matter if we shall reap your worldly diings ? — 
1 Cor. ix. 11. 



[May I evermore endeavour, by every mean 
in my power, to promote the temporal com- 
fort and happiness of those who devote their 
time and their talents to ministering to my 
spiritual necessities.] 

Do ye not know, that they who minister about holy 
things, live of the sacrifice ; and they who wait at the 
altar, are partakers with the altar t Even so hath the 
Lord also ordained, that they who preach the Gospel, 
should live of the Gospel.-^l Cor. ix. 13, 14. 

[Since thou, O Lord, hast thus ordained — 
far be it from me to witWAoVd feoTO. ^^ xw\^^- 
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ters the maintainance which is the}r jast and 
inviolable due.] 

He that soweth litde, shall.reap little ; and he that 
sowcth pluntcously, shall reap plenteously* L.et eveij 
man do according as he is disposed in his heart, not 
grudgingly, or of neccssit}' ; for God loveth a cheer* 
ful giver. — 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7» 

[May I ever proporlion my alms to my abi- 
lity, lest I provoke God to proportion his bles- 
sings to my alms !] 

Let him that is taught in the word, minister unto 
him that teachetli in all good things. Be not deceiv- 
ed, (vod is not mocked : For whatsoever a man sow* 
eth tliat shall he reap. — Gd. vi. 6, 7* 

[There is no return, O God, which we can 
make to thy ministers, equal to the blessings 
which they bestow upon us : For they minis- 
ter unto us the means of grace and salvation.] 

While we have lime, let us do good unto all men: 
and especially unto them that are of the household of 
faith.— (?r//. vi« 10. 

[Blessed be God, that I have yet time! 
Lord give mc a heart to do good before the 
7iig!if comeih^ ivhen no man can ivork.^ 

Godliness is great riches, if a man be content witli 
that he hath : For v/e brought nothing into the world, 
neidier may we caiT}- any diing out. — 1 Tim. \u 6, 7. 

[Grant mc, O God, a pious and contented 
mind ; and for the rest — tinj will be done /] 

Charge them who are rich in this world, that they 
be ready to give, and glad to distribute ; laying up' in 
store for themselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, that they maj*" attain eternal life.— 
/ 77m. \i. 17, 18, 19. 
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\1( thou hast given me riches, O God, grant 
me grace to employ them in works of benefi- 
cence and mercy, that thus they may be instru- 
mental in advancing my eternal felicity.] 

God is not unrighteous, that he will forget your 
works, and labour that jwroceedeth of love : whidi love 
ye have showed for his name's sake, who have minis- 
tered unto the smntiB, and yjejt fio nunister^— i?(?^« 
vi* 10. ' .;> : 

[O blessed Lard, how great is -thy goodness! 
All that I have is thj^e : and. yet thoij dos$ 
condescend to receive every act of charity to 
ihy saiflts and servants, as if it were done un- 
to thyself !] - * 

To do good and to distribute, forget .not; for with 
3uch sacrifices God is well pl^asedk-— J^e^. xiii. 16. 

[May our prayers and our alms ascend unto 
thee, O God ! and do thou graciously accept 
them for Jesus Christ's sake.] 

Whoso hath this worid's good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in J>im I — 1 St. jfo^^ 
111. IT. 

[O my God and Saviour !. may I ever mani- 
fest my love and gratitude to thee, by acts of 
beneficence and kindness to my fellow men.] 

Give alms of thy goods, and never turn thy face 
from any poor man ; and then the face of the Lord 
shall not be turned away from thee.-^—Tob. iv. IT. 

[Grant me, O Lord, a lively compassion for 
the miseries of others, that thou mayest finally 
have compassion on me.] 

Be mercifiil after thy power. \i ^oxslV^isX. 'wssm^sx^ 
g^'ve plentcously. If thou haat IaxSl^^ ^^ ^^ ^Sv^^^k.^ 
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gladly to give of that little : for sc gatherest thou Ay* 
self a good reward, in the day of necessity^r— T0&. iy. 
8j 0. 

[I thank thee, O God, that thou dost not 
judge or reward according to the greatness of 
the gift, but according to the disposition and 
ability of the giver. And after all, thy rewards 
infinitely exceed the merit of our most ex- 
alted acts of virtue.] 

He diat hath pity upon the poor, lendeth to the 
Lord : ahd loolc, What he byeth out^ it shall be paid 
^him again.— -Pr^. xix- 17. 

[Blessed be thy name, O God, that tRou dost 
vouchsafe to regard my beneficence to the 
poor as a favour rendered unto thyself ; and 
dost graciously promise to repay me from the 
cxhaustless treasure of thine infinite mercies.] 

Blessed be the man that providedi for dfe sick and 
needy : the Lord shall deliver him in the time of trou- 
ble, — Psal. xli. 1. 

[O I^ord, may I carefully avoid all idle and 
vain cxj)enses, that I may thus be always able 
to administer to the consolation and support of 
the sick and needy. May a principle of divine 
cliarity and love evermore animate and inspire 
me ; that thus, in the time of trouble, in the 
hour of death, and in the day of judgment, I 
may with confidence flee to thee a's my refuge 
and my portion. 

Ejaculation to be used at qfferiyig our Jims. 

O Lord ! from the bounties of thy Provi- 
dcncc with which thou Vvasl ciovivx^d ray lot, 
/ cheerfully and humb\y d^\ol^ ^ Tjo\>cvciTi v^ 
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the service of thy altar — to the relief and com- 
fort of the distressed members of Christ's mys- 
tical body. To thee be all the glory and all 
the praise, through Jesus Christ. — AMEN.] 

^ Whilst these Sentences are in readings the Deacons^ 
Church^wardens^ or other Jit persons appointed for 
tlmt purpose^ shall receive the Alms for the Poor^ ofid 
other DevotioTis of the People^ in a decent Ba^on to be 
provided by the Parish for that purpose; and rever* 
i ently bring it to the Priest^ who sliall humbly present 
and place it upon the Holy Table. 

[Before the prayer for Chrisfs church militant^ 
if on opportunity qffer^ use the folloiving 
prayer : 

Saviour of the world ! 1 come to thy altar 
to commemorate thy dying love ; to plead the 
merits of thy cross and baptism ; to testify my 
unshakelP faith in thee ; my communion with 
thy holy church ; my charity with all mankind. 
Blessed Jesus ! who hast called me to the par- 
ticipation of the sacred mysteries of thy altar, 
guide and aid me in my devotions ; quicken 
my repentance ; animate my faith and grati- 
tude ; fix my ardent contemplations on the 
eternal glories of thy mercy and grace. Nou- 
rished and strengthened by the sacred symbols 
of thy body and blood, may both my soul and 
body be prepared for that everlasting life which 
thou hast purchased by thy merits ; and which 
thoa dost bestow on all those who believe in thy 
saving name, and rely alone on thy mercy and 
power. Even so, blessed 3^s\is* — >s^\S^I\ 

X 
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% And the Pritft thall then place upcn the TdUe so much 
Bread and WmCy at he shall think suffbucnt. After 
ivhich dcne^ he shall saiu 

Let us pray for die whole state <^ Christ's Church 

iniHtant. 

Almighty and cveriiving God^ who, by thy holj 
Apostle, hast taught us to make prayers and supplica« 
tions, and to give thanks for all men : We humbty be- 
• If there be no seech thee most mercifully [* to accept 
atm» cr cblnti- ovr alms and cblatiohsj and"] to receive 
oM, tbentball these our prayers, which we ofler unto 
accepTour ° ^*^y jdivine Majesty ; beseeching thee to 
alms and ob- inspire continually the Universal Church 
lations, and) ^j^ji the sp'uit of truth, umty, ^d con- 

ke left ummd, ^^^^ . ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ ^j^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

fess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy ho- 
ly word, and live in unity and godly love. We be- 
seech thee also, so to direct and dispose the hearts of 
all Christian Rulers, that they may truly and impar- 
tially administer justice, to the punishmenfl^f wicked- 
ness and vice, and to the maintenance of thy true reli- 
gion and virtue. Give grace, O heavenly Father, to 
all Bishops and other Ministers ; that they may, both 
by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 
word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacra- 
ments. And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace ; 
and especially to this Congregation here present ; that 
with meek heart, and due reverence, they may hear, 
and receive thy holy Word ; truly serving thee in ho- 
liness and righteousness all the days of their life. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, 
O I-.ord, to comfort and succour all those who, in this 
transitorj'^life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or 
any other adversity. And we also bless thy holy Name, 
for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and 
fear; beseeching thee to gwe u^ ^w:.^ ^c^ \a follow 
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their good examples, that with them we may be par- 
takers of thy heatvenly kingdom : Grant this, O Fa- 
ther, for JesuG Christ's sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. — AMEN. 

If At the time of the celebration of tlie Communion^ th0 
Priest shall say this Exhortation. 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, ye who mind to come 
to the holy Communion of the Body and Blood of our 
Saviouc Christ, must consider how St. Paul exhorteth 
all persons diligendy to try and examine themselves, 
before they presume to eat of that Bread, and drink 
of that Cup. For as the benefit is great, if with a true 
penitent heart and lively faith we receive that holy Sa- 
crament; so is the d^mger great, if we receive the 
same unworthily. Judge therefore yourselves, breth- 
ren, that ye be not judged of the Lord ; repent ye tru- 
ly for your sins past ; have a livefy and stedfast faith 
in Christ #ur Saviour ; amend your lives, and be in 
perfect charity with all men : so shall ye be meet par* 
takers of those holy Mysteries* And above all things, 
ye must give most humble and hearty thanks to God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the re- 
demption of the world by the deatfi and passion of our 
Saviour Christ, both God and man ; who did humble 
himself, even to the death upon the cross, for us mise- 
rable sinners, who lay in darkness and the shadow of 
death ; that he might make us the children of God, 
and exalt us to everlasting life. And to the end that 
we should always remember the exceeding greatfcve 
of our Master and only Saviour Jesus Christ, thus dy- 
ing for us, and the innumerable benefits which by his 
precious blood-shedding he hath obtained for us, he 
hath instituted and ord^ned holy Mysteries, as pledges 
of his love, and for a contVn\^a\ t^tiifetc^x^aK-^ ^ "^n^ 
death f to our great and endV^^^ coTc&rrt^ ^ck\^^ss^^ 
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therefore, with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, let us 
give (as we are most bounden) continual thanks ; sub- 
mitting ourselves wholly to his holy will and pleasure^ 
and studying to serve him in true holiness and righte* 
ousness, all the days of our life. — AMEN. 

U Then shall the Priest say to those who come to receive 

the holy Communion. 

Ye who do truly and eameady repent you of your 
sins, and are in love and charit}'^ with your neighbours, 
and intend to lead a new life, following the command- 
ments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy 
ways ; draw near with faith, and take this holy Sacra- 
ment to your comfort ; and make your humble con- 
fession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling. 

If Then shall this general Confession be made^ By the 
Priest ayid all those who are minded to receive the ho^ 

hj Comnmnicn^ humbly kneeling : * 

Almighty C^od, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men ,* we acknow- 
ledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy 
divine Majesty ; provoking most jusdy thy wrath and 
hidignalion against us. We do eaniesdy repent, and 
arc heartily sony for these our misdoings ; the remem- 
brance of them is grievous unto us j the burthen of 
them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mer- 
cy upon us, most merciful Father ; for thy Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past ; 
and grant, diat we may ever hereafter serve and please 
thee in newness of life, to the honour and glorj' of thy 
Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. — AMEN% 
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H Then shall the Priest C^he Bishops if he be present) 
Hand up^ and turning to the people^ say^ 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his 
great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all 
those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
unto him, Have mercy upon you ; pardon and deliver 
you from all your sins ; confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness ; and bring you to everlasting life, thro* 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — AMEN. 

[After the Absolution is pronounced^ to which 
you should attentively and devoutly listen^ as 
the declaration of God through his authorized 
servant, use the following short ejaculation : 

May this absolution, O God, seal to my 
soul the forgivei^ess of my sins.] 

U Then shall the Priest say^ 

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ 
saitli unto all who truly turn to him. 

[After each of the folloxving sentences use the 
short ejaculations annexed.^ 

Come unto me, all 5^e that travel and are heavy la- 
den, and I will refresh you. — St. Mxtth. xi. 28. 

[Make me, O jesus, truly sensible of my 
guilt and unworthiness ; that, oppressed with 
the burden of my sins, I may go to thee for 
rest and deliverance.] 

So God loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, to the end tliat all that believe in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.^ — St* John^ 
ill. 16. 

X2 
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[O Ijord, I believe — ^increase and establish 
my faith ; that, ever loving and serving thee, 
I may finally, through thy mercy^ be made 
partaker of everlasting glory.] 

Hear also what Su Paul ssuth. 

This is a true saying, and wonfay of all men to be 
received, that Christ Jesus came into the wotld to save 
sinners*^-! Tim. i. 15. 

[I bless thee, O JeSus, who, moved by infi- 
nite compassion, didst come into the world to 
save sinners.] 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate widi the Fa- 
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the pn^i- 
tiation for our sins.— 1 Su Jokn^ ii« 1, S. 

[O blessed Jesus, by thy blood and merits, 
by thy powerful intercession, procure my par- 
don and deliverance from the guilt and conr 
dcmnatlon of sin.] 

11 AJicr xvhkh the Priest shall proceed^ se^ngy 

Lift up your hearts. 

Awnvcr. We lift them up imto the Lord. 
Priest. Let us give thanks unto our Lord God« 
Answer. It is meet and right so to do. 

1[ Then shall the Priest turn to theLorcPs Tabky and say ^ 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that 
we should at all times, and at all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, [* Holy Father,] Almighty Ever- 
lasting God. 

• Tbcte ww/f^Holy Father] mtttt be omitted on Trinity Sundajf. 
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^ Here shaB follow the proper Preface^ according to the 
time^ if there be any specially appointed; or else im^ 
mediately shall be said or sung by the Priest and PeO" 
pie: 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name ; evermore praising thee, and sayings 
Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of Hosts, heaven and 
earth are full of thy glory : Glory be to thee, O Lord 
Most High— AMEN. 

H PROPER PREFACES. 

If Upon Christmas Day^ and seven Days after* 

Because thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only 
Son, to be bom as at this time for us ; who, by the ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghost, was made very man,^ of the 
substance of the Virgin Mary his mother ; and that 
without spot of sin, to make us clean from all sin : 
Therefore with Angels, ^c. 

If Upon Easter Day^ and seven Days after. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the glo- 
rious resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord : 
For he is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered 
for us, and hath taken away the sin of the world ; who 
by his death hath destroyed death, and, by his rising 
to life again, hath restored to us everlasting life : 
Therefore with Angels, 6fc. 

It Upon Ascension Day^ and seven Days after • 

Through thy most dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord ; who, after his most glorious Resurrection, 
manifesdy appeared to all his Apostles, and, in their 
sight, ascended up into heaven, to prepare a place for 
us J that where he is^ thither we might also ascend^ 
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and reign with him in gloiy: Therefiire with Aiw 
gelsy £s?r. 

% Upon Whitsunday J and six Days qfier. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; according to 
whose most true promise, the Hoty Ghost came down 
as at this time from heaven, with a sudden great sound, 
as it had been a mighty wind, in the lileness of fieiy 
tongues, lighting upon the Apostles, to teach them, 
and to lead them to all truth ; giiang them both the 
gift of divers languages, and also boldness with fer* 
vent zeal, constantly to preach the gospel unto all na- 
tions ; whereby we have been brought out of darkness 
and error, into the clear light and true knowledge of 
thee, and of thy Son Jesus Christ : Therefore with 
Angela, &fc. 

Tf Upon the Feast of Trinity onfyj may be said^ 

Who art one God, one Lord ; not only one person^ 
but three persons in one substance : For that which 
we believe of the glory of the Father, the same we be- 
lieve of die Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without any 
difFerence or inequality : Therefore with Angels, ^c* 

TI Or else this may be said^ the words [Holy Father] be* 
ing retained in the introductory Address* 

For the precious death and merits of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and for the sending to us of the Ho- 
ly Ghost the Comforter ; who are one with thee in 
thy eternal Godhead : Therefore with Angels, &fc« 

Tf Then shall the Priest^ kneeling do7vn at the Lord^s 
Table J say^ in the nanic of all those who shall receive 
the Communion^ this Prayer following : 

[In this most affecting and solemn form of hii" 
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viiliaiiouj ike Cormnunicants acknoivledgey 
through the Minister^ their great umvorthU 
ness^ and the unmei^ited mercy of God in ad-^ 
mitting them to his Holy Table, hi this act 
of humiliation^ every communicant should se^ 
cretlyjoin with lively fervour and devotion.'] 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O 
merciful Lord, trusting in our righteousness, but ii;i 
thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. 
But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always 
to have mercy : Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made 
dean by his body, and our souls washed through his 
precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in 
him, and he in us. — AMEN. 

[ The Prayer of consecration nowfolloivs j and 
while the Priest is engaged in the solemn act 
of consecrating the bread and wine, the com* 
municant shoidd^fix his devout affections on 
his Saviour^ whose blood is an all-sufficient 
propitiation for the sins of the world. fVhen 
the bread is broken j call to mind the gritf 
and agony of him who was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniqui- 
ties, Wlien the cupofivine is blessed; think 
of him who^ under the weight of our sins, 
sweat great drops of blood, and on the cross 
made his soul an offering for sin. Whai the 
consecrated bread and xvine are offered to 
God, as a sacrifice co?nmemoratl-oe oj \.\v^ w.^ 
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great sacrifice of Christ ; bless the Almighty 
Father who gave his Son for the sinsofoffendr 
ing marly and whOj through Christy is recon- 
ciling the xoorld unto himself When the 
power of Divine Grace is invoked on the holy 
elements ; devoutly adore and bless the Holy 
(ihosty the Lord and Giver of Life, zvho ap- 
plies to the soul the mercies of redemption. 
And let the surrender zvhich you make of 
yourself to the service of God, your Creator y 
Redeemery atid Saixctifiery be sincere^ ardent, 
and universaL] 

\ When the Priest, standing before the Tabk, hath s$ 
ordered the Bread and Wine, that he may with the 
more readiness mid decency break the Bread before the 
people, and take the Cup into his hand; he shall say the 
Prayer of Consecration, asfolloweth : 

All glor}' be to thee, Almighty .God, our heavenly 
Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the 
cross for our redemption ; who made there (by his one 
oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect and suf- 
ficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins 
of the whole world ; and did institute, and in his holy 
gospel command us to continue a perpetual memory of 
that his precious death and sacrifice until his coming 
again : For in the night in which he was betrayed (*) 

M Here tbe Priest ^® *^^^ bread ; and when he had 
u totaketbePatm in- given thanks, (^) he brake it, and gave 
to bis Hands. it to his disciples, saying. Take eat, 

(c) And here to lay ven for you ; Do this in remem- 
^ii bands upon allikt braace ot rci<i% lAV^m^^ ^^x ^>a;^ 

Mread* 
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t^) ^^^ ^ »* '« per (^) he took the cup ; and when he 
hand. ^^ '"'° '*' ^^^ given thanks, he gave it to them, 
(t) And here be is to saying, {Drink ye all of this ; for (^) 
lay hh'pand upon every This is my Blood, of the New 
r':^''^^^tt! Te«T^" which is shed for you, 
jtecrated, and for many, for the remission 

of sins : Do this as oft as ye shall 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 

ne Oblation. Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly 

Father, according to the institution 
of thy dearly beloved Son our Saviour Jesua^ Christ, 
we thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here be- 
fore thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which 
we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath . 
commanded us to make ; having in remembrance 
his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension ; rendering unto 
thee most hearty thanks, for the innumerable be- 
nefits procured unto us by the same. 
The Invocation. And we most humbly beseech thee, 

O merciful Father, to hear us j and, 
of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanc- 
tify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and 
creatures of bread and wine ; that we, receiving them 
according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy 
institution, in remembrance of his Death and Passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
And we eamesdy desire thy fatherly goodness, merci- 
fully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanks- 
giving ; most humbly beseeching diee to grant, that 
hy the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and 
through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole 
Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all 
other benefits of his passion. And here we offer and 
present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our soula^ and 
bodies, to, be a reasonable, hoVy , ^nOi Vvsrvsv^ ^asx^Sw^^ 
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unto ihec ; humbly beseeching thee, that we, and all 
others who shall be partakers of this holy Communion, 
iwAv worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood 
of thy son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, 
that he may dwell in them, and they in him. And 
although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 
to offer unto thee any sacrifice ; yet we beseech thee to 
accept this our bounden duty and service, not weigh- 
ing our merits, but pardoning our offences ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; by whom, and with whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, aU honour and ^iary 
be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end* 
AMEN. 

Tf Here shall he sting a Hymn^ or Part of a Hymn^ 
from the Selection for the Feasts and Fasts, &c. 

[ir/iilc the Priest^ the Clergy y and others , ai^e re- 
ccivin^y (he consecrated elements, the CominU' 
nkant should be engaged in devoiitlj/ reading 
the folloicins^ meditations, 

St. I^ukc, XV. 2. — The Pharisees murmured^ ^oyif^gj 
This n:an rarhcth sinners and eateth with them. 

1 bless tlicc, O my Saviour, that thou didst 
not proudly contemn the company of sinners, 
I confess that I am indeed an unworthy sin- 
ner. () receive me, an unworthy guest at thy 
table, and n^ake me partaker of the blessings 

of tliy love. 

S'.. Joim, vi. 58- — lie that eateth of this bready shall 
live for ever* 

O Jesus, who liast made the life of our souls 
to dep.Mid o!) the consecrated bread, the sym- 
bol of thy life-gvvmg boA^ •» m^-^ Vw^^^x ten- 
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der myself unworthy of so great a blessing, or 
deprive myself of it through my own wilful 
negligence. May this sacred bread be a prin- 
ciple of immortal life to me, uniting me to 
thee for ever, my Saviour and my Lord. 

Exodus, xii. 23. — When he seeth the hloodofthe Pas* 
chdl Lamb on the door^ he tdU not suffer the destroyer 
to come in to smite yotu 

O Jesus, the true Paschal Lamb, who, by tlvy 
precious blood, hast paid the debt due to Di- 
vine justice, and h^st delivered us from the 
power of the Destroyer, sprinkle me with thy 
precious blood, that I may be rescued from 
the condemning sentence of thy justice. 

Galatians, iii. 13. — Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the kaVy being made a curse for us; that is — ^he 
was.treated as one under the curse of the law. — Deu^ 
teronomt/y xxi. 23. . 

Blessed God! how great was our misery! 
How great was thy mera/ ! The death of thy 
Soh only could save us from ruin, and him 
thou didst willingly give. May I never de- 
ceive myself with the vain hope, that, while I 
continue in sin, thy mercy will spare me ; 
when thou didst not spare thine own Son, who 
put himself in the pliace of sinners ! May I ne- 
ver provoke, by transgression, thy justice I 
May I never forget thy mercies, and the infi- 
nite condescension of thy blessed Son, yiho^ 
for my redemption, humbled himself even to 
the death upon the cro^s. • 

Y 
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1 John, ii. 25. — This i;f the promise that he AcOh pro- 
mised lis J even eternal life. 

How infinitely gracious is our God ! ta ex- 
cite and encourage us in his service, by the pro- 
mise of immortal glory and bliss. Give me a 
firm faith in thy gracious promises, that no 
pleasures may corrupt my heart, no difficulties 
discourage me from serving thee, 

1 Cor. xi. 28. — Let a vian examiJie himself;, and so 
let him eat of that breads and drink of that cup* 
■ That I am invited to thy holy table, is not 
because I am worthy^ biit because thou O 
God, art infinitely gracious and merciful. — 
Have compassion on my infirmities ; accept of 
ray sincere but imperfect resolutions. I ac- 
knowledge my un worthiness-^!, place all my 
hopes of acceptance in thy mercy and love, 
through Jesus my Redeemer — sincerely do I 
resolve to lead a new life — to use all diligence 
to secure the glorious privileges of my Chris- 
tian vocation. With these sacred purposes, I 
presume to advance, O Lord, to thy altar ; 
trusting to thy mercy for the pardon of all my 
defects, and to thy powerful grace to quicken 
m me those holy dispositions which will make 
ine an acceptable guest at thy holy Table. 

Imviediatelif before going up to the Altar use 

the follotving Prayer. 

' O' gracious aijd merciful God ! Father, Son, 

and Holy Ghost ! look down from heaven, the 

throne of thy eternal g\oTY> ^V5Ci^^^^ thy un- 
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worthy servant, with the eyes of mercy and 
compassion. O Lord my God, I disclaim all 
merit ; I renounce all righteousness of my own ; 
and I fly for refuge, for pardon, and sanctifica- 
tion, to the righteousness of Jesus, thy anoint- 
ed. For thy tender mercies' sake,, for the sake 
of the blessed Jesus, the Son of thy lovcj in 
whom thou art ever well pleased, have mercy 
upon me ; receive my prayers ; pardon my in- 
firmities; strengthen my weak resolutions; 
guide my steps to thy holy altar, and there 
teed me with the meat that perisheth not, but 
endurcth to everlasting life. — AMEN. 

Tlien advancing to the Altar^ and humbly 
kneeling downy use the folldiving ejaculato 
ry Prayer before receiving the consecrated 
Bread. 

O my Lord and my God ! may I receive 
this sacred symbol of thy crucified body in re- 
membrance of the sacrifice of thy cross, trust- 
ing alone in thy infinite merits. By the pow- 
er of thy grace, may I be delivered from con- 
demnation and death. 

When the minister repeats the xoordSy The body 
• of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given 
for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 
everlasting life — seal this affecting petition 
by saying, secretly and fervently. Amen ; and 
then reverently receive the consecrated Bread 
with the right hand*.] 

* The receiving of the consecrated Bve^ -wX^Jcv ^t ^w«. ^-^'Cvnr: 
iiand, should be avoided, as famiWax ?Lt\d xitestxe^x. V^ixx^^"^ >^^^ 
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U Then shall the Priest fitat recdve the Commumm ifl 
both kinds ./limselfi cmd proceed to deliver, the. same to 
the Bishops^ Priests, and Deacons, in like manaery 
(if anif be present J and, after that, to the People also 
in order, into their hands, all devoutly ineeBtig : And 
wlien he delivereth the bread, he shall say. 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
given for thee, preserve' thy body and soid unto ever- 
lasting life : Take and eat this in remembrance dial 
Christ died for. thee, and feed on him in thy heart by 
£iith, with thanksgiving* 

[U^e ike foUozving ejctculation, after receiving 

f he, consecrated Bread: 

Ahnighty is thy power; infinite thy mercy, 
blessed Jesus. Be it unto thy servant accord- 
ing unto thy word. O let thy body nourish 
and strengthen me unto everja.sting life. Glo-. 
xy evermore be unto thee, Holy^Jesus, the 
Author and Finiiiher of mv sa^^"^**\.. 

Use the follonmig ejucidatioji, before receiving 

the consecrated Cup ; 

I will receive the c^ip of salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord. I will ratify 
my vows with this blood of the everlasting co- 
venant ; and devote myself for ever to thy ser- 
vice, O my God. Saviour of the world, ever- 
more help and deliver me. 

jnost decent and proper manner of receiving the* consecrated Breid, 
is in the palm o£ the right ^aud crowed ww xV^V^^x^^iosl tb«n Uttd 

to the mouth. 
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When the minister repeats the tvordsy The blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed 
for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 
everlasting life — seal this affecting petition btf 
saying f secretly and fervently, Amen] 

If Jnd (he Minister who delivereth the Ciip^ shall say ^ 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which was 
shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto ever- 
lasting life : Drink this in remembrance that Christ's 
Blood was shed for thee, and be thankful* 

[Use the following ejaculation, after receiving 

the Cup : 

All powerful is the efficacy of thy precious 
blood, O my Saviour. May it purify my soul 
from sin, arid be a fountain of pardon, peace, 
Kfe eternal. Glory be unto thee, O Lamb of 
God, that takest away the sins of the world. 
Blessed is he who receiveth by faith the sym- 
bols of thy love in thy church on earth. He 
shall celebrate, the everlasting festival of love 
in thy heavenly kingdom. — Amen and Amen. 

■ 

77iefi retuiming to your seat, use the following . 

Prayer : . , \ 

Blessed Jesus ! relying on thy mercy, I have 
bowed myself at thy Table, to receive the pre- 
cious pledges of thy dying love. O may thy 
presence go with me from thy holy altar; that, 
when I return to the necessary labours and 
duties of this miserable >.vot\A, \ ts\^'^ \j^ «^ 

Y2 
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abled, by thy grace, to obey thy coinnian(r- 
mcnts, and to tejoice in the smiles of thy love. 
Guided by thy mercy through all the dangers 
and trials of my pilgrimage, may I at length 
depart out of this world in peace, in a stead- 
fast reliance on thy merits, in the joyful hope 
of the fruition of the glories of thy kingdom, 
O blessed Jesus, to whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, I render all the praise of my 
redemption . — ^AMEN. 

On Christmas Dmj^ Easter Day, He. add to 
your other devotions at the Communion, the 
Jbllozving : 

I7p07u Christmas T)a\)y and seven days after. 

I desire, O God, evermore to bless and 
praise thee for thy infinite love. For thou 
didst take compassion on mankind in his state 
of condemnation and misery, and didst send 
thy only Son into the world to instruct and 
guide us by his holy doctrine and example ) 
to redeem us from sin, and to purchase for us 
everlasting happiness, by the sacrifice of his 
death. Grant, O Lord, that, through the power 
of thy grace and heavenly benediction, I may 
fulfil the design of my Saviour's coming. "Deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts, may 1 live 
righteously, soberly, and godly in this present 
world,'' and thus be prepared to dwell for ever 
with thee J Father of mercies, and God of all 



I 
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comforty'v[i those inansioi^s of bliss and glory, - 
which thou bast prepared for them that love 
thee.— AMEN. . 

Upon Easter Day^ and seven days qfter. 

Blessed Jesus ! who, by thy glorious resur* 
fection frotii the dead, hast proved thyself to 
be the Son of God, hast triumphed over the 
power of darkness, and conquered death and 
the grave ; keep me steadiest in : the faith of 
thy holy name. Grant, O Lord, that, by the 
power of thy grace, I may rise from the death 
of sin unto the life of righteousness ; may daily 
proceed in all virtue and godliness of living; 
and departing this live in thy iaith and fear, 
may finally have my perfect consummation 
and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy eter^- 
nal and everlasting kingdom.— AMEN. 

Upon Ascension Dc^y and seven days after. 

O blessed Jesus I who, after thy conquest 
over death and hell, didat ascend in triumph 
to heaven, that thou mightest prepare for us 
mansions of eternal glory \ grant that the de* 
sires and affections of my soul may ascend after 
thee, and be supremely enjgaged with the con*- 
templation of the glories of thy power and 
love. For " whom have I in heaven biit thee, 
and there is none upon earth that I desire be- 
side thee."--AMEN. 
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Upom WUlsmmdajft and sir dmgg afier. 

O blessed Jesus ! who hast scot thy Holj 
Ghost to sanctiry and comfort os. Mav my 
thoughts and desires, my wavs and actions, 
evermore be directed by his divine guidance. 
Let him be unto me a spirit of samctificaiioH, 
to purify my corrupt nature ; a spirii rf camsd 
in all my difficulties; of dirtctiam in all my 
doubts, fears, and scruples ; of courage in aU 
my dangers ; of constancy and consolation to 
me under all my persecutions and sufferings, 
especially in time of sickness, and at the hour 
or death ; that, being goyemed and guided by 
his divine influence and direction, I may pass 
through all the changes and chances of this 
mortal life, and finally attain thy heavenly 
kingdom, there to reign with thee, blessed 
Jesus, world without end. — ^AMEN. 

Upon Trinity Sunday. 

Glory be to thee, O God the Father, for 
cteating me after thine own image, and for 
rccovermg me from a state of guilt and mise- 
ry. Glory be to thee, O God the Son, for 
undertaking the wonderful work of man's re- 
demption, by assuming our miserable nature; 
for the merits of thy suffering life ; and the 
redeeming efficacy of thy death. Glory be 
to thee, O God, the Holy Ghosts for thy mi- 
raculous gifts bestowed upon the Apostles y 
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ajid for thy preventing, restraiping, enlighten* 
ing, consoling, and sanctifying grace. Bles- 
sing and honour, thanksgiving and praise, be 
unto thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever. — ^AMEN. 

At this most solemn and affecting ordinance^ th^ 
Communicant should be constantly engaged 
in acts of devotion. After he has received 
the elements y let him read the folloiving rriedi* 
tations^ until the minister is ready to go on 
zvith the concluding portion of the sej'viee. 

Rom. viii. 32. — He that spared not his own son, but 
delivered him up for us all, now shall he not with him 
also freely give, us all things ? 

.D God ! the gift of thy only begotten and 
beloved Son, for the sins of a guilty world, \% 
li sure pledge Cf !by infinite love. Thy mercy 
in Christ Jesus is mj um; ouia\.c, u/ucn myneart 
is in heaviness. This is my only refuge, when 
dismayed by the view of my guilt, and the? 
terrors of thy justice. Grant me, O Lord, all 
those graces and virtues which will qualify me 
for knowing and enjoyine thee for ever, .for 
Jesus .Christ's sake, the Son of thy love. 

2 Cor. V, 15.— CAm^ died for oH^ that they which 
live should not henceforth Hve unto themselves^ but unto 
him which died for them* 

To thee, O my Saviour, I consecrate that 
life which thou hast redeemed by thy precious 
blood, from the slavery of sin and satan. For- 
tify my soal, 1 beseech t\\ee, ^^ivcv^x. "^S^ ^«5i. 
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temptations of the zi/orld^ the ^sh, and the 
Dcvilj that with sincerity and devotion of 
heart, I may evermore serve thee, 

IVIatthew, xvi. 2^^^1fanif man xviU come after me^ 
let him deny himself^ and take up his cross and foUffw 
me* 

O my Saviour ! who didst take upon thee: 
the form of a Servant, and to redeem sinful 
man didst bear his grief and carry his sorrows ; 
let me not profess to follow thee, without en- 
deavouring to follow the blessed steps of thy 
most holy life ; to imitate thy patience, meek- 
ness, and humility ; thy great disregard for the 
world, its pleasures, emoluments, and honours \ 
thy lively compassion for the miseries of raen^^ 
thy unwearied perseverance in doing good \ 
thy constancy and fervour in prayer ;- thy su- 

Srcme resignation to the will of thy Father* 
leing thus conformed in all things to thee, 
my redeemer and head, may I finally partici- 

1)atc of the everlasting glories on which thou 
last entered. 

Matthew, vi. 24. — No man can serve two masters--^ 
you cannot serve God and Mzmmon, 

May I never set up any rival to thee, O 
God, in the possession of my heart. May I 
never attempt to reconcile thy service with 
the service of the world, which is eiimity zvith 
thee. May I use it so as not to abuse it. 
May I ever make all its concerns subordinate 
to the concerns of my salvation. And, con- 
vincccj of the unsat\sfy\v\g w?iV\:i\^ o^ \v$»\i^^t eu- 
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joyments, may I ardently and supreni^ly seek 
the enduring and satisfying joys of, thy glori- 
ous presence. . 

2 Cor. vi. 16.— 2^ are the Temple of the living God* 

Make ine, O God, truly sensible of the great 
honour and Wessing of being the habrtation of 
tliy good Spirit — of the great danger of pro- 
faning, by unholy passions, a temple conse- 
crated to thee. Makie me worthy of thy con- 
tinual abode and 'piresence. Take possession 
of my soul — bring all its powers into obedience 
to thy laws ; and enable me to abound in aH 
the fruits of the spirit, that I may enjoy the 
exalted assurance that thou indeed dwellest in 
me. . 

Luke, XV. 6. — Ihavefotmd my sheep which was lost. 

^ O thou good Shepherd ! I bless thee for thy 
tender care and compassion of thy lost sheep. 
I had indeed been tor ever lost, had not thy 
love sought and found me when I was astray. 
For thy goodness sake, keep me from wander- 
ing from thy fold ; and exalt me in thy good 
time to that celestial fold, into which sin and 
sorrow never enten] 



% If tlie consecrated Bread and Wine be spent before all 
have commumcated^ the Priest is to consecrate morey 
according to the Form before prescribed ; beginning 
at — ^All glory be to Thee, Almighty God — and end' 
ing with these words — Partakers of hl&xwi^xVi^KaRR.^ 
J^7^d Blood. 
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^ When ^ have communicated^ the Minister shaO return 
to the LoriPs Tabky and reocreatly place tipon it rvhat 
renudneth of the consecrated Elements^ covering the 
same with a fair Linen Chth, 

\ Then shall the Minister say the Lorffs Prager^ the 
People repeating itfter him every petition* 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name ; Thy Kingdom come ; Thy Will- be done on 
Earth, as it is in Hea:\'en ; Give us this day our daily 
bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we fbmve 
those who trespass against us ; And lead us not into 
temptation ; but deUver us from evil : For thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power and the Glory, For ever 
and ever. AM£N« 

IT After shall he said as folhrweth. 

Almi^ty and eveiiiN-ing God, we most heardy thank 
thee for that thou dost vouchsafe to feed us who have 
duly received these holy Mysteries, with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ ^ and dost assure us thereby of 
thy favour and goodness towards us ; and that we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy 
Son, which is the blessed company of ail faithful people ; 
and are also heirs through hope of thy everlasting king- 
dom, by the merits of the most precious death and 
passion of thy dear Son, And we most humbly beseech 
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, 
that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do 
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to 
walk in, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
world without end, AMEN. 

1[ Then ahall be said or simg^ all standings Gloria in Ex- 
celsis, or some proper Hymn from the Selection^ 

Glory be to God on \v\g\\^ m\Ol m c»t^^'w:fc> ^g^aAe* 
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wiU towards men* We praise thee, we bk*ss tliec, wc 
worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee 
for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God 
the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesus Christ ; O 
Lord God, Lamb of G>od, Son of the Father, that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of God the Fadier, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the Lord ; 
thou onlv, O Christ, widi the Holy Ghost, art most 
High in the glory of God the Father. AMEN. 

If Then the Priest Cthe Bishops if he be present J shall 
let them depart xvith this blessing. 

The peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Soni Jesus Christ dur Lord : 
Arid the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost be amongst you, and remain 
with you always. AMEN. 

[After the blessing y use thefolloiving Prayer : 

I bless thee, O God, for the spiritual nou- 
rishment with which thou hast strengthened and 
refreshed my soul. 1 bless thee, that through 
the crucified body and blood of thy Son, I am 
restored to thy favour. Pardon the many im- 
perfections of my services ; and grant me 
grace to ", fulfil the sacred vows of love and 
obedience which I have made to thee, my God 
and Father, through Jesu3 Christ m^ 'R&4j^^'«\r 
er. AMES.j 



rw 
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^ Collects that may be said^zfter the Collects of Jkfoniing 
or Evening Prayer j or Comnnmion^ at the discretion 
of the Minister. 

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our supplica- 
tions and prayers ; and dispose die way of thy servants 
towards die attainment of everlasdng salvation ; that 
among all the changes and chances of this mortal life, 
they may ever be defended by thy most gracious and 
ready help, through Jesus Chnst our Lord. AMEN. 

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that the 
words which we have heard this day with our out- 
ward ears may, through thy gr?.ce, be so grafted in- 
Mrardly in our hearts, diat they may bi^ng forth in us 
the fruit of good living ; to the honour and praise of 
thy Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most 
gracious favour, and further us with diy continual help ; 
diat in all our works begun, continued, and ended in 
thee, we may glorify thy holy Name ; and finally, by 
thy mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. AMEN. 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, who 
knowest our necessities before we ask, and our igno- 
rance in asking ; we beseech thee to have compassion 
upon our infirmities ; and those things which for our 
unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we 
cannot ask, vouchsafe to give us, for the worthiness of 
thy Son Jesus Christ oiu* Lord. AMEN. 

Almighty God, who hast promised to hear the pe- 
titions of those who ask in thy Son's name ; we beseech 
thee mercifully to incline thine ears to us who have 
now made our prayers and supplications unto thee ; and 
grant, that those things which we have faithfully asked 
accoi-ding to thy will, may effectually be obtained ; to 
the relief of our necessity, and to the setting forth of 
^y g^ory^ through Jesxis CYvmt o\3x\-Ktdk* K^^^. 
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^ Upon the Sundays and other Holy^days (if there he 
no Sermon or ComtnunionJ shall be said ail that is ap» 
pointed at the Communion^ unto the end of the Gospel^ 
conchuUngwith the bkssing* And if any of the con* 
secrated Bread and Wine remain after the Communion^ 
it shall not be carried put of the Church ; but the Mi- 
nister and other Communicants shallj immediately after 
the blessings reverently eat and drink the same* 

[Upon your ?Ttum home, retb^e to your closet to 
praise God for his mercies y and to supplicate 
his blessing in the following Prayer : 
I adore and praise thee, O God, for the rich 
blessings of thy covenant of mercy, through 
Jesus Christ, which thou hast sealed to my soul 
in that hallowed ordinance of which I h^ve 
participated. I bless thee, O Liord, that having 
humbly and sincerely devoted myself to thee, 
and sealed my vows over the sacred symbols 
of the body and blood of thy son, I can enjoy 
the exalted hope that thy mercy will be my 
constant solace j thy grace my sure protection 
and reward . O how great is thy love, in thus 
providing for my perishing soul divine and ce- 
lestial succours and consolations. May the ob- 
ligations of my holy vows, the sacred claims 
of thy love, be ever present to my remem- 
brance, and excite me diligently and earnestly 
to aim at serving and obeying thee. O may I 
not, by transgression, crucify afresh that Saviour 
whose suffenngs I have commemorated, whose 
mercy I have experienced. Ahnighty God '4^ 
thou kaowest the weakness o^ vwj vNa5o;\x^ ^"^^^^^ 
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the numberless temptations that encompass' 
me. Evermore strengthen me by thy grace. 
Without thee I shall not be able to stand — 
iead mc by thy Almighty arm — refresh my soul 
with the consolations of thy love — guide me, 
to the end, in thy service — ^and when my 
strength and my heart faileth, when my souJ.is 
sinking in the shades of death, be thou, 
Lord, the strength of my heart and my por- 
tion for ever. O my Saviour, visit me with thy 
salvation ; let me see the felicity of thy cho- 
sen, and rejoice evermore in the gladness of thy 
people. AMEN. 

Let the Communicant devote all the rest of the 
day zvhich is not occupied with the public ser- 
vice of the churchy to private acts of devotion ; 
to meditating on the infinite mercy and love of 
his God and Saviour ; to recalling to mind 
the sacred obligations to grateful ajid holy 
obedience zvhich this halloived oidinance has 
imposed upon him ; and to earnestly and hum- 
bly imploring the succours of divine grace, 
that he may be sanctified both in soul and 
body J and may be so conducted " through things 
temporal^ that he .finally lose not the things 
that are eternaf.**] 



■»' 



FORUMS OF 

DAILY DEVOTION. 

[prom bishop tayloiu] 



A Form of Prayer for the Morning. 

In the name of the Father^ and of the Son, and of the ffoly 

Ghost — Our Father, &c. 

'.J--..- 
MOST glorious and eternal God» Father of M/erc] 
and God of all comfort^ I worship 9nd adore thee m| 
the lowest humility of my sbulwid bod}*, and give the 
all thank9 and praise for thy infinite, arid etemaf'glo- 
ries and perfectioos ; and for the continual demonstra- 
tion .of thy mercies upon me, upon all mine, and upon 
thy holy Catholic Church* .* 

11. ;> 

I acknowledge, O God, that I have deserved thy 
wrath and indignation. But tliy mercy triumphing 
over thy justice and my sins, thou hast still continued 
to me life and time of repentance ; thou hast opened 
to me the gates of grace and mercy ; and perpetually 
called upon me to enter in, and to walk in the paths of 
a holy life, that I might glorify thee, and be glorified by 
thee eternally. 

III. 

Behold, O God, for this thy great and .unspeakable 
goodness, for the preservation of me this nighty and 
for all thy graces and blessings, I offer up my Soul 
and Body, ^ that I am, and all that I have, as a sacri- 
fice to thee and thy service ; humbly beg^^ of thi^^j^ 
to pardon all my sins, to defend ma fcxccL "i^L^^^^ 

Z2 
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Itsid ae izrjj il mjc. ; Sind kt mv portion be amongst 
^ly rcdeexsitd cccs in the gamering together of the 
Skims, in the kingdom of grace and glon-. 

IV. 

Guide me. O Lord, in aQ the changes and varieties 
of the ikcrld ; that in aQ things that skoll happen, I may 
have an evens ess and tranquillity of spirit ; that my 
soul Toacy be whoDy resigned to thy dKine Will and 
Fieasure ; never murmuring at thy gende chasUse^ 
ments and £tthei^ correcdon, never waxing proud 
and insoient, though I feel a torrent of comibrts and 
prosperous successes. 

V. 

Fix my thoughts, my hopes and my desires upon 
heaven and heavenly thmgs ; teach me to despise the 
v.-oiid, to repent me deeply for my sins ; give me ho- 
ly puqx)ses of amendment, and divine strength and 
assistance to perform faithfully whatsoever I shall in- 
tend pioush • Enrich my understanding with an in- 
ternal treasure of Divine Truths, that I may know 
thv Will, and thou who workest in us to will and to 
do of thy good Pleasure, teacn me to obey all thy 
(commandments, to believe all thy Revelations, and 
make mc partaker of thy gracious Promises. 

VI. 

Teach me to watch over all my ways, that I may 
iiCN er l)C surprised by sudden temptations, or a care- 
less spirit, nor ever return to folly and vanity. Set a 
watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep the door 
of my lips, that I offend not in my tongue neither 
-against piety nor charity. Teach me to think of no- 
thing but thee, and what is in order to thy glorj^ and 
sri-yire ; to speak of nothing but thee and thy glories ; 
and to do nothing but what becomes thy Sen'ant, 
whom thy infinite Mere}-, by the Ciraccs of thy Holy 
' N/'/rit, hvXh sealed up to the day of Redemption. 
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VII. 
Let all my passions and affections be so mortified 
and brought under the dominion of grace, that I^ may 
never by deliberation and purpose, nor yet by levity, 
rashness or inconsideration, offend thy Divine M^^- 
ty. JMake me such as thou wouldst have me tb be : 
strengthen my faith, confirm my hope, and give me^ft 
daily increase of charity ; that this day and «ver I may 
serve thee according to all my opporttmities and cdpa^ 
cities, growing from grace to grace ; tiil= atilast by diy 
mercies I shall receive the consummation and perfec- 
tion of grace, even the glories of thy kingdoif^in the 
full fruition of the Face and .Excellencies of God the 
Father, the Son, and the-Hdiy Ghodt; to*^wfa6m be 
glory and praise, honour and adoration given by all 
Angels, and all Men, and all Creatur^s^ :now awFto 
all eternity. Ameru i. •; . / ' 

After which conclude with this EjacUkaioH. ' '' 
Now in all tribulation and anguish of Sphit, in all 
dangers of Soul and Body, in prosperity and adversi- 
ty, in the hour of DealK' sfiia in the clay of judg- 
ment, holy and most blessed Saviour, y<?«/j, have 
mercy upon me, save me arid ddivef me. Ameru 

A Form of Prityer for Noon* 

L 

O Eternal God, merciful and gi*acious, vouchsafe 
thy Favour and thy Blessing to diy servant :; let die 
love of thy mercies and the dread and fear of tjby Ma- 
jesty, make me carefi^ and inquisitive to search, thy 
Will, and diligendy to perform it, and to persevere ia 
the practices of a holy life, even till the last of my 
days. 

IL 

Keep me, O Lord, for I am thine by creaSasyeiL\ 
guide me, for I am thine by \>utc\i;Na&\ ^acva>a.\cwxx^ 
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deemed me by the blood of thy Son, and loved me 
with ^ love of a Father ; for I am thy child by adop- 
tion fl(hd grace. Let thy mercy paidon my sins, thy 
providence secure me from the punishments and c^ib 
I have deserved, and thy care watch over me, tkat I 
may never any more offend thee. Make me in maUce 
to be a child ; but in understanding, pie^, and the 
fear of God, let me be a perfect man in Christ, inno- 
cent and prudent^ readily furnished and instructed to 
ev^ry good work. 

IIL 

Keep me, O Lord, from the destroying Angel, and 
from the wrath of God. Let thy anger never rise 
against me ; but thy rod gently correct my follies, and 
guide me in thy ways ; and thy staff support me in all 
sufferings and changes.- Keep all my senses entire till 
the day of my death ; and let my death be neither sudden, 
untimely, nor improvided ; let it be after the common 
manner of men, having, in it nothing extraordinary, 
'}ut an extraordinarj' fieiy^ and the manifestation of 
hy great and miraculous mercy. 

IV. 

Let no riches make m^ ever forget myself, no po- 
verty ever make me forget thee. Let no hope or 
fear, no pleasure or pam, no accident without, no 
weakness within, hinder or discompose my duty, or 
tum me from the ways of thy Cemmandments. O let 
thy Spirit dwell with me for ever, and make my soul 
just and charitable, full of honest}', full of religion, re- 
solute and constant in holy purposes, but inflexible to 
evil. Make me humble and obedient, ]>eaceable and 
pious. Let me never envy any man's good, nor de- 
serve to be despised myself; -and if I be, teach me to 
bear it with meekness and charity. 

V. 

Give me a tender conscience ; a conversation dis- 
'Cixet and affable, modest ^niA ^^x\cti\^ X^oet A twA 
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obliging ; a body chaste and healthful ; competency of 
living according to my condition; contentedness in 
all estates ; a resigned will and mortified affections : 
that I may be as thou wouldst have me, and that^y 
portion may be in the lot of the Righteous, in the brig^ 
ness of thy Countenance, and the Glories of Eternity.- 

Holy is our God. Holy is the Almighty* Ho-, 
ly is the Immortal* Holy, hcdy, holy, Lord God 
of Hosts, have mercy upon me. 

Oor Father, who art in Heaven, &c« 



A Form of Prayer for Evening. 

O EtemaT God, Great Father of IVIen and Angels, 
who hast established the heavena^ and the earth in a 
wonderful order, making day and night to succeed 
each other; I maJte my humble address to thy Divine 
Majesty^ begging of thee mercy and protection this 
Right and ever. O I^ord, panion all my sins, my 
light and rash words, the vanity and impiety of nay 
thoughts, my unjust and uncharitable actions, and what- 
soever sins I have committed against thee this day, or 
any time before. Behold, O God, my soul is trou- 
bled in the remembrance of my sins, in the frailty and 
sinfulness of my flesh exposed to every temptation^ and 
of itself not able to resist any. Lord God of Mercy, I 
earnestly beg of thee to give me a great portion of thy 
Grace, such as may be sufficient and effectual for the 
dn>itification of all my sins, and vanities, and disor- 
ders : that as I have formerly served my lust and un- 
worthy desires, so now I may give myself up wholly 
to ihy sen'ice and the studies of a holy Lifc^ 
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«' v^ptessed Lord, teach me frequendy and sadly to re<« 

V -member my sins; and be thoii pleased for Jesus my 

>Rdilcemer's sake to remember them no more. Let 

J3i|i0 never forget thy Mercies, and do thou still remem- 

|Ber to do me good. Teach me to walk always as in 

•thy presence. Ennoble my soul with great degrees of 

love to thee ; and impress bn my spirit a great fear, and 

veneration of thy holy Name and Laws ; that it may 

become the great employment of my whole life tosen'-e 

thee, to advance thy Glory, to root out all the habits 

of sin, that in holiness of life, in humilit)', in charity, 

in chasdty, and in all the ornaments of Grace, I may 

by patience wait for the coming of our Lord jfesus* 

AMEN. 

III. 
Teach me, O Lord, to number my days that I may 
apply my heart unto wisdom ; ever to remember my 
last end, that I may not dare to sin against thee. Let 
thy l\oly Angels be ever present with me to keep me 
in all my ways from the malice and violence of the 
spirits of darkness, from evil company, and the occa- 
sions and opportunities of evil, from all the ways of sin- 
ful shame, from the hands of all mine enemies, from a 
sinful life, and from despair in the hour of my death. 
Then, O blessed Jesus, shine gloriously upon me ; let 
thy Mercies and the Light of thy Countenance sustain 
me in my agonies, weaknesses and temptations ; give 
me opportunity of a prudent and spiritual Guide, and of 
receiving the holy Sacrament ; and letthy loving Spirit 
so guide me in the ways of peace and safety, that with 
the testimony of a good conscience and the sense of 
thy Mercies and grace, I may depart this life in 
the unit)', of the Church, in the love of God, and a 
certain hope of Salvation through thee my Lord ami 
blessed Saviour. — AME^, 
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IV. 

Into thy hands, most blessed ^e*y», I comnj 
soul and body, for thou hast redeemed both wi^ 
most precious Blood. So bless and sanctity my si 
unto me, that it may be temperate, holy and safe,, 
refreshment to my 'wearied body, to enable it so 1 
serve my soul, that both may serve thee with a never- 
filing duty< O let me never sleep in sin or .d^th 
etenuil, but give me a \ratchfiU and a prudent spirit, 
that I may omit no opportunity of serving thee ; that 
whether I sleep or wake, live or die, I may be thy 
servant and thy child ; that when the work of my life 
is done, I may rest in the bosom of my Lord ; till by 
the voice of the Archangel, the trump of God, I sh all 
be awakened and called to sit down and feast at the 
eternal Supper of the Lamb. Grant this, O Lan^ 
of God, for the honour of thy Mercies, and the glory 
of thy Name, O most mercihil Saviour and Redeemer 

Our Father, &g. 

J^aL cxxi. 1 , &Pcv— I will lift up mine eyes unto die 
hills from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh of the Lord which made Heaven 
and Earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : he that 
kecpeth thee will not slumber. 

Behold, he that keepeth £rtif/ shall neither slumber 
nor sleep. 

The Ijord is thy Keeper, the Lord is thy shade up- 
on thy right hand. 

The Sun shall not smite thee by day, neither the 
moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil -, he ^bo& 
preserve thf aiml. 
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The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy com- 
ing in, from this time forth for evermore. 
Glory be to the Father, &c 



T«9 your Evening Devotions add the foUcrwing Act of 

Intercession. 
. O God of infinite mercy, who hast compassion on 
all men, and relievest the necessities of all that caKto 
thee for help ; hear the prayers of thy servant, who b 
miworthy to ask any petition for himself, yet, in humi- 
lity and duty, is bound to pray for others. 

O let thy mercy descend upon the whole church; 
preserve her in truth and peace, in unity and safety ; 
that oflfering to thy glory the never-ceasing sacrifice 
of prayer and thanksgiving, she may advance the ho- 
nour of her Lord, and be filled with his spirit, and 
partake of his glory. — Antenm 

Bless all Christian rulers, and grant them grace, 
wisdom, and understanding, to execute justice, and to 
maintain truth. — Amen* 

Bless those who minister in holy things. Clothe 
them with salvation, that the people may rejoice.— 
Amen. 

Let all my family and kindred, my neighbovirs and 
friends, receive the benefit of my prayers, and the 
blessings of thy favour ; the comforts and supports of 
thy Providence, and the sanctification of thy Spirit* — 
Amen. 

Relieve and comfort all die persecuted and afflicted; 
speak peace to troubled consciences ; strengthen the 
weak ; confirm the strong ; instruct the ignorant ; de- 
liver the oppressed from him that spoileth him, and 
relieve the needy that hath no helper ; and bring us 
aU, by the waters of comiort, and m ti^fc ^ wj^ ^1 xv^fe^**-* 
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Lisness, to the kingdom of rest and gloiy, through Je« 
is Christ our Lord* — Amen. 



To your Devotions on Sunday add the foUomng. 

[From Bishop Andrems.'\ 

Through the tender mercy of our God, the day 
pring from on high hath visited us. 

Blessed be thy name, O Lord, for that light which 
o darkness ever overspreads, that sun which never 
;oes do^vn. 

Q thou who, on this day, didst rise again, raise up 
tiy soul to newness of life ; grant me repentance from 
lead works, and plant me in the likeness of thy resur- 
ection» 

And thou, O Father and God of peace, who didst 
»ring again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ; that 
jreat Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
iverlastihg covenant ; make me pierfect in every good 
\rork to do thy will, working in me that which is well 
►leasing in thy sight, through Jesus Christ. 

O thou, who didst also on this day of the week, 
end <k)wn on thy Apostles thy most holy Spirit ; take 
lot the same Spirit away from us : but grant to all thy 
en'ants who ask it of thee, that they may be daily re^ 
lewed, and more plentifully enriched widi the same. 

O Lord, who, by choosing this day for these most 
mportant, most beneficial events, diddt direct thy 
^.postles to call it, and to make it thy holy day ; grant, 
hat, by imploring thy grace, and celebrating thy 
)raise on this^ holy day ; by praising and reading thy 
.vord ; . and by attending on the public assemblies of 
by Saints in die hou^e where thy honour dwelleth ; I 
nay be prepared for that eternal rest which remaineth 
br the people of God, of which the aact^xeaX^^^^iKiS^ 
\sgr U'a Sgurjs md a pledge— <|tid iox w«is^\cL ^^^^ 

2 A. 
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eternal hymns of angds and bleaaed q>irit8 in die life 
to come ; ascribing unto God the Father, the Son, and 
die Holy Ghost, honour and praise, for ever and ever. 

SHORT EJACULATIONS. 

In the Mornings when you first awake and see the Ught, 
, I bless thee, O Lord, for watching over me this 
night, and for bringing me to enjoy the comfcxls of 
another day. Lord, lift diou up ine light of thy ooox^ 
tenance upon me. 

When you get up. 
I Udd me down and slept, and rose up again, for the 
Lord sustained me. O let me awake unto righteous* 
ness, and arise from the dead, that Christ m^ give 
me light. 

When you lie down at night* 
I will lay me down in peace to take my rest. 
my God, under the shadow of thy wings make me to 
dwell in safety. 

In the Churchy before Divine Seroice* 
O Lord, pardon my sins, and receive my prayers^ j 
and may the truths of salvation here proclaimed make 
me wise imto salvation, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. — Amen. 

After Divine Service. 
O Lord, pardon the imperfections both of my pray- 
ers and praises, and incline me not only to hear thy 
word, but to obey the same; through Jesus' Cbr&t 
our Lord. — Amen. 

Grace before Meat. 
,. Bless, O Lord, we beseech thee, this refreshment 
to our use, and us to thy service, for Chri&t's sake^— 
Amen. 

Or ace after Meat. 
I^OY this and evety oftvet m.eTc>^^0 G«d^ Ay holy 
name fae'received, iiito\a^ A^^^ fcXsftax iwt" 



DIRECTIONS 

i 

to 

COLLECTS AND PSALMS, 

IW THE 

^OOS. OF COMMON PRAYER. 

Proper to be used by the Communicant in his private 

Devotions. 



Collects. See 
^OR God's Aifiistance in tlie C 1st Sunday after Epiphany, 
Performance of our Doty, |^ 9th after Trinity. 

under Affliction., ^SthinLent. 

^5th Sunday after Epijphany, 
3 St. John EvaTigelist, 
For the univar«ftl Church, j 2d for Good Fridays 

16th and 22d af^ Trinity; 



rSth Sunday after Trinity, 
<St. S\} — 



For Peace and Uwty of the< St. Simeonand Jude, 

Church, ^See Ministers. 

For Contrition, On Ash-Wedn^ay. 

Against Covetouaness, St. Matthew's Hiay. 

/* Ist Sunday in Advent. 

1 1st after Easter, . 
For Conversion fiom sin, <^ St. Andrew's Da^, 

J St. James's Day, 

V St. Matthew's Day. * ■ 

For the Benefit of Christ's Death, For the Annunciation. ' 

re a right and fi™ Faith. r'^.S^^'^rd'S'tt^' 

For Faith, Hope, and Charity, 14th Sunday after Trinity. 

r2d Sunday in Lent, 
For Grace and assistance in our I 4th in Advent> 
spiritual Course, \ Ea-siex li vj , 






>^^^ DIRECTIONS TO PSALMS, &c. 






Xi'-: •/;:'- Collects. 

r 1st Sunday in Advent, 



I- 



"^ L Sunday after Ascension Day. 

For Humility and Patience, See the Sunday before Eastett- 

For Imitation of Chriat, 2d Sunday after Easter. 

/" St. Stephen's Day-, 
\ St. Philip's Day, 
For our Imitation of the saints, < St. James's Day, 

J St. John Baptist's Day, 
V. All Saints Day. 

For deliverance fiom Jud^em.. { t:rS^n Itn '^' 

r4th Sunday after Caster, 
For the Love ofGod and his laws, < 1st, 6th, 7th, and 14th after^ 

C Trinity. 
For Love and Charity, Quinquagestma Sunday. 

For the Minister, of God'. worfSl!' plt?51 n' °*^* 
and .acrament.. ^ft. P«er s Da^^^^_^^ 

For Mortification, f®" the Circumcision and Eift 

' (^ ter Day. 

For the protection of God's Pro- C 2d, 3d, 4th, and 20th Sunday 

videncc, "^ after Trinity, 

For Purity of heart. For the Purification. 

For Pardon of sin. [ ''after'Trinity!* '*"' ^"^"' 

For acceptance of our PraycrF, 10th Sunday after Trinity. 
For Renovation, For Christmas-Day. 

To be truly Religious, 7th Sunday after Trinity. 

For christian Resoluiionj St. John Baptist's Day. 

For Sincerity, 3d Sunday after Easter. 

Before reading the Scriptures, 2d Sunday in Advent. 

Against evil Thoughts, 5th after Easter. 

For deliverance from, and sup- C 4th after Epiphany, 
port under Temptations, ^2d in Lent. 

r5th after Easter, 
For fruiifulncss in good Works,^^ 1st, 9th, 11th, 13th. 17th, and 

(^ 25th after Trinity. 

Directions to Psalms, &'c\ 

Psalms. 
FOR God's Assistance in our Sacramental ") p^^ 23 26 111. 
Preparation, > ' ' * « 

For the Gift and Grace o£ Repeivxa.wce, — 'e^.^a'5>^'5»%n&. 




THE BOOK OF PSALMS, &c. 

Before Self-Exaihination, .— — — — Ps» 139, 

For Confession of Sins, and for ForgivenesSt Ps. 51, 6,; 

An Act of Contrition, — • — — — — Pa. 25. 

On a Resolution to lead a newLife, — — Ps.,1,23,1 

For Faith in God's Mercy, thro' Christ's Death,^ Ps. 19, 57. 

For a thankful Remembrance of Christ's Death, Ps. 10$, 2, 3, 4." 

Porthe Grace of Charity, — — -^ — Ps. 15,41,112,133- 

-'For Grace to love God's Law, — — — Ps. 19, 119. 

For a Holy Life, — — — — — — Ps. 85. 

For Salvation and eternal Hs^Dplness, — — Ps. 16, 24. 

For God's Care and Protection, — — — Ps. 37. 

For the Comfort of God's Holy Spirit, — — Ps. 34. 

For Humility, — — — — — — — Ps. 13L 

Thanksgivings for God's Mercies, — Ps. 103, 136, 138. 

For Pardon of Sins, — _ — — — Ps. 85, 106, 116. 

For Redemption by Christ, — — — — Ps. 98, 118. 

Against evil and perplexing Thoughts, — - Ps.6, 102,34,42,43. 

On Christmas Day, and seven days after, — Ps. 19, 89, 45. 

Easter Day, and seven days after, — — — Ps. 2, 57, 111. 

"WThitsunday, and seven days after, — — Ps. 34, 42, 43, 51. 

Trinity Sunday, — — — ^ — — Ps. 2, 47, 72, 110. 

For the Grace of Perseverance, — — — Ps. 86, 119. 

For the Morning, ——'— — — — Ps. 4. 16, 17, 23^86 

for the Evening, — — — — — — Ps. 138, 130, 119* 



THE WHOLE 

BOOK OF PSALMS, 

DIGESTED INTO 

PRAYERS, MEDITATIONS, THANKSGIVINGS, 8^^ 

To be added to our other Devotions as occasion tmty require* 

PRAYERS. 

FOR grace to love God's law, i For God's providence and nro- 
Psal. 19,119. —'- ^ - ^- -- -'^*-- 

For preservation from sin, Psal. 
19, 40. 

For preservation from the pun- 
ishment of sin, and God's 



Judgments, Ps. 25, 28, 75, 76. 
For pardon of our sins, Ps. 6, 25, 

32, 38, 40, 41, 51, 65, 130, 

143. 
Fo* propagation of the gospel, 
. Ps. 47, 68, 72, 145. 
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tection, Ps.4, 16,17, 2$, 86, 

91, 121. 
For protection against malicious 

and wicked persons, Psal. 5^ 

70, 94, 109, 140. 
For the church, and all faithful 

people, Psal. 5, 10, 45, 48, 

53,68,70, 74, 'J?, 80, 93, 94, 

114,132,137. -' ' 

For defence against all enemies, 

ghostly *tidbQd\l^^^\i55iNs;.'»!^ 






THE FCmM OF P9ALM3> fcc 



3. Blfs^da^ihemedit forthaj ibdlbdwrlt thacuih. 

4. Bt««t''d sT£ib«Twtuch dohu^a' RodtliirMaltn.iiKhtcaat 
n;s«: fffiTii^'iMllbefillcd.' 

5. BtetinX rethemeicliU: fbrltieyiluilobtaininerc/. 
& Blessed are the pan in heart for Acf iIiiIlue'G<]d.- 

7. Ble^Ki) u'eiliepeace'auken: for th^di*!! be called tliachJU 

& Bl—ndnie they which MepM it cwrifnrrighNWMnMiidwj 
War ^in '9 (he kinidpn of besvea. 
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IT may not be amiss to present to the reader the following pas- 
sages from the writings of the Fathers, which, with maoy others 
that might be produced, decisively prove, that the primitive 
Church was episcopal. 

First Century* IGJ^ATIUS^ Bkhop ofjntiochj in hU 

Efiiatle to the TraUiana* 

" Continue inseparable from Jesus Christ our God, from your 
Bishop t and from the commands of the Apostles. He that it 
within the altar is pure ; but he that is vaitbout^ that is, does any 
thing without the Bitbops, and Pretiyters, and Deacon*, is not pure 
in his conscience." 

In hia Efiiatle to the Smymiana. 

•* Let no man do any thing of what belongs to the Church with- 
out the Bishop, It is not lawful, vtitkout tbeBithop, neither to bap- 
tise} nor to celebrate the holy Communion." 

Second Century. JREJVJEUS, Bishofi of Lyom. 

•« We can recko>n up those whom the Apostles ordained to be 
Bishops in the several Churches^ and who they were that succeeded 
them down to our times." (a) 

CLEMEJ\rSy of Alexandria. 

<* There are other precepts without number ; some which relate 
to Presbyters ; others which belong to Bishops ; others respecting 
Deaccns," (b) 

Third Century. 0BIGEA\ of Alexandria. ■ 

** There is a debt due to Deacons ; another to Presbyters ,• and 
another to Bishops; which is the greatest cfallt and exacted by tho 
Saviour of the vihole Church.** (c) 

CYPRTAJ\r^ Biahofi of Carthage. 

" The Church is built on Bishops, and every act of the church 49 
governed and directed by thera its Presidents,** (d) 

(a) Irenaus, lib. Hi. cap. 5. (c) Origen. lib, wi^J cuy??* 

(b) Padag. lib. Hi. cap. \% {^ Cy^ionu*. ^Tiutv^x^i "E.^Tw'^-'^?^' 
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The testimony of St. Jeronw, in the 4:h centnrj, has been sup- 
posed, by tomct to raiiiisue against Episcopacy. In his commeot 
on the first chapter of Tiius, he adx-ances only as a eonjeetwn, •' thtt 
the Churches were at first governed by a college of Pretbytgn, eqal 
in rank and dignity. Af'.er wards, divisions being occasioned by 
this parity among Presbyters, when ever>- Presbyter began to cUim^ 
as his ovn particular subjects, those whcm he had baptised; and 
it was said by the people, lam tfPau!^ znd I rf Jfieutiett and Irf 
Cepbct { to remedy this evil, i: was ordered, all the world over, 
tliat one of the Presbyters in every Church should be set oyer the 
rest, and peculiarly called Bubup." But it is evident, that, in this 
passage, St. Jerome plainly refers the decree by which A'sibc^ were 
esuUished over Pimytert, to the time of the Apottlet. He not only 
assigns, as the occasion of it, the adherence of some to Paul, of 
others to Jpottlet^ of others to Cpfiboi, which is tcjptxived by St; 
Paul in his Epistle to the Corinthians ; but in his Epistle to Eva- 
grius, he e.vpressly calls the distinction of Bishops, Presbyters, and 
Deacons, an apostolic institution^ and taken by the Jportlew from the 
Old Testament, where Aarun, his sons the Priests, and the Levitts, 
corresjMnd to the three orders of the Christian Church. In his cata- 
logue of ecclesiastical writers, he affirms, •* that^^fner was ordain- 
ed Bishop of Jerusalem by the Apostles g that Ttmoify was made 
Bishop of Ephesus, and Titus of Crete by St. Paul; and Pofycarp, 
Bishop of Smyrna by St. yohn," &c. Even in St. Jerome's opi- 
nion, therefore, the primacy of Bishops over Presbyters was an apos' 
tolic institution. Yet, were the opinion of St. Jerome otherwise, 
the opinion of a single Father, in the 4th century, ought not certain- 
ly to be adduced against the concurring testimony of all the earlier 
Fathers. 

The primitive Church, beyond all doubt, was episcof}aL The Bi- 
shops alone possessed the power of ordination, of transmitting 
from Christ, the Head of the Church, that spiritual power which 
can be derived from him alone. If, then. Presbyters who never re- 
ceived authority to ordain, were to exercise this power ; the minis- 
terial commission which they would confer, would not be derived 
in the appointed channel from Christy and of course would «ot be 
sanctioned by him. The mode established by Christ and his Apostles, 
of conveying ministerial power in the Church to " the end of the 
world," cannot be altered by any human authority. 

The reader who is in doubt on this subject, certainly one of the 
most important that can engage his attention, is earnestly requested 
candidly and seriously to peruse Potter on Church Government^ and 
^Law*s Three Letters to the Bishop of Bangor, which last are publish- 
ed in the Scholar Armed, The former of these writers, by a lumin- 
ous series of testimony from Scripture and the primitive Fathers, 
proves, that the original constitution of the Church was episcopal ,- 
and the latter, in a masterly stram ot argument, ^^IsitAs. \V\^ <ot\iXh 
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«gainst all the objections with which it can be assailed. United^,. 
they i^ace the Episcopal Constitution of the Church on the firm 
foundation of Scripture^ antiquity, and sound reaton. 

The opinion advanced by St. Peter King, and since by othersi 
that a Bishop was originally the head of only otx congregation, an(| 
possessed no diocesan authority, is entirely refuted and exposed by 
Slater 1 in his Original Draught of the Primitive Cburcb. And much 
valuable information] on this subject may be found in a latti 
work re-published in this city, entitled, A Guide to the Cburcb, by 
Charles Daubeny> L« L. B. a Presbyter of the'Chorch of England. 
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